
Watch out for False 
Prophets

Matthew 7: 15-23 



Matthew 7: 13-14
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is 
the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But 
small is the gate and narrow the road that leads 
to life, and only a few find it.



Matthew 7: 15-23
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will 
recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles?17 Likewise, 
every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit.



18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad 
tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will 
recognize them.



21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name and in your name drive out demons and in 
your name perform many miracles?’



23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. 
Away from me, you evildoers!’



Matthew 7: 15

“Watch out for false prophets.



Deuteronomy 18:17 – 22
17 The LORD said to me: “What they say is 
good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like 
you from among their fellow Israelites, and I will 
put my words in his mouth. He will tell them 
everything I command him. 19 I myself will call to 
account anyone who does not listen to my words 
that the prophet speaks in my name.



20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my 
name anything I have not commanded, or a 
prophet who speaks in the name of other 
gods, is to be put to death.”



21 You may say to yourselves, “How can we know 
when a message has not been spoken by 
the LORD?” 22 If what a prophet proclaims in the 
name of the LORD does not take place or come 
true, that is a message the LORD has not 
spoken. That prophet has spoken 
presumptuously, so do not be alarmed.



1 Corinthians 12: 7–11
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given for the common good. 8 To one there is 
given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to 
another a message of knowledge by means of 
the same Spirit,



9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another 
miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to 
another distinguishing between spirits, to 
another speaking in different kinds of 
tongues, and to still another the interpretation 
of tongues.



11 All these are the work of one and the same 
Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just 
as he determines.



1Corinthians 12:27 – 28
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one 
of you is a part of it.28 And God has placed in the 
church first of all apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then 
gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of 
different kinds of tongues.



Hebrews 5:11–14
11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard 
to make it clear to you because you no longer try 
to understand. 12 In fact, though by this time you 
ought to be teachers, you need someone to 
teach you the elementary truths of God’s word 
all over again. You need milk, not solid food!



13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an 
infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about 
righteousness.



14 But solid food is for the mature, who by 
constant use have trained themselves to 
distinguish good from evil.



Matthew 7: 16

By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people 
pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from 
thistles? 



Matthew 3:7 – 10
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he 
said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce 
fruit in keeping with repentance.



9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that 
out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham.



10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 
every tree that does not produce good fruit will 
be cut down and thrown into the fire



Matthew 7: 17-18
17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but 
a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot 
bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good 
fruit.



Acts 20: 28-30
28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of 
which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of 
God, which he bought with his own blood.



29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in 
among you and will not spare the flock.



30 Even from your own number men will arise 
and distort the truth in order to draw away 
disciples after them.



2 Timothy 4: 3-4
3 For the time will come when people will not 
put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their 
own desires, they will gather around them a 
great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear.



4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and 
turn aside to myths.



Hebrews 5:12 – 14
12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you the 
elementary truths of God’s word all over again. 
You need milk, not solid food!



13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an 
infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about 
righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the 
mature, who by constant use have trained 
themselves to distinguish good from evil.



Matthew 7: 19-20
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their 
fruit you will recognize them.



Matthew 18: 7

Woe to the world because of the things that cause 
people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe 
to the person through whom they come!



Matthew 7: 21-23
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.



22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name and in your 
name drive out demons and in your name 
perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them 
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’


