






Matthew 5 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.11 “Blessed are you when 

they revile and persecute you, and say all 

kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 
12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great 

is your reward in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before 

you. NKJV 
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Revelation 2 
8 “And to the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write, 

NKJV 











The “Street of Gold” curved around the 

sloping hill from east to west and had a 

temple to Cybele at one end and a temple to 

Zeus at the other. Because of its length and 

fine building along the way, including 

temples to Apollo, Asklepios, and Aphrodite, 

the street was compared to a necklace of 

Jewels around the neck of a statue. To some 

this was the ideal city on earth (Ramsay).  
Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 1-7, An Exegetical Commentary  



“Smyrna was a great trade city… Smyrna 

stood at the end of the road which served 

the valley of the river Hermus, and all the 

trade of that valley flowed into its markets 

and found an outlet through its harbor. It had 

a specially rich trade in wines. Smyrna, like 

Ephesus, was a city of wealth and 

commercial greatness.”  
William Barclay 



• In 196 B.C. Smyrna built the first 

temple to Dea Roma - the goddess 

of Rome, the spiritual symbol of the 

Roman Empire.  

• The Roman Emperor Domitian (81-

96 A.D.) was the first to demand 

worship under the title "Lord" . 



“Once a year the Roman citizen must burn a 

pinch of incense on the altar to the godhead of 

Caesar; and having done so, he was given a 

certificate to guarantee that he had performed 

his religious duty… All that the Christians had 

to do was to burn that pinch of incense, say, 

'Caesar is Lord,' receive their certificate, and go 

away and worship as they pleased. But that is 

precisely what the Christians would not do.  



They would give no man the name of Lord; that 

name they would keep for Jesus Christ and 

Jesus Christ alone. They would not even 

formally conform."  

William Barclay 



Smyrna 

Hebrew word mar  

“bitter”  

Myrrh 



Revelation 2 
8…‘These things says the First and the 

Last, who was dead, and came to life:  

NKJV 



Isaiah 44 
6“Thus says the LORD, the King of 

Israel, And his Redeemer, the LORD of 

hosts: ‘I am the First and I am the Last; 

Besides Me there is no God. 

NKJV 



Revelation 2 
9 “I know your works, tribulation, and 

poverty (but you are rich); and I know 

the blasphemy of those who say they 

are Jews and are not, but are a 

synagogue of Satan.  

NKJV 



• Cannibalism (based on a misunderstanding 

of the Lord’s Supper),  

• Immorality (based on a perversion of the 

holy kiss with which believers greeted each 

other; cf. Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 

13:12; 1 Thess. 5:26),  

• Breaking up homes (when one spouse 

became a Christian and the other did not, it 

often caused conflict; cf. Luke 12:51–53),  



• Atheism (because Christians rejected the 

pagan pantheon of deities), and  

• Political disloyalty and rebellion (because 

Christians refused to offer the required 

sacrifices to the emperor). 



“Sweet smelling Smyrna, the poorest but 

purest of the seven.”  

John Trapp 



Mark 10  

23 Then Jesus looked around and said 

to His disciples, “How hard it is for 

those who have riches to enter the 

kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples 

were astonished at His words.  



But Jesus answered again and said to 

them, “Children, how hard it is for those 

who trust in riches to enter the kingdom 

of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a 

rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 



26 And they were greatly astonished, 

saying among themselves, “Who then 

can be saved?” 27 But Jesus looked at 

them and said, “With men it is 

impossible, but not with God; for with 

God all things are possible.” 

NKJV 



Jesus owned nothing. He was born in a 

borrowed cave, preached from a 

borrowed boat, rode into Jerusalem on 

a borrowed donkey, ate His final supper 

in a borrowed room, was crucified on a 

borrowed cross, and buried in a 

borrowed tomb.  
Jeff Lasseigne, Unlocking The Last Days 

  



Revelation 2 
10 Do not fear any of those things which 

you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil 

is about to throw some of you into prison, 

that you may be tested, and you will have 

tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, 

and I will give you the crown of life.  

NKJV 



  

“The expression ten days is not to be 

taken literally; it is the normal Greek 

expression for a short time.”  

William Barclay 



54-68 Nero (Paul beheaded; Peter crucified) 

95-96 Domitian (John exiled to Patmos) 

104-117 Trajan (Ignatius burned at the stake) 

161-180 Marcus Aurelius (Polycarp martyred) 

200-211 Septimus Severus (killed Irenaeus) 

235-237 Maximinus (killed Ursula and Hippolytus) 

249-251 Decius 

257-260 Valerian 

270-275 Aurelian 

303-313 Diocletian (Worst of all) 



“The saints at Smyrna had not been given a 

pep-talk on ‘How to Win Friends and 

Influence People.’ They had no testimony on 

‘How Faith Made Me Mayor of Smyrna.’ 

They were not promised deliverance from 

tribulation, poverty and reviling. In fact, the 

worst was yet to come.”  

(Havner) 



1 Peter 4 
12 Beloved, do not think it strange 

concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 

as though some strange thing happened to 

you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you 

partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when 

His glory is revealed, you may also be glad 

with exceeding joy. 

NKJV 



Psalm 56 
10    In God, whose word I praise, in the 

LORD, whose word I praise—  11 in 

God I trust; I will not be afraid. What 

can man do to me?  

NIV 



Revelation 2 
10 Do not fear any of those things which 

you are about to suffer. Indeed, the 

devil is about to throw some of you into 

prison, that you may be tested, and you 

will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful 

until death, and I will give you the 

crown (stephanos) of life.  

NKJV 



Revelation 2 
11 “He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches. 

He who overcomes shall not be hurt by 

the second death.” ’  

NKJV 



1.  Spiritual death – this describes the unsaved 

person who is alive physically but spiritually 

dead in his sins. Every unsaved person today is 

spiritually dead in trespasses (Eph 2:1, 5; Col. 

2:13) 

2.  Physical death – this speaks of any person, 

saved or unsaved, who dies physically. 

3.  Eternal death – this speaks of the unsaved 

person who is spiritually dead and then dies 

physically; he experiences eternal death, which 

is eternal suffering and punishment (Rev. 21:8)                        



Revelation 21 
 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, 

abominable, murderers, sexually 

immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all 

liars shall have their part in the lake 

which burns with fire and brimstone, 

which is the second death.” 

NKJV 



God whispers to us in our pleasures, 

speaks in our conscience, but 

shouts in our pain; it is His 

megaphone to rouse a dead world. 

C.S. Lewis 






