












Levels Of Application 

1. Local 

2. To All Churches 

3. Personal 

4. Prophetic – Church History  

 



Prophetic Profile

Ephesus

Smyrna

Pergamum

Thyatira

Sardis

Philadelphia

Laodicea

Apostolic Church

Persecuted Church

Married (Worldly) Church

Medieval Church

Denominational Church

Missionary Church

Apostate Church
History of the Church



Seven Churches of Jesus & Paul

• Ephesus (Apostolic) Ephesians

• Smyrna (Persecuted) Philippians (Joy through Suffering)

• Pergamum (Married to world) Corinthians (Worldly) 

• Thyatira (Jezebel) Galatians (religious externalism)

• Sardis (Dead) Romans (Definitive Orthodoxy)

• Philadelphia (True Church) Thessalonians (Rapture)

(I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world)

• Laodicea Colossians 
(a few miles from Laodicea-instructed to trade letters with Laodicea; Greek 

phrases unique only to these two letters).

Jesus Paul



Revelation 3 

“And to the angel of the church in Sardis 

write, 

‘These things says He who has the seven 

Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know 

your works, that you have a name that you 

are alive, but you are dead. 



 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things 

which remain, that are ready to die, for I 

have not found your works perfect before 

God. 3 Remember therefore how you have 

received and heard; hold fast and repent. 

Therefore if you will not watch, I will come 

upon you as a thief, and you will not know 

what hour I will come upon you.  



4 You have a few names even in Sardis who 

have not defiled their garments; and they 

shall walk with Me in white, for they are 

worthy. 5 He who overcomes shall be clothed 

in white garments, and I will not blot out his 

name from the Book of Life; but I will 

confess his name before My Father and 

before His angels. 6 “He who has an ear, let 

him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.” ’ NKJV 



Revelation 3 

“And to the angel of the church in 

Sardis write, 

NKJV 











On all sides but one the rock walls are smooth, 

nearly perpendicular and absolutely unscalable. 

The only access is on the southern side by a 

very steep and difficult path. One time when I 

was there, another preacher and I tried to make 

the climb. He went farther than I did, but we 

both gave up long before we reached the top.  

McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible Commentary: The Prophecy 

(Revelation 1-5) (electronic ed., Vol. 58, p. 91). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 



 "Although the situation of the city was ideal for 

defense, as it stood high above the valley of 

Hermus and was surrounded by deep cliffs 

almost impossible to scale, Sardis had twice 

before fallen because of overconfidence and 

failure to watch. In 549 B.C. the Persian King 

Cyrus had ended the rule of Croesus by scaling 

the cliffs under the cover of darkness. In 214 

B.C. the armies of Antiochus the Great (III) 

captured the city by the same method."  

Walvoord 







“The great characteristic of Sardis was 

that, even on pagan lips, Sardis was a 

name of contempt. Its people were 

notoriously loose-living, notoriously 

pleasure-and luxury loving. Sardis was 

a city of the decadence.”  

William Barclay 

 



"It is of interest to note 

that the first coinage 

ever to be minted in 

Asia Minor was 

minted in Sardis in the 

days of 

Croesus….Sardis was 

the place where 

modern money was 

born."  

William Barclay 



Revelation 3 
1 …‘These things says He who has the 

seven Spirits of God and the seven 

stars: “I know your works, that you 

have a name (onoma) that you are 

alive, but you are dead.  

NKJV 



How does a church die? Why does Christ use 

this expression for Sardis even though the 

churches at Thyatira and Laodicea also had 

serious problems? Sardis had had significant 

fame as a royal city, but now it was nothing. 

The citizens were living off past fame. 

Apparently the same spirit had affected the 

church. Their loyalty and service to Christ was 

in the past. Now they were nothing.  



It may be that they had so made peace with the 

surrounding society that the offense of the 

Cross had ceased, and they were no longer in 

jeopardy of life or vulnerable to suffering…The 

Sardian church was for the most part a duped 

church.  

Revelation, Alan Johnson, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary p. 448  



The Church at Sardis:  

“A perfect model of inoffensive Christianity.”  

Caird 

 



“The church of Sardis was at peace – but it was 

the peace of the dead…the peace of a man 

whose dreams are dead and whose mind is 

asleep, the peace of lethargy and evasion.” 
William Barclay, Letters to the Seven Churches p. 72 

 



Revelation 3 
2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things 

which remain, that are ready to die, for 

I have not found your works perfect 

before God. 

NKJV 



1Peter 5 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil walks about like a 

roaring lion, seeking whom he may 

devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the 

faith, knowing that the same sufferings 

are experienced by your brotherhood in 

the world. NKJV 



• Four out of ten Christians (40%) strongly agreed 

that Satan “is not a living being but is a symbol of 

evil.”  

• An additional two out of ten Christians (19%) said 

they “agree somewhat” with that perspective.  

• A minority of Christians indicated that they believe 

Satan is real by disagreeing with the statement: 

one-quarter (26%) disagreed strongly and about 

one-tenth (9%) disagreed somewhat.  

