
















Levels Of Application 

1. Local 

2. To All Churches 

3. Personal 

4. Prophetic – Church History  

 



Prophetic Profile

Ephesus

Smyrna

Pergamum

Thyatira

Sardis

Philadelphia

Laodicea

Apostolic Church

Persecuted Church

Married (Worldly) Church

Medieval Church

Denominational Church

Missionary Church

Apostate Church
History of the Church



Seven Churches of Jesus & Paul

• Ephesus (Apostolic) Ephesians

• Smyrna (Persecuted) Philippians (Joy through Suffering)

• Pergamum (Married to world) Corinthians (Worldly) 

• Thyatira (Jezebel) Galatians (religious externalism)

• Sardis (Dead) Romans (Definitive Orthodoxy)

• Philadelphia (True Church) Thessalonians (Rapture)

(I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world)

• Laodicea Colossians 
(a few miles from Laodicea-instructed to trade letters with Laodicea; Greek 

phrases unique only to these two letters).

Jesus Paul



Revelation 3 
7 “And to the angel of the church in 

Philadelphia write, 

‘These things says He who is holy, He who 

is true, “He who has the key of David, He 

who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and 

no one opens”: 



 8 “I know your works. See, I have set before 

you an open door, and no one can shut it; 

for you have a little strength, have kept My 

word, and have not denied My name. 
9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue 

of Satan, who say they are Jews and are 

not, but lie—indeed I will make them come 

and worship before your feet, and to know 

that I have loved you. 



 10 Because you have kept My command to 

persevere, I also will keep you from the hour 

of trial which shall come upon the whole 

world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 
11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast 

what you have, that no one may take your 

crown.  



12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar 

in the temple of My God, and he shall go out 

no more. I will write on him the name of My 

God and the name of the city of My God, the 

New Jerusalem, which comes down out of 

heaven from My God. And I will write on him 

My new name. 13 “He who has an ear, let 

him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.” ’ NKJV 



Revelation 3 
7 “And to the angel of the church in 

Philadelphia write, 

NKJV 





“Philadelphia had been built with the deliberate 

intention that it might become a missionary city. 

Beyond Philadelphia lay the wilds of Phrygia 

and the barbarous tribes; and it was intended 

that the function of Philadelphia should be to 

spread the Greek language, the Greek way of 

life, the Greek civilization, throughout the 

regions beyond.”  

William Barclay 



"Philadelphia commanded one of the greatest 

highways in the world, the highway which led 

from Europe to the East. Philadelphia was the 

gateway from one continent to another."  

William Barclay 













Revelation 3 
7 …‘These things says He who is holy, He 

who is true, “He who has the key of David, 

He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts 

and no one opens”: 

NKJV 



Isaiah 22 

 20“In that day I will summon my servant, 

Eliakim son of Hilkiah. 21I will clothe him with 

your robe and fasten your sash around him 

and hand your authority over to him. He will 

be a father to those who live in Jerusalem 

and to the house of Judah.  



22I will place on his shoulder the key to the 

house of David; what he opens no one can 

shut, and what he shuts no one can 

open. 23I will drive him like a peg into a firm 

place; he will be a seat of honor for the 

house of his father.  

NIV 



Revelation 3 
8 “I know your works. See, I have set 

before you an open door, and no one 

can shut it; for you have a little 

strength, have kept My word, and have 

not denied My name. NKJV 



2Corinthians 12 
 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for My strength is made perfect in 

weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will 

rather boast in my infirmities, that the power 

of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I 

take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 

needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for 

Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong. NIV 



Revelation 3  
8 “I know your works. See, I have set 

before you an open door, and no one 

can shut it; for you have a little 

strength, have kept My word, and have 

not denied My name. 

NKJV 



"The church of Philadelphia is commended for keeping 

the Word of the Lord and not denying His Name. 

Success in Christian work is not to be measured by 

any other standard of achievement. It is not rise in 

ecclesiastical position. It is not the number of new 

buildings which have been built through a man's 

ministry. It is not the crowds that flock to listen to any 

human voice. All of these things are frequently used as 

yardsticks of success, but they are earthly and not 

heavenly measures."  

Donald Grey Barnhouse, Revelation God’s Last Word 



Revelation 3  
9 Indeed I will make those of the 

synagogue of Satan, who say they are 

Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will 

make them come and worship before 

your feet, and to know that I have loved 

you. NKJV 



Proverbs 16 
 25There is a way that seems right to a 

man, But its end is the way of death. 

