


Vision #1 – Horsemen - Zech. 1:7-17 

Vision #2 – Horns - Zech 1:18-20 

Vision #3 – The Measuring Line – Zech 2 

Vision #4 – The High Priest – Zech 3 

Vision #5 – Lampstand & Olive Trees – Zech 4 

Vision #6 – The Flying Scroll – Zech 5:1-4 

Vision #7 – The Woman In A Basket – Zech 5:5-11 

Vision #8 – The Four Chariots – Zech 6   



1. The Lord desires obedience rather than ritual. 

7:4-6 

2. The Lord desires compassion rather than 

complacency. 7:8-10 

3. The Lord will turn problems into peace. 8:3-17 

4. The Lord will turn fasting into feasts. 8:18-23 



Now in the fourth year of King Darius it 
came to pass that the word of the LORD 
came to Zechariah, on the fourth day of 

the ninth month, Chislev,  
NKJV 



2 when the people sent Sherezer, with 
Regem-Melech and his men, to the house 
of God, to pray before the LORD, 3 and 

to ask the priests who were in the house of 
the LORD of hosts, and the prophets, 

saying, “Should I weep in the fifth month 
and fast as I have done for so many 

years?” NKJV 



Month/Day Reason Reference 

4/17 Mourning the capture of Jerusalem Jeremiah 52:6-30 

5/9 

Burning of Jerusalem and the 

destruction of Solomon’s Temple 2 Kings 25:2-10 

7/3 

Assassination of Gedaliah and the 

massacre of 80 men Jeremiah 41:1-10 

10/10 

Beginning of Nebuchadnezzar’s siege 

against Jerusalem 2 Kings 25:1 
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This is an important question for us because we 

are seeing today a recrudescence of ritualistic 

religion. There is a movement toward formalism, 

toward adopting a ritual. Formalism is always in 

evidence when people cease to think. When 

people get away from the person of Christ, they 

start either getting up and down or marching 

around—they have to start doing something. This 

indicates a time of spiritual decline.  

McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Prophets 

(Zechariah) (electronic ed., Vol. 32, pp. 87–88). Thomas Nelson. 



4 Then the word of the LORD of hosts 
came to me, saying, 5 “Say to all the 

people of the land, and to the priests: 
‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth 
and seventh months during those seventy 
years, did you really fast for Me—for Me? 

6 When you eat and when you drink, do 
you not eat and drink for yourselves?  

NKJV 



As important as the sacraments are, they are no 

good, my friend, unless you’ve turned to Jesus Christ 

and you have a personal relationship with Him and 

your sins have been forgiven. I am also afraid that the 

Lord’s Supper is absolutely meaningless for many 

people—it would be better for them if they didn’t go 

through with it. But if your heart is right, the Lord’s 

Supper is absolutely important. It was Lange who 

made this statement: “God’s eye of grace and our eye 

of faith meet in the sacraments.”  
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Prophets 

(Zechariah) (electronic ed., Vol. 32, p. 95). Thomas Nelson. 



Isaiah 1 
11“To what purpose is the multitude of 

your sacrifices to Me?” 
Says the LORD. 

“I have had enough of burnt offerings of 
rams 

And the fat of fed cattle. 
I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 

Or of lambs or goats. 



12 “When you come to appear before Me, 
Who has required this from your hand, 

To trample My courts? 
13 Bring no more futile sacrifices; 
Incense is an abomination to Me. 

The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and 
the calling of assemblies— 

I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred 
meeting. 



14 Your New Moons and your appointed 
feasts 

My soul hates; 
They are a trouble to Me, 

I am weary of bearing them. 
NKJV 



In conclusion, the Lord did not condemn fasting. 

Fasting and other forms of contrition pleased him 

when they developed the people’s spirituality. 

Consequently, God did not look favorably upon their 

fasting because it “showed no promise of 

betterment, being an expression, not of godly 

sorrow for past offences, but of selfish regret for the 

loss of their country and their liberty. They pitied 

themselves, but they had not learned to fear the 

Lord.”  
Klein, G. L. (2008). Zechariah (Vol. 21B, p. 218). B & H Publishing 

Group.  



