




160 Miles



Titus 1

Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle 

of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of 

God’s elect and the acknowledgment of the 

truth which accords with godliness, 2 in hope 

of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, 

promised before time began, 



3 but has in due time manifested His word 

through preaching, which was committed to 

me according to the commandment of God 

our Savior;
4 To Titus, a true son in our common faith:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.



5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you 

should set in order the things that are 

lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I 

commanded you—6 if a man is blameless, 

the husband of one wife, having faithful 

children not accused of dissipation or 

insubordination. 



7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a 

steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-

tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not 

greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, a lover of 

what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-

controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful word as 

he has been taught, that he may be able, by 

sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict 

those who contradict.



10 For there are many insubordinate, both 

idle talkers and deceivers, especially those 

of the circumcision, 11 whose mouths must 

be stopped, who subvert whole households, 

teaching things which they ought not, for the 

sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of them, a 

prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are

always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”



13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke 

them sharply, that they may be sound in the 

faith, 14 not giving heed to Jewish fables and 

commandments of men who turn from the 

truth. 15 To the pure all things are pure, but to 

those who are defiled and unbelieving 

nothing is pure; but even their mind and 

conscience are defiled. 



16 They profess to know God, but in works 

they deny Him, being abominable, 

disobedient, and disqualified for every good 

work.

NKJV



Titus 1

Paul, a bondservant (doulos) of God and an 

apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the 

faith of God’s elect and the acknowledgment 

of the truth which accords with godliness,



Isaiah 50

The Lord GOD has opened My ear; And 

I was not rebellious, Nor did I turn 

away.

NKJV







“Christianity is the least concerned 

about religion of any of the world’s 

faiths. It is primarily concerned about 

life.” 

T. D. Price 



Titus 1

Paul, a bondservant (doulos) of God 

and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

according to the faith of God’s elect and 

the acknowledgment of the truth which 

accords with godliness,

NKJV



Titus 1
2 in hope of eternal life which God, who 

cannot lie, promised before time began, 

NKJV



John 8
44 You are of your father the devil, and the 

desires of your father you want to do. He 

was a murderer from the beginning, and 

does not stand in the truth, because there 

is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, 

he speaks from his own resources, for he 

is a liar and the father of it. NKJV



Titus 1
3 but has in due time manifested His 

word through preaching, which was 

committed to me according to the 

commandment of God our Savior;

NKJV



1Corinthians 1
21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

world through wisdom did not know 

God, it pleased God through the 

foolishness of the message preached 

to save those who believe.

NKJV



Titus 1
4 To Titus, a true son in our common faith:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.

NKJV



Luke 6
46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 

and not do the things which I say? 
47 Whoever comes to Me, and hears My 

sayings and does them, I will show you 

whom he is like:



48 He is like a man building a house, 

who dug deep and laid the foundation 

on the rock. And when the flood arose, 

the stream beat vehemently against 

that house, and could not shake it, for it 

was founded on the rock. 



49 But he who heard and did nothing is 

like a man who built a house on the 

earth without a foundation, against 

which the stream beat vehemently; and 

immediately it fell. And the ruin of that 

house was great.” 

NKJV



Titus 1
5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that 

you should set in order the things that 

are lacking, and appoint elders 

(presbyteros) in every city as I 

commanded you—

NKJV



Titus 1
6 if a man is blameless, the husband of 

one wife, having faithful children not 

accused of dissipation or 

insubordination. 

