


















Levels Of Application 

1. Local 

2. To All Churches 

3. Personal 

4. Prophetic – Church History  

 



Prophetic Profile

Ephesus

Smyrna

Pergamum

Thyatira

Sardis

Philadelphia

Laodicea

Apostolic Church

Persecuted Church

Married (Worldly) Church

Medieval Church

Denominational Church

Missionary Church

Apostate Church
History of the Church



Higher Criticism:  

Criticism of biblical writings to determine their 

literary history and the purpose and meaning of 

the authors. 

 

Lower Criticism:  

Criticism concerned with the recovery of 

original texts especially of Scripture through 

collation of extant manuscripts.  



Seven Churches of Jesus & Paul

• Ephesus (Apostolic) Ephesians

• Smyrna (Persecuted) Philippians (Joy through Suffering)

• Pergamum (Married to world) Corinthians (Worldly) 

• Thyatira (Jezebel) Galatians (religious externalism)

• Sardis (Dead) Romans (Definitive Orthodoxy)

• Philadelphia (True Church) Thessalonians (Rapture)

(I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world)

• Laodicea Colossians 
(a few miles from Laodicea-instructed to trade letters with Laodicea; Greek 

phrases unique only to these two letters).

Jesus Paul



Colossians 4  

16 Now when this epistle is read among you, 

see that it is read also in the church of the 

Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the 

epistle from Laodicea. 

NKJV 



Revelation 3 
14 “And to the angel of the church of the 

Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the 

Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the 

Beginning of the creation of God: 15 “I know 

your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. 

I could wish you were cold or hot. 



 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and 

neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of 

My mouth. 17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, 

have become wealthy, and have need of 

nothing’—and do not know that you are 

wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 

naked— 



18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined 

in the fire, that you may be rich; and white 

garments, that you may be clothed, that the 

shame of your nakedness may not be 

revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye 

salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I 

love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be 

zealous and repent.  



20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If 

anyone hears My voice and opens the door, 

I will come in to him and dine with him, and 

he with Me. 21 To him who overcomes I will 

grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also 

overcame and sat down with My Father on 

His throne. 22 “He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ” 

NKJV 



Revelation 3 
14 “And to the angel of the church of the 

Laodiceans write, 

NKJV 

Laos = people. Dicea = rule.  



Its name designates it as the Church of mob 

rule, the democratic Church, in which 

everything is swayed and decided by popular 

opinion, clamor and voting."  

Jospeh A. Seiss 



















Revelation 3 
14 “And to the angel of the church of the 

Laodiceans write, ‘These things says 

the Amen, the Faithful and True 

Witness, the Beginning of the creation 

of God: 

NKJV 



 “Relating to or denoting circumstances in 

which objective facts are less influential in 

shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion 

and personal belief.”  

Oxford Dictionary 



Revelation 3 
15 “I know your works, that you are 

neither cold nor hot. I could wish you 

were cold or hot.  

NKJV 



Revelation 3 
16 So then, because you are lukewarm, 

and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you 

out of My mouth. 

NKJV 





Perhaps none of the seven letters is more 

appropriate to the twenty-first century church 

than this. It describes vividly the respectable, 

sentimental, nominal, skin-deep religiosity 

which is so widespread among us today. Our 

Christianity is flabby and anemic. We appear to 

have taken a lukewarm bath of religion.  

John R. W. Stott What Christ Thinks of the Church [Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1980], 116) 

 



"Hot water heals, cold water refreshes, but 

lukewarm water is useless for either purpose." 
Leon Morris, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, The Revelation 

Of St. John 



“Alas, this state of lukewarmness is so 

congenial with human nature that it is hard to 

fetch men from it. Cold makes us shiver, and 

great heat causes us pain, but a tepid bath is 

comfort itself. Such a temperature suits human 

nature. The world is always at peace with a 

lukewarm church, and such a church is always 

pleased with itself.”  

C.H. Spurgeon, An Earnest Warning About Lukewarmness 



Revelation 3 
17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have 

become wealthy, and have need of 

nothing’—and do not know that you are 

wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 

naked—NKJV 



"Laodicea was too rich to accept help from 

anyone. Tacitus, the Roman historian, tells us: 

'Laodicea arose from the ruins by the strength 

of her own resources, and with no help from 

us.'"  

William Barclay 



The Laodiceans put their trust in material 

prosperity, in outward luxury, and in physical 

health. They felt like they didn't need 

anything. "The loss of a sense of need, as 

the drowsiness that besets a freezing man, 

is fatal."  

William Newell 



Revelation 3 
17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have 

become wealthy, and have need of 

nothing’—and do not know that you are 

wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 

naked— 

NKJV 



Revelation 3 
18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold 

refined in the fire, that you may be rich;  

NKJV 



1Peter 1 
 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little 

while, if necessary, you have been 

grieved by various trials, 7 so that the 

tested genuineness of your faith—more 

precious than gold that perishes though it 

is tested by fire—may be found to result 

in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ. ESV  



2Corinthians 12 
10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I 

delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 

hardships, in persecutions, in 

difficulties. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong. 

NKJV 



Revelation 3 
18 … and white garments, that you may 

be clothed, that the shame of your 

nakedness may not be revealed;  

NKJV 



Revelation 19 
7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give 

Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 

has come, and His wife has made 

herself ready.” 8 And to her it was 

granted to be arrayed in fine linen, 

clean and bright, for the fine linen is the 

righteous acts of the saints. NKJV 



2Corinthians 5 
21 For He made Him who knew no sin to 

be sin for us, that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him.  

NKJV 



Revelation 3 
18 …and anoint your eyes with eye 

salve, that you may see.  

NKJV 



Revelation 3 
19 As many as I love, I rebuke and 

chasten. Therefore be zealous and 

repent.  

NKJV 



Revelation 3 
20 Behold, I stand at the door and 

knock. If anyone hears My voice and 

opens the door, I will come in to him 

and dine with him, and he with Me.  

NKJV 





"The occupant must open the door. That is, 

he must repent of his pride and self-

sufficiency, his human wisdom, and his 

cowardly neutrality."  

Leon Morris 



"We must not talk about setting the church 

right, we must pray for grace each one for 

himself, for the text does not say, 'If the 

church will open the door,' but 'If any man 

hear my voice and open the door.' It must be 

done by individuals: the church will only get 

right by each man getting right."  

C.H. Spurgeon 



Revelation 3 
21 To him who overcomes I will grant to 

sit with Me on My throne, as I also 

overcame and sat down with My Father 

on His throne. 

NKJV 



Revelation 3 
22 “He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ” 

 NKJV 
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“The letters to the seven churches are a 

remarkably complete treatment of problems 

that face the church today. The recurring 

dangers of losing their first love (2:4), of 

being afraid of suffering (2:10), doctrinal 

defection (2:14-15), moral departure (2:20), 

spiritual deadness (3:1-2), not holding fast 

(v. 11), and lukewarmness (vv. 15-16) are 

just as prevalent today as they were in first-

century churches.  



Because these letters come from Christ 

personally, they take on significance as 

God’s final word of exhortation to the church 

down through the centuries. The final appeal 

is to all individuals who will hear. People in 

churches today would do well to listen.”  
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testament Copyright 1983, 

SP Publications, Inc. All rights reserved 