7 Should you not have obeyed the words 
which the LORD proclaimed through 
the former prophets when Jerusalem 

and the cities around it were inhabited 
and prosperous, and the South and the 

Lowland were inhabited?’ ” 
NKJV 



8 Then the word of the LORD came to 
Zechariah, saying, 9 “Thus says the 

LORD of hosts: 
‘Execute true justice, 

Show mercy (ḥesed) and compassion 
Everyone to his brother. 

NKJV 



Notoriously difficult to translate, no English 

translation can capture the breadth of the word’s 

connotations and denotations. The word 

communicates the idea of “loyalty” or 

“faithfulness” to fulfill an obligation to someone 

with whom one has a relationship. These 

relationships include marriage (Gen 20:13), 

friends (1 Sam 20:15), and associates (2 Sam 

10:2)… 



Theologically, the word ḥesed conveys the very 

“essence of the covenant relationship.” The 

Hebrew Bible uses the term ḥesed frequently to 

characterize the ideal both in human 

relationships as well as the relationship between 

the pious and the Lord… While many modern 

translations render the word “mercy,” the result 

of God’s faithfulness yields much more than 

mercy toward his loved ones.  



Forgiveness (Exod 34:6–7), blessing (Ps 107:8), 

protection (Ps 44:26), and general kindness 

(Gen 24:12) represent an abbreviated list of the 

favors God’s faithfulness bestows on Judah.  
Klein, G. L. (2008). Zechariah (Vol. 21B, p. 222). B & H Publishing 

Group. 



Micah 6 
8He has showed you, O man, what is 

good. 
And what does the LORD require of 

you? 
To act justly and to love mercy (ḥesed) 

and to walk humbly with your God. 
NKJV 



8 Then the word of the LORD came to 
Zechariah, saying, 9 “Thus says the 

LORD of hosts: 
‘Execute true justice, 

Show mercy (ḥesed) and compassion 
Everyone to his brother. 

NKJV 



10 Do not oppress the widow or the 
fatherless, 

The alien or the poor. 
Let none of you plan evil in his heart 

Against his brother.’ 
NKJV 



11 But they refused to heed, shrugged 
their shoulders, and stopped their ears so 

that they could not hear. 12 Yes, they made 
their hearts like flint, refusing to hear the 

law and the words which the LORD of 
hosts had sent by His Spirit through the 
former prophets. Thus great wrath came 

from the LORD of hosts.  
NKJV 



From Horeb, to Kadesh, to Jerusalem, Israel 

rebelled, always with the same outcome of divine 

judgment. The reader might consider disparaging 

Israel for her waywardness, until realizing that her 

behavior mirrored all humanity’s consistent attitude 

toward God.  

Klein, G. L. (2008). Zechariah (Vol. 21B, p. 226). B & H Publishing 

Group. 



We are not dealing with sin today as we should. If 

you knew me like I know myself, you would not 

continue to read what I have to say. But wait a 

minute, if I knew you like you know yourself, I don’t 

think I’d bother to write to you. May I say to you, we 

are sinners…I’m a saved sinner, I’m a forgiven 

sinner, but I’m still a sinner, and I will be a sinner as 

long as I live on this earth…My friend, both you and 

I are sinners. All of us are sinners before God… 
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Prophets 

(Zechariah) (electronic ed., Vol. 32, p. 95). Thomas Nelson. 



13 Therefore it happened, that just as 
He proclaimed and they would not hear, 
so they called out and I would not listen,” 

says the LORD of hosts. 
NKJV 



 14 “But I scattered them with a whirlwind 
among all the nations which they had not 
known. Thus the land became desolate 

after them, so that no one passed through 
or returned; for they made the pleasant 

land desolate.” 
NKJV 



Perhaps no portion of the geography of Israel 

painted a more desolate picture than the “Negev,” 

the southernmost part of the nation. Although utterly 

desolate today, the Negev once saw a landscape 

dotted with a significant population during the 

biblical era. The “western foot lands” provided 

homes to orchards, producing olives and many 

other valuable crops. These “foot lands” lay 

between the Judean hills and the plains of Philistia. 
Klein, G. L. (2008). Zechariah (Vol. 21B, p. 219). B & H Publishing 

Group. 