NKJV 



Hosea 14 
9Who is wise? Let him understand 

these things. Who is prudent? Let him 

know them. For the ways of the LORD 

are right; The righteous walk in them, 

But transgressors stumble in them. 

NKJV 



Revelation 3  
9 Indeed I will make those of the 

synagogue of Satan, who say they are 

Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will 

make them come and worship before 

your feet, and to know that I have loved 

you. NKJV 



Philippians 2 
9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him 

and given Him the name which is above 

every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, of those in heaven, 

and of those on earth, and of those under 

the earth, 11 and that every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. NKJV 



Revelation 3  
10 Because you have kept My command 

to persevere, I also will keep  you from 

(tēreō ek) the hour of trial which shall 

come upon the whole world, to test 

those who dwell on the earth. 

NKJV 



“Those who argue that the church will go 

through the Tribulation hold that this phrase 

means preservation in the midst of and 

emergence from. They believe the church will 

go through the Tribulation judgments and that 

God will preserve it in the midst of them, so that 

the church will thus emerge successfully at the 

end from the hour of testing. That view is 

unlikely, however, both on linguistic and biblical 

grounds.  



The basic meaning of the preposition ek is 

“from,” “out from,” or “away from.” Had the 

Lord intended to convey that the church 

would be preserved in the midst of the 

Tribulation, the prepositions en (“in”) or dia 

(“through”) would have been more 

appropriate.… The meaning of tēreō ek in 

John 17:15, to be kept completely out of, 

argues strongly for a similar meaning in 

Revelation 3:10.  



The apostle John wrote both passages, and 

both are direct quotes of the Lord Jesus 

Christ… Another obvious objection to 

interpreting tēreō ek as a promise of 

preservation in the midst of the Tribulation is 

that believers in that terrible time will not be 

preserved.  



In fact, many will be martyred (6:9–11; 7:9–

14), leading to the conclusion that promising 

preservation is meaningless if the believers 

face the same fate as sinners during the 

Tribulation… Some hold that the promise of 

deliverance is only from God’s wrath during 

the Tribulation.  



But a promise that God will not kill believers 

but will allow Satan and Antichrist to do so 

would provide small comfort to the suffering 

church at Philadelphia.  
MacArthur’s New Testament Commentary:  Revelation 1-11  Copyright 

© 1999 by John MacArthur 



…The most natural understanding of the 

expression “kept from the hour” is not to be 

preserved through it, but to be kept safe in a 

place away from where it occurs….This 

effect of placing the faithful in Philadelphia 

(and hence, the faithful in all the churches) 

in a position of safety presupposes that they 

will have been removed to another location 

(i.e., heaven) at the period’s beginning.  
Robert Thomas, Revelation 1-7 - An Exegetical Commentary p. 288 



If Christ had meant to say that they would be 

preserved through a time of trouble, or 

would be taken out from within the 

Tribulation, a different verb and a different 

preposition would have been required. 
Walvoord, J. F. (1985). Revelation. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck 

(Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 939). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1Thessalonians 5 
9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, 

but to obtain salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that 

whether we wake or sleep, we should 

live together with Him.  

NKJV 



Revelation 3  
10 Because you have kept My command 

to persevere, I also will keep  you from 

the hour of trial which shall come upon 

the whole world, to test those who 

dwell on the earth. 

NKJV 



Revelation 17 
8 … And those who dwell on the earth 

will marvel, whose names are not 

written in the Book of Life from the 

foundation of the world, when they see 

the beast that was, and is not, and yet 

is. NKJV 



 

Those who dwell on the earth “refers not to 

believers but to unbelievers who are objects 

of God’s wrath” throughout Revelation.  
Alan Johnson, The Expositors Bible Commentary  



Revelation 3  
11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold 

fast what you have, that no one may 

take your crown.  

NKJV 



 

“Never forget that the man most likely to 

steal your crown is yourself. ‘Keep thy heart 

with all diligence, for out of it are the issues 

of life’ (Proverbs 4:23). You are in no greater 

danger from anyone or anything than from 

yourself.”  

Vance Havner 



Revelation 3 

12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar 

in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no 

more. I will write on him the name of My God 

and the name of the city of My God, the New 

Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 

from My God. And I will write on him My new 

name. NKJV 











Revelation 3  
12 He who overcomes, I will make him a 

pillar in the temple of My God, and he 

shall go out no more. I will write on him 

the name of My God and the name of the 

city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which 

comes down out of heaven from My God. 

And I will write on him My new name. 

NKJV 



Revelation 3  
13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 

 NKJV 




