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Constantine, Roman Emperor from 306 to 

337 A.D. Tradition tells us that he was 

converted to Christianity suddenly, and by a 

miracle. One evening, October 28, during 

the contest with Maxentius, he saw a radiant 

symbol appearing in the heavens, with the 

inscription,  



"By this thou shalt conquer.” 



The tradition is first mentioned by Eusebius, 

in his De Vita Constantini, written after the 

emperor’s death. But his conversion was a 

change of policy, rather than of moral 

character. Long after that event he killed, his 

son, his second wife, several others of his 

relatives, and some of his most intimate 

friends, in passionate resentment of some 

fancied infringement of his rights. 



Chi Rho  

ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ (Christos) 



Seven Churches of Jesus & Paul

• Ephesus (Apostolic) Ephesians

• Smyrna (Persecuted) Philippians (Joy through Suffering)

• Pergamum (Married to world) Corinthians (Worldly) 

• Thyatira (Jezebel) Galatians (religious externalism)

• Sardis (Dead) Romans (Definitive Orthodoxy)

• Philadelphia (True Church) Thessalonians (Rapture)

(I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world)

• Laodicea Colossians 
(a few miles from Laodicea-instructed to trade letters with Laodicea; Greek 

phrases unique only to these two letters).

Jesus Paul



Revelation 2 
12 “And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write, ‘These things says He who 

has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I know 

your works, and where you dwell, where 

Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My 

name, and did not deny My faith even in the 

days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, 

who was killed among you, where Satan 

dwells.  



14 But I have a few things against you, 

because you have there those who hold the 

doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put 

a stumbling block before the children of 

Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to 

commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus you also 

have those who hold the doctrine of the 

Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.  



16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly 

and will fight against them with the sword of 

My mouth.  17 “He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 

him who overcomes I will give some of the 

hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a 

white stone, and on the stone a new name 

written which no one knows except him who 

receives it.” ’ NKJV 



Revelation 2 
12 “And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write, ‘These things says He 
who has the sharp two-edged sword: 

NKJV 



















“Beyond all other sites in Asia Minor it gives 

the traveler the impression of a royal city, the 

home of authority: the rocky hill on which it 

stands is so huge, and dominates the broad 

plain of the Caicus [River valley] so proudly 

and boldly.”  
The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia (Albany, Oreg.: AGES 

Software; reprint of the 1904 edition], 226). 





Revelation 2  
12 “And to the angel of the church in 

Pergamos write, ‘These things says He 

who has the sharp two-edged sword: 

NKJV 



Revelation 2  
13 “I know your works, and where you 

dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you 

hold fast to My name, and did not deny 

My faith even in the days in which 

Antipas was My faithful martyr, who 

was killed among you, where Satan 

dwells. NKJV 



In other cities a Christian might be in danger 

on only one day a year when a pinch of 

incense had to be burned in worship of the 

emperor. In Pergamum, however, Christians 

were in danger every day of the year for the 

same reason.  
Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 1-7, An Exegetical Commentary p. 180 



















Revelation 2  
13 “I know your works, and where you 

dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you 

hold fast to My name, and did not deny 

My faith even in the days in which 

Antipas was My faithful martyr, who 

was killed among you, where Satan 

dwells. NKJV 



Revelation 2 
14 But I have a few things against you, 

because you have there those who hold the 

doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put 

a stumbling block before the children of 

Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to 

commit sexual immorality. NKJV 



Numbers 24  
2When Balaam looked out and saw Israel 

encamped tribe by tribe, the Spirit of God 

came upon him 3and he uttered his oracle:  

“The oracle of Balaam son of Beor,  the 

oracle of one whose eye sees clearly, 4the 

oracle of one who hears the words of God, 

who sees a vision from the Almighty, who 

falls prostrate, and whose eyes are opened: 



5“How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob, 

your dwelling places, O Israel!... 17 “I see 

him, but not now; I behold him, but not 

near.  A Star will come out of Jacob; a 

Scepter will rise out of Israel.  

NIV 





Numbers 25   

Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and 

the people began to commit harlotry with the 

women of Moab. 2 They invited the people to 

the sacrifices of their gods, and the people 

ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So 

Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, and the 

anger of the LORD was aroused against 

Israel. NKJV 



Numbers 31 
15 And Moses said to them: “Have you kept 

all the women alive? 16 Look, these women 

caused the children of Israel, through the 

counsel of Balaam, to trespass against the 

LORD in the incident of Peor, and there was 

a plague among the congregation of the 

LORD.  

NKJV 



Growing up in an evangelical church, I was 

sure premarital sex was the unforgivable sin. 

Someone who lies can come clean, and 

someone who kills can repent, but if you’re not 

a virgin on your wedding day, you can never go 

back and fix it. When I took Bible classes at my 

Christian college, I was surprised to find that 

the Bible wasn’t so clear on this topic.  



In fact, the Bible never says sex before 

marriage is a sin. But as a single Christian 

woman, that alone didn’t grant me permission 

to start having sex. It was when my faith 

deepened and I discovered a God who is 

genuinely loving. Shame separates us from 

God, not our actions. Christianity is built on 

unconditional love, not good morals.  
July 22, 2018 by dani Premarital Sex Is Not a Sin 



Galatians 5 
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: 

sexual immorality, impurity and 

debauchery;… 

NIV 



1Corinthians 6 
 18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other 

sins a person commits are outside the 

body, but whoever sins sexually, sins 

against their own body.  

NIV 

 



1Thessalonians 4 
3 It is God’s will that you should be 

sanctified: that you should avoid sexual 

immorality; 4 that each of you should 

learn to control your own body a in a 

way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in 

passionate lust like the pagans, who do 

not know God. NIV 

 



Ephesians 5 
3 But among you there must not be 

even a hint of sexual immorality… 

NIV 

 



Colossians 3 
 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever 

belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 

immorality… 

NIV  

 



Revelation 2 
15 Thus you also have those who hold 

the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which 

thing I hate.  

NKJV 
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2Chronicles 7 
14 if My people who are called by My 

name will humble themselves, and pray 

and seek My face, and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin and 

heal their land.  

NKJV 



Revelation 2 
16 Repent, or else I will come to you 

quickly and will fight against them with 

the sword of My mouth.  

NKJV 



Joshua 13   
22 The children of Israel also killed with 

the sword Balaam the son of Beor, the 

soothsayer, among those who were 

killed by them. 

NKJV 



Revelation 2  
17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches. To him 

who overcomes I will give some of the 

hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a 

white stone, and on the stone a new 

name written which no one knows except 

him who receives it.” ’ NKJV 






