


1. Jesus revealed 

2. Written to the church 

3. Speaking of His Coming Again  

4. The Incarnation 

5. The Mystery Of The Church 





The seven messages emphasize 

practical patterns heavily and in so 

doing recall that the Apocalypse was 

written for a distinctly practical purpose. 

Robert L. Thomas  



KEY VERSE – 1:19 
…which you have seen 

 The Vision Of Christ   Chapter 1 

  

…which are 

 The 7 Churches   Chapters 2-3  

 

…which will take place after this (meta tauta) 

 After The Church    Chapters 4-22 



Seven Elements 
1. A Commission – “To the angel of the church…” 

2. Title Of Christ – “These are the words of Him…” 

3. An Insight – “I know your deeds…” 

4. Concern – “I hold this against you…” (Except 

Smyrna & Phil.) 

5. Exhortation - “Repent…” “Do Not Be afraid…” 

“Hold on…” 

6. Promise - “To Him who overcomes…”  

7. Call: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches.” 

 



Levels Of Application 

1. Local 

2. To All Churches 

3. Personal 

4. Prophetic – Church History  

 



Prophetic Profile

Ephesus

Smyrna

Pergamum

Thyatira

Sardis

Philadelphia

Laodicea

Apostolic Church

Persecuted Church

Married (Worldly) Church

Medieval Church

Denominational Church

Missionary Church

Apostate Church
History of the Church



Seven Churches of Jesus & Paul

• Ephesus (Apostolic) Ephesians

• Smyrna (Persecuted) Philippians (Joy through Suffering)

• Pergamum (Married to world) Corinthians (Worldly) 

• Thyatira (Jezebel) Galatians (religious externalism)

• Sardis (Dead) Romans (Definitive Orthodoxy)

• Philadelphia (True Church) Thessalonians (Rapture)

(I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world)

• Laodicea Colossians 
(a few miles from Laodicea-instructed to trade letters with Laodicea; Greek 

phrases unique only to these two letters).

Jesus Paul



7 Churches of Asia (Revelation) 



Revelation 2 

“To the angel of the church of Ephesus 

write, ‘These things says He who holds 

the seven stars in His right hand, who 

walks in the midst of the seven golden 

lampstands: 



2 “I know your works, your labor, your 

patience, and that you cannot bear 

those who are evil. And you have 

tested those who say they are apostles 

and are not, and have found them liars; 
3 and you have persevered and have 

patience, and have labored for My 

name’s sake and have not become 

weary.  



4 Nevertheless I have this against you, 

that you have left your first love. 
5 Remember therefore from where you 

have fallen; repent and do the first 

works, or else I will come to you quickly 

and remove your lampstand from its 

place—unless you repent. 6 But this 

you have, that you hate the deeds of 

the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  



7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches. To him 

who overcomes I will give to eat from 

the tree of life, which is in the midst of 

the Paradise of God.” ’ 

NKJV 



Revelation 2 

“To the angel of the church (ekklesias) 

of Ephesus write, 

NKJV 















Revelation 2 

… ‘These things says He who holds the 

seven stars in His right hand, who 

walks in the midst of the seven golden 

lampstands: 

NKJV  

 



Revelation 2 
2 “I know (oida) your works, your 

labor, your patience, and that you 

cannot bear those who are evil. And 

you have tested those who say they 

are apostles and are not, and have 

found them liars; NKJV  

 



Acts 20 
17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and 

called for the elders of the 

church…29 For I know this, that after my 

departure savage wolves will come in 

among you, not sparing the flock.  



30 Also from among yourselves men will 

rise up, speaking perverse things, to 

draw away the disciples after 

themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and 

remember that for three years I did not 

cease to warn everyone night and day 

with tears. NKJV  

 



“For better or for worse, 

the influence of the 

church, which used to 

be all powerful, has 

been usurped by film.” 

George Lucas 



Revelation 2 
3 and you have persevered and have 

patience, and have labored for My 

name’s sake and have not become 

weary. 

NKJV  



Revelation 2 
4 Nevertheless I have this against you, 

that you have left your first                 
love (agapēn).  

NKJV 



1Corinthians 13 

 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can 

fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 

and if I have a faith that can move 

mountains, but have not love, I am 

nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor 

and surrender my body to the flames, but 

have not love, I gain nothing.” NIV 



John 13 
 34“A new command I give you: Love 

one another. As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another.   35By this 

all men will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another.”  

NIV                                      



John 14 
 15“If you love me, you will obey what I 

command.   