• The remaining 8% were not sure what they believe 

about the existence of Satan. Barna Research Group 

 



Protestantism, as a whole, has turned away 

from looking for the coming of Jesus Christ, 

and they have built up these systems that 

certain things must be fulfilled before He can 

come. My friend, it is tissue–thin from where we 

are right now to the coming of Christ for His 

church. He could come the next moment or 

tomorrow…In view of the fact that the Rapture 

could take place at any moment, the church is 

to be alert.  



The date is not set, nor even the period in which 

He will come, and the reason for that is that the 

church is to be constantly on the alert for His 

coming—“Looking for that blessed hope …” 

(Titus 2:13). You see, anyone can make ready for 

a fixed hour, but you must always be ready for an 

unexpected hour. The Lord Jesus is saying to 

Protestantism that they are constantly to be on 

the alert.  

McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible Commentary: The Prophecy 

(Revelation 1-5) 



Revelation 3 
3 Remember therefore how you have 

received and heard; hold fast and 
repent.  

NKJV 



Mark 7 
8You have let go of the commands of 

God and are holding on to the traditions 

of men.” 

 NIV 





For instance, the Protestant church, by and 

large, has lost the authority of the Word of God. 

Rather than holding to the doctrine of the total 

depravity of man, many of our conservative 

churches are improving and using cosmetics on 

the carnal nature, thinking that somehow or 

another you can get up a few little rules and 

regulations which are going to enable you to 

live the Christian life.  



Also, the great doctrine of justification by faith 

has been pretty much abandoned, and a 

legalistic message is given that you have to do 

something in order to be saved. These are the 

things which characterize Protestantism today; 

it is very far from its original position.  

McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible Commentary: The Prophecy 

(Revelation 1-5) (electronic ed., Vol. 58, pp. 94–95). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson.  



Revelation 3  
3…Therefore if you will not watch, I will 

come upon you as a thief, and you will 

not know what hour I will come upon 

you. 

NKJV 



Matthew 24:  

42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what 

hour your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, 

that if the master of the house had known 

what hour the thief would come, he would 

have watched and not allowed his house to 

be broken into. 44 Therefore you also be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect. NKJV 



1Thessalonians 5 
1Now, brothers, about times and dates we 

do not need to write to you, 2for you know 

very well that the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief in the night. 3While people are 

saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will 

come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a 

pregnant woman, and they will not escape.  



4But you, brothers, are not in darkness so 

that this day should surprise you like a 

thief. 5You are all sons of the light and sons 

of the day. We do not belong to the night or 

to the darkness. 6So then, let us not be like 

others, who are asleep, but let us be alert 

and self-controlled.   

NIV 



Revelation 3 
4 You have a few names even in Sardis 

who have not defiled their garments; 

and they shall walk with Me in white, for 

they are worthy. NKJV 



Matthew 22  
2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain 

king who arranged a marriage for his son, 
3 and sent out his servants to call those who 

were invited to the wedding; and they were 

not willing to come. 



 4 Again, he sent out other servants, saying, 

‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have 

prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted 

cattle are killed, and all things are ready. 

Come to the wedding.” ’ 5 But they made 

light of it and went their ways, one to his 

own farm, another to his business. 6 And the 

rest seized his servants, treated them 

spitefully, and killed them. 



 7 But when the king heard about it, he was 

furious. And he sent out his armies, 

destroyed those murderers, and burned up 

their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The 

wedding is ready, but those who were invited 

were not worthy. 9 Therefore go into the 

highways, and as many as you find, invite to 

the wedding.’ 



10 So those servants went out into the 

highways and gathered together all whom 

they found, both bad and good. And the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 “But 

when the king came in to see the guests, he 

saw a man there who did not have on a 

wedding garment. 12 So he said to him, 

‘Friend, how did you come in here without a 

wedding garment?’ And he was speechless.  



13 Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind 

him hand and foot, take him away, and cast 

him into outer darkness; there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 “For 

many are called, but few are chosen.” 

NKJV 



Ironically, the Sardians were occupied  with 

their outward appearance, but they were not 

concerned with inner purity toward Christ and 

their outward moral life in a pagan society. 
Revelation, Alan Johnson, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary p. 449 



1Peter 3 
 3 Your beauty should not come from outward 

adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and 

the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. 
4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, 

the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet 

spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 

NIV   



Revelation 3  
5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in 

white garments, and I will not blot out his 

name from the Book of Life; but I will 

confess his name before My Father and 

before His angels. 

NKJV 



 Matthew 10 
32 “Everyone who confesses Me before men, 

I will also confess him before My Father who 

is in heaven.”  

NKJV 



While this passage may imply that a name 

could be erased from the book of life, actually it 

only gives a positive affirmation that their 

names will not be erased.  

Walvoord, J. F. (1985). Revelation. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck 

(Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures (Vol. 2, pp. 938–939). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



Revelation 20 
 15 And anyone not found written in the Book 

of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 

NKJV 



"By all the measurements 

that I have for defining a 

Christian, I am not a 

Christian."  

Joshua Harris 





Revelation 3 
 6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 

NKJV 



John 1 
12 But as many as received Him, to them He 

gave the right to become children of God, to 

those who believe in His name: 13 who were 

born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 

nor of the will of man, but of God.  

NKJV 






