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2Corinthians 11 
2 For I am jealous for you with godly 

jealousy. For I have betrothed you to 

one husband, that I may present you as 

a chaste virgin to Christ. 

NKJV 



Ephesians 5 
 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 

also loved the church and gave Himself for 

her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her 

with the washing of water by the word, 27 that 

He might present her to Himself a glorious 

church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing, but that she should be holy and without 

blemish…32 This is a great mystery, but I speak 

concerning Christ and the church. NKJV 



Revelation 21 
9 Then one of the seven angels who 

had the seven bowls filled with the 

seven last plagues came to me and 

talked with me, saying, “Come, I will 

show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”  

NKJV 



Revelation 19 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give 

Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 

has come, and His wife has made 

herself ready.” 8 And to her it was 

granted to be arrayed in fine linen, 

clean and bright, for the fine linen is the 

righteous acts of the saints. 



9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed 

are those who are called to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he 

said to me, “These are the true sayings 

of God.” 



10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. 

But he said to me, “See that you do not 

do that! I am your fellow servant, and of 

your brethren who have the testimony 

of Jesus. Worship God! For the 

testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy.” 

NKJV 



Revelation 19 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give 

Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 

has come, and His wife has made 

herself ready.”  

NKJV 

 



2Corinthians 5 
 10 For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive the things done in the 

body, according to what he has done, 

whether good or bad. 

NKJV 



1Corinthians 3 
14 If anyone’s work which he has built 

on it endures, he will receive a reward. 
15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will 

suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, 

yet so as through fire. 

NKJV 



Revelation 19  
8 And to her it was granted to be 

arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, 

for the fine linen is the righteous acts of 

the saints. 

NKJV 



“It is necessary to have the marriage initiated in 

heaven after the Rapture of the saints, because 

when Christ’s army of saints return with Him to 

earth, they will have already put on their 

wedding apparel (19:8,14). So the initiation of 

that union happens in heaven, but the 

celebration of that union with a grand wedding 

feast ensues on earth for the span of the 

millennial and eternal kingdoms.”  
Robert L Thomas, Revelation 8-22 p. 366-367  



The Jewish Wedding 
1. Betrothal (shiddukhin): The prospective groom 

travels from his father’s house to the home of the 

prospective bride, paying the purchase price, 

and thus establishing the marriage covenant 

(ketubah) (Isa 61:10; Judg 14:10-11; Jer 2:32; 

Isa 49:18; Ps 45:8-15). In the street, among 

witnesses, He gives her the cup of Joy… And 

then says: “I will not drink of this fruit of the vine 

from now on until that day when I drink it new 

with you in my father’s house.” (Matt 26:27-29) 



 Matthew 26 
27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 

and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for many for the 

remission of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will 

not drink of this fruit of the vine from now 

on until that day when I drink it new with 

you in My Father’s kingdom.” NKJV 



2. Bride Makes Herself Ready – The Bride 

prepares wedding garments from materials 

from the groom’s family (Gifts and fruit of 

the Spirit). The groom returns to his 

father’s house remaining separate from his 

bride (usually a year) during which time he 

prepares the feast and living 

accommodations for his bride in his 

father’s house; (John 14:1-3 Wedding 

imagery) 



 John 14 
 2 In My Father’s house are many 

mansions; if it were not so, I would have 

told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and receive you to 

Myself; that where I am, there you may be 

also. NKJV 



3. The Groom Returns - The groom finishes 

accommodations and feast preparations and 

asks his father when he can go and receive 

his bride (It is up to the father of the groom; 

no one knows except the father). When the 

father approves, the groom comes for his 

bride at a time not known exactly to her; she 

lives in expectation until he surprises her on 

his return (surprise party). When she sees 

him coming she meets him in the street. (Jer 

7:34; 16:9; 25:10; Ps 45:8-15; Mt 25:1-13).  



Matthew 24 
 36 “But of that day and hour no one 

knows, not even the angels of heaven, 

but My Father only. 37 But as the days 

of Noah were, so also will the coming 

of the Son of Man be.  



38 For as in the days before the flood, 

they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day 

that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did 

not know until the flood came and took 

them all away, so also will the coming 

of the Son of Man be.  

NKJV 



4. The Groom and Bride go to Father’s 

house - He returns with her to the groom’s 

father’s house to celebrate the wedding 

feast for the next seven days (during which 

the bride remained closeted in her bridal 

chamber; Isa. 26:20-21). 7-year tribulation?  



Isaiah 26 
 20 Come, my people, enter your 

chambers, 

And shut your doors behind you; 

Hide yourself, as it were, for a little 

moment, 

Until the indignation is past. 

NKJV 



5. The Ceremony - Then the actual ceremony 

takes place called the huppah, during which 

the vows are exchanged.  

6. The Bride Is Introduced - After the 

ceremony, the Bride is introduced to the 

guests, and  

7. Marriage Supper - then came a final meal 

(the marriage supper), followed by the 

consummation of the marriage. 

 



Matthew 25 

“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be 

likened to ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went out to meet the 

bridegroom. 2 Now five of them were 

wise, and five were foolish. 3 Those 

who were foolish took their lamps and 

took no oil with them, 4 but the wise 

took oil in their vessels with their lamps.  



5 But while the bridegroom was 

delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 
6 “And at midnight a cry was heard: 

‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go 

out to meet him!’ 7 Then all those 

virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 
8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 

us some of your oil, for our lamps are 

going out.’ 



