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Release International, a U.K.-based charity that 

helps support persecuted Christians around the 

world and a partner organization of Voice of the 

Martyrs, warns that this year, particularly in 

China, India, and Nigeria, persecution against 

Christians is rising. "These are countries that 

have long been on the list but we’re seeing an 

upwards curve, an alarming rise in 

persecution," Andrew Boyd, Release 

International spokesman… 



…"I have no doubt that persecution is 

increasing and it is alarming and the contexts 

are different. You have militant Islam in Nigeria; 

China, which is communism; India, which is 

militant Hinduism; North Korea which is a weird 

blend of communism and Emperor worship. 

There is an increasing intolerance and it’s 

being played out in violence and we know it 

because of the reports that are coming from our 

partners on the ground." Fox News. 

 



• Over 245 million Christians are living in 

places where they experience high levels of 

persecution 

• 4,305 Christians have been killed for their 

faith 

• 1,847 churches and other Christian buildings 

attacked. 

• 3,150 believers detained without trial, 

arrested, sentenced or imprisoned. 





Revelation 6  
9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw 

under the altar the souls of those who had 

been slain for the word of God and for the 

testimony which they held. 10 And they 

cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, 

O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and 

avenge our blood on those who dwell on 

the earth?” 



11 Then a white robe was given to each 

of them; and it was said to them that 

they should rest a little while longer, 

until both the number of their fellow 

servants and their brethren, who would 

be killed as they were, was completed. 

NKJV 

 



Revelation 6  
9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw 

under the altar the souls of those who 

had been slain for the word of God and 

for the testimony which they held. 

NKJV 



Leviticus 4 
7 And the priest shall put some of the 

blood on the horns of the altar of sweet 

incense before the LORD, which is in the 

tabernacle of meeting; and he shall pour 

the remaining blood of the bull at the base 

of the altar of the burnt offering, which is 

at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.  

NKJV 

 



Revelation 20 
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, 

and judgment was committed to them. Then 

I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for 

the word of God, who had not worshiped the 

beast or his image, and had not received his 

mark on their foreheads or on their hands. 

And they lived and reigned with Christ for a 

thousand years. NKJV 

 



Mathew 24 
5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I 

am the Christ,’ and will deceive many (White 

Horse-First Seal)… 7 For nation will rise 

against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom (Red Horse-Second Seal). And 

there will be famines (Black Horse-Third 

Seal), pestilences (Pale Horse-Fourth Seal), 

and earthquakes in various places. 8 All 

these are the beginning of sorrows.  



9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation 

and kill you, and you will be hated by all 

nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then 

many will be offended, will betray one 

another, and will hate one                           

another (Fifth Seal).  

NKJV 

 



Revelation 6 

 9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw 

under the altar the souls of those who 

had been slain for the word of God and 

for the testimony which they held. 

NKJV 



The oppression of believers in Egypt 

reached new heights of devastation on May 

27, 2017, when gunmen seized a bus of 

Coptic Christians on their way to pray at a 

monastery. The gunmen demanded that the 

believers renounce their Christian faith. 

When the Christians refused, they shot 

them, killing 29 passengers, including young 

children, and injuring a further 25 people.  



The brutal violence is the latest in a series of 

attacks on Coptic Christians since 

December, 2016. This includes three suicide 

bombings of church services that killed a 

total of 75 people. Responsibility for these 

attacks was claimed by the so-called Islamic 

State (IS).  

Open Door 



In current American culture, you are free to 

be a Christian as long as you don’t actually 

live out your faith, vote your faith, take a 

stand in relation to your faith, or believe 

others should embrace your faith. In other 

words, it can be privately engaging, but must 

remain socially irrelevant. But there’s more.  



There is a real concern that the growing 

insistence that faith be privatized has now 

become a demand for faith to be 

compromised. It’s not enough that your 

beliefs can’t influence society; you must also 

embrace society’s beliefs. As Jonah 

Goldberg noted in USA Today, the 

opposition to many Christian values has 

become an “if you’re not with us, you’re 

against us” mentality. Crosswalk.com 



Have you ever tasted something that has 

obviously been watered down? Even the 

finest coffee or tea loses some of its flavor 

when it is diluted with too much water. A 

watered down message can lose its potency 

as well. In the world today, there is an 

attempt by some to water down the Word of 

God in an attempt to make it more palatable 

to the changing morals and attitudes of our 

culture.  



But the Bible doesn’t conform its message to 

public opinion polls. It doesn’t change its 

doctrines in response to societal consensus. 

It should never be watered down….the Bible 

has been attacked by many people of great 

ability and power, using all the intellectual, 

scientific, philosophical, political, and 

physical forces they could command. 

Emperors tried to burn it. Scholars tried to 

discredit it. Critics tried to bury it.  



The world has tried to ignore it. But it’s still 

the best-selling book of all time. While 

human governments have fallen, while 

human philosophies have faltered, the Bible 

still stands. 

 Dr. David Jeremiah 



2Corinthians 2 
17 For we are not, as so many, peddling 

the word of God; but as of sincerity, but 

as from God, we speak in the sight of 

God in Christ. 

NKJV 



Revelation 6  
10 And they cried with a loud voice, 

saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and 

true, until You judge and avenge our 

blood on those who dwell on the 

earth?”  

NKJV 



Luke 5 
43 “You have heard that it was said, 

‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love 

your enemies, bless those who curse 

you, do good to those who hate you, 

and pray for those who spitefully use 

you and persecute you… 



Luke 6 
 27 “But I say to you who hear: Love 

your enemies, do good to those who 

hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, 

and pray for those who spitefully use 

you.  

NKJV 



Acts 7 
60 Then he knelt down and cried out 

with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge 

them with this sin.” And when he had 

said this, he fell asleep. 

NKJV 



Revelation 13 
 7 It was granted to him to make war 

with the saints and to overcome them. 

NKJV 



Matthew 16 
15 He said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered and 

said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.” 17 Jesus answered and said 

to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-

Jonah, for flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but My Father who is 

in heaven.  



18 And I also say to you that you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall 

not prevail against it. 

NKJV 



Revelation 6  
11 Then a white robe was given to each of 

them; and it was said to them that they 

should rest a little while longer, until both 

the number of their fellow servants and 

their brethren, who would be killed as 

they were, was completed. NKJV 



“The word to the souls under the altar gives 

them reassurance that God will eventually 

avenge their blood, but the time for the 

culmination of that vengeance has not yet 

arrived. One feature that must yet transpire 

beforehand is the increase of their number 

through additional martyrdoms.  



The earth dwellers under the dawning 

leadership of the beast from the sea will take 

an even greater toll of human lives before 

Christ finally intervenes through His 

personal arrival back on earth. Until then, 

the already martyred are told to rest and 

enjoy their state of blessedness already 

attained.”  
Robert L. Thomas Revelation 1–7: An Exegetical 

Commentary  [Chicago: Moody, 1992], 499) 



Isaiah 55 
10“For as the rain comes down, and the 

snow from heaven, 

And do not return there, 

But water the earth, 

And make it bring forth and bud, 

That it may give seed to the sower 

And bread to the eater, 



11 So shall My word be that goes 

forth from My mouth; 

It shall not return to Me void, 

But it shall accomplish what I please, 

And it shall prosper in the thing for 

which I sent it. 

 NKJV 



The most terrible warning to impenitent men 

in all the world is the death of Christ. For if 

God spared not his own son, on whom was 

only laid imputed sin, will He spare sinners 

whose sins are their own?  

C.H. Spurgeon  

 