NKJV



Titus 1
7 For a bishop (episkopos) must be 

blameless, as a steward of God, not 

self-willed, not quick-tempered, not 

given to wine, not violent, not greedy 

for money,

NKJV



1Peter 5:

The elders (presbyteros) who are 

among you I exhort, I who am a fellow 

elder and a witness of the sufferings of 

Christ, and also a partaker of the glory 

that will be revealed:



2 Shepherd the flock of God which is 

among you, serving as overseers 

(episkopeō), not by compulsion but 

willingly, not for dishonest gain but 

eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those 

entrusted to you, but being examples to 

the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd 

appears, you will receive the crown of 

glory that does not fade away. NKJV



Titus 1
8 but hospitable, a lover of what is 

good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-

controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful 

word as he has been taught, that he 

may be able, by sound doctrine, both to 

exhort and convict those who 

contradict. NKJV



Those who presume to lead must embrace the 

traditional teachings which came through Christ 

and the apostles. Leaders must not come from 

among those who flirt with new doctrines. Not 

only must their behavior be open to observable 

goodness; they must also remain unwavering in 

their commitment to the faithful message of 

truth. 
Larson, K. (2000). I & II Thessalonians, I & II Timothy, Titus, Philemon 

(Vol. 9, p. 344). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.



"A preacher must be both soldier and shepherd. 

He must nourish, defend, and teach; he must 

have teeth in his mouth and be able to bite and 

fight." 

Martin Luther



2Corinthians 2
17 For we are not, as so many, peddling 

(trading in, watering down) the word of 

God; but as of sincerity, but as from 

God, we speak in the sight of God in 

Christ.

NKJV



Titus 1
10 For there are many insubordinate, 

both idle talkers and deceivers, 

especially those of the circumcision, 



11 whose mouths must be stopped, who 

subvert whole households, teaching 

things which they ought not, for the 

sake of dishonest gain. 

NKJV



Titus 1
12 One of them, a prophet of their own, 

said, “Cretans are always liars, evil 

beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is 

true. Therefore rebuke them 

sharply(apotomos), that they may be 

sound in the faith, 14 not giving heed to 

Jewish fables and commandments of 

men who turn from the truth.  NKJV



Titus 1
15 To the pure all things are pure, but to 

those who are defiled and unbelieving 

nothing is pure; but even their mind and 

conscience are defiled. 

NKJV



Matthew 23
25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of 

the cup and dish, but inside they are full 

of extortion and self-indulgence. 26 Blind 

Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the 

cup and dish, that the outside of them 

may be clean also. NKJV



Matthew 15
16 So Jesus said, “Are you also still 

without understanding? 17 Do you not 

yet understand that whatever enters 

the mouth goes into the stomach and is 

eliminated? 18 But those things which 

proceed out of the mouth come from 

the heart, and they defile a man. 



19 For out of the heart proceed evil 

thoughts, murders, adulteries, 

fornications, thefts, false witness, 

blasphemies. 20 These are the things

which defile a man, but to eat with 

unwashed hands does not defile a 

man.”

NKJV



Titus 1
16 They profess to know God, but in 

works they deny Him, being 

abominable, disobedient, and 

disqualified for every good work.

NKJV



“Of all bad men religious bad men are the 

worse.” 

C.S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms



The source of this recurrent problem of works 

righteousness is found in the very nature of 

humans. Proud, self-centered human nature 

desires to have some control and to make 

some contribution toward salvation. To become 

utterly dependent on God’s grace for 

forgiveness and salvation requires a genuine 

confession aptly summed up in the words of a 

familiar hymn: “Nothing in my hand I bring, 

simply to Thy cross I cling” (A. M. Toplady). 



The free gift of salvation involves repentance 

and acceptance of God’s grace alone, but self-

sufficient humans would rather add something 

that can be externally observed and for which 

they can claim credit. Because of this serious 

perversion of the doctrine of salvation, it is 

evident how much the churches of Crete 

needed strong, qualified leaders. 



Godly leaders should be capable of protecting 

the gospel, particularly in light of Titus’s 

impending departure. The leaders should also 

be qualified by their own personal integrity and 

conduct so as to validate what they profess to 

be true. So it is in any age. 
Lea, T. D., & Griffin, H. P. (1992). 1, 2 Timothy, Titus (Vol. 34, p. 294). 

Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.