 NIV 



John 15 
9“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved 

you; abide in My love. 10If you keep My 

commandments, you will abide in My love, 

just as I have kept My Father’s 

commandments and abide in His 

love….17These things I command you, that 

you love one another.  

NKJV 



“The loneliness of existence, the 

empty feeling of walking through 

life by yourself, searching for 

something greater-a purpose and 

a meaning! We all have trodden 

down this path at one time or 

another. All generations have had 

to grapple with this search-be it the 

youth culture of today, the 1960s 

hippies, or the 1360s knights in 

shining armor.  



It doesn’t matter what generation 

the person lived, the truth is we 

are all looking for love and 

meaning. One thinker has said that 

there is a God-shaped hole in 

each of us. Until we fill that hole 

with the love of Christ, we will 

continue to walk our journey 

lonely, empty, and confused.  



The good news is that God has 

demonstrated His love for us-

sending Jesus to show us God’s 

love, which is the more excellent 

way.”  

Chuck Smith, Love: The More 

Excellent Way 



 Luke 10 
 38As Jesus and his disciples were on 

their way, he came to a village where a 

woman named Martha opened her 

home to him. 39She had a sister called 

Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet 

listening to what he said.  



40But Martha was distracted by all the 

preparations that had to be made. She 

came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t 

you care that my sister has left me to 

do the work by myself? Tell her to help 

me!” 



41“Martha, Martha,” the Lord 

answered, “you are worried and upset 

about many things, 42but only one thing 

is needed. Mary has chosen what is 

better, and it will not be taken away 

from her.”  

NIV  



1. You can go hours or days without having 

more than a passing thought of Him. 

2. You don’t have a strong desire to spend time 

with Him. 

3. You don’t have a strong hunger for the Word; 

Bible reading is a “chore”—something to mark 

off your “to do” list. 

4. Spending time in prayer is a burden/duty 

rather than a delight.   



5. You do not willingly and cheerfully give to 

God’s work or to the needs of others.  

6. You spend more time and effort on your 

physical appearance than on cultivating inner 

spiritual beauty to please Christ. 

7. You view Christ's commands as restrictions to 

your happiness rather than expressions of His 

love. 

8.  You strive for affirmation from the world rather 

than approval from the Lord.  



9. You fail to make Christ or His words known 

because you fear rejection.  

10.You refuse to give up an activity that you 

know is offending a weaker brother.  

11.You become complacent toward sinful 

conditions around you.  

12.You are unwilling to forgive your offenders. 



Matthew 24 
11 And many false prophets shall rise, 

and shall deceive many. 12 And 

because iniquity shall abound, the love 

of many shall wax cold.  

NKJV 



Revelation 2 
5 Remember therefore from where you 

have fallen; repent and do the first 

works, or else I will come to you quickly 

and remove your lampstand from its 

place—unless you repent.  

NKJV 



Acts 20 
26 Therefore I testify to you this day that 

I am innocent of the blood of all men. 
27 For I have not shunned to declare to 

you the whole counsel of God.  

NKJV 



Revelation 2 
5 Remember therefore from where you 

have fallen; repent and do the first 

works, or else I will come to you quickly 

and remove your lampstand from its 

place—unless you repent.  

NKJV 



Most of the Ephesian Christians were now 

second-generation believers, and though they 

had retained purity of doctrine and life and had 

maintained a high level of service, they were 

lacking in deep devotion to Christ. How the 

church today needs to heed this same warning, 

that orthodoxy and service are not enough. Christ 

wants believers’ hearts as well as their hands 

and heads.  
Walvoord, J. F. (1985). Revelation. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck 

(Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures (Vol. 2, pp. 933–934). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



Revelation 2 
6 But this you have, that you hate the 
deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also 

hate.  

NKJV 



"The Nicolaitans are the followers of that Nicolas 

who was one of the seven first ordained to the 

diaconate by the apostles. They lead lives of 

unrestrained indulgence. The character of these 

men is plainly pointed out in the Apocalypse of 

John, as teaching that it is a matter of 

indifference to practice adultery, and to eat things 

sacrifice to idols."  
Against Heresies, book 1, chapter 26. From the Ante Nicean Fathers 

Volume 1, page 352 



"They claimed not that they were 

destroying Christianity, but that they were 

presenting an improved and modernized 

version of it."  

William Barclay 



Revelation 2 
7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches. To him 

who overcomes I will give to eat from 

the tree of life, which is in the midst of 

the Paradise of God.” ’ 

NKJV 