9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, 

lest there should not be enough for us 

and you; but go rather to those who 

sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And 

while they went to buy, the bridegroom 

came, and those who were ready went 

in with him to the wedding; and the 

door was shut.  



11 “Afterward the other virgins came 

also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 
12 But he answered and said, 

‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know 

you.’ 13 “Watch therefore, for you know 

neither the day nor the hour in which 

the Son of Man is coming. 

NKJV 



1Thessalonians 4 
 17 Then we who are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them 

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And thus we shall always be with the 

Lord. 

NKJV 
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“Without a question, the church in the NT is 

Christ’s bride (Eph 5:32). She is a virgin bride 

(2Cor.11:2), not a divorced wife returning to her 

husband. The latter is the image of Israel (e.g., 

Jer. 3:14-20). She can never be a virgin again 

(cf. Lev. 21:13-14). In contrast, the church is a 

virgin waiting for her coming bridegroom (Rev. 

21:2,9).”  
Robert L Thomas, Revelation, An Exegetical Commentary  



“During the Tribulation, the raptured church will 

be presented in heaven. But at the end of those 

seven years of joyous fellowship and wonderful 

celebration, the time will come for the wedding 

ceremony, the marriage of the 

Lamb….Betrothed in eternity past, presented in 

the Father’s house since the Rapture, the 

church is now ready for the wedding ceremony 

to begin.  



That ceremony will coincide with the 

establishment of the millennial kingdom, and 

stretch throughout that thousand-year period to 

be finally consummated in the new heavens 

and the new earth (cf. 21:1–2).   
John MacArthur 



Revelation 19 

9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed 

are those who are called to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he 

said to me, “These are the true sayings 

of God.”  

NKJV 

 



• These guests represent Old Testament 

believers. Matthew 8:11 and Luke 13:28 both refer to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as being in the kingdom, 

and Luke 13:28 also mentions the prophets.  

• All the heroes of the faith mentioned in Hebrews 11 

will be among the invited guests.  

• John the Baptist, the greatest of all Old Testament 

believers (Matt. 11:11), who described himself as the 

friend of the bridegroom (John 3:29) and hence one 

of the invited guests.  

• All the Tribulation saints still alive on earth and 

entering the millennial kingdom, will be guests. 



“Whatever distinctions may exist between the 

saints of the pre-Abrahamic period, the saints 

in Israel before Christ, the saints among the 

Gentiles from Abraham to Christ, the saints of 

the tribulation, and the saints in the churches 

from Christ to the rapture … such distinctions 

are secondary to the great primary truth that all 

will be there by virtue of the saving work of 

Christ and their personal trust in the true 

Creator God and His provision of salvation.”  
Dr. Henry Morris, The Revelation Record Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale, 1983 



John 3 
29 He who has the bride is the 

bridegroom; but the friend of the 

bridegroom, who stands and hears him, 

rejoices greatly because of the 

bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy 

of mine is fulfilled. 

NKJV 



“The Bride of Christ is a sort of Cinderella now, 

sitting among the ashes. She is like her Lord, 

‘despised and rejected of men’; the watchmen 

smite her and take away her veil from her; for 

they know her not, even as they knew not her 

Lord. But when he shall appear, then shall she 

appear also, and in his glorious manifestation 

she also shall shine forth as the sun in the 

kingdom of the Father.”  

C.H. Spurgeon 



Revelation 19 
10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But 

he said to me, “See that you do not do 

that! I am your fellow servant, and of your 

brethren who have the testimony of 

Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of 

Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” NKJV 

 



• We are not to worship angels (Col 2:18, Rev. 

19:10)  

• We are not to worship people (Acts 10:25-26)  

• We are not to worship statues or idols (Dan 

3:18)  

• We are not to worship Mary (Ex 20:3)  

• We are not to worship previous saints (Ex 

20:3) 

• We are only to worship God (Hebrews 1:6; 

Matthew 8:2, Matthew 14:33, John 9:38) 



Exodus 20  
3“You shall have no other gods before 

Me.  

NKJV 





Colossians 3 
5 Therefore put to death your members 

which are on the earth: fornication, 

uncleanness, passion (pathos), evil 

desire, and covetousness, which is 

idolatry.  

NKJV 



1Timothy 2 
5 For there is one God and one Mediator 

between God and men, the Man Christ 

Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for 

all, to be testified in due time, 7 for which I 

was appointed a preacher and an 

apostle—I am speaking the truth in Christ 

and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in 

faith and truth. NKJV 



Revelation 19  
10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. 

But he said to me, “See that you do not 

do that! I am your fellow servant, and of 

your brethren who have the testimony 

of Jesus. Worship God! For the 

testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy.” NKJV 



"This means that prophecy at its very 

heart is designed to unfold the beauty 

and loveliness of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ."  

(Walvoord) 



Today, the church is “engaged” to Jesus Christ; 

and we love Him even though we have not 

seen Him (1 Peter 1:8). One day, He will return 

and take His bride to heaven (John 14:1–6; 1 

Thes. 4:13–18). At the Judgment Seat of Christ, 

her works will be judged and all her spots and 

blemishes removed.  



This being completed, the church will be ready 

to return to earth with her Bridegroom at the 

close of the Tribulation to reign with Him in 

glory (see Luke 13:29; Matt. 8:11). Some 

students believe that the entire Kingdom Age 

will be the “marriage supper.”  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

617). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 




