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• Rome – False Prophet – Harlot Headquarters 

• Jerusalem – Temple – Image of the Beast  

• Babylon – Origin of world system against God 

 



Revelation 18 
9 “The kings of the earth who committed 

fornication and lived luxuriously with her 

will weep and lament for her, when they 

see the smoke of her burning, 10 standing 

at a distance for fear of her torment, 

saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city 

Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour 

your judgment has come.’  



11 “And the merchants of the earth will 

weep and mourn over her, for no one 

buys their merchandise anymore: 
12 merchandise of gold and silver, 

precious stones and pearls, fine linen 

and purple, silk and scarlet,  



every kind of citron wood, every kind of 

object of ivory, every kind of object of 

most precious wood, bronze, iron, and 

marble; 13 and cinnamon and incense, 

fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and 

oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and 

sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies 

and souls of men.  



14 The fruit that your soul longed for has 

gone from you, and all the things which 

are rich and splendid have gone from 

you, and you shall find them no more at 

all. 15 The merchants of these things, 

who became rich by her, will stand at a 

distance for fear of her torment, 

weeping and wailing,  



16 and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city 

that was clothed in fine linen, purple, 

and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 

precious stones and pearls! 17 For in 

one hour such great riches came to 

nothing.’ Every shipmaster, all who 

travel by ship, sailors, and as many as 

trade on the sea, stood at a distance 



18 and cried out when they saw the smoke 

of her burning, saying, ‘What is like this 

great city?’ 19 “They threw dust on their 

heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, 

and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in 

which all who had ships on the sea 

became rich by her wealth! For in one 

hour she is made desolate.’ 



 20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and 

you holy apostles and prophets, for 

God has avenged you on her!” 21 Then 

a mighty angel took up a stone like a 

great millstone and threw it into the 

sea, saying, “Thus with violence the 

great city Babylon shall be thrown 

down, and shall not be found anymore.  



 22 The sound of harpists, musicians, 

flutists, and trumpeters shall not be 

heard in you anymore. No craftsman of 

any craft shall be found in you 

anymore, and the sound of a millstone 

shall not be heard in you anymore.  



 23 The light of a lamp shall not shine in 

you anymore, and the voice of 

bridegroom and bride shall not be heard 

in you anymore. For your merchants were 

the great men of the earth, for by your 

sorcery all the nations were deceived. 
24 And in her was found the blood of 

prophets and saints, and of all who were 

slain on the earth.” NKJV 



Revelation 18 
9 “The kings of the earth who committed 

fornication and lived luxuriously with her will 

weep and lament for her, when they see the 

smoke of her burning, 10 standing at a 

distance for fear of her torment, saying, 

‘Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that 

mighty city! For in one hour your judgment 

has come. ’NKJV 

 







Revelation 18 
11 “And the merchants of the earth will 

weep and mourn over her, for no one 

buys their merchandise anymore: 

NKJV 

 



These traders profited from the 

enormous supply of materials required 

to satisfy Babylon’s demands, things 

which the world holds dear and for 

which the ungodly are willing to sell 

their souls.  
Robert L Thomas, Revelation 8-22 An Exegetical Commentary p. 330 



Revelation 18 
12 merchandise of gold and silver, 

precious stones and pearls,  

NKJV 

 



Revelation 18 

fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet,  

NKJV 

 



• The average person spends around $161 per month 

on clothes – women spend nearly 76% more than 

men do on clothing in a year.  

• The average family spends $18-2,400 per year on 

clothing.  The average family spends around $388 

on shoes per year.  

• Globally, the apparel industry = $2.4 trillion.   

• Women have an average of $1,000 to $2,500 of 

clothing sitting in their wardrobe. Even though this 

seems high, 9% of women have more than $10,000 

sitting in their closet!  25% of which is never worn. 
(Source: https://www.creditdonkey.com/average-cost-clothing-per-

month.html) 

 



Revelation 18 

every kind of citron wood, every kind of 

object of ivory, every kind of object of 

most precious wood, bronze, iron, and 

marble; 

NKJV 

 



• Furniture and home furnishings 

stores generated about 116 billion 

U.S. dollars worth of sales in 2018. 



Revelation 18 
13 and cinnamon and incense, fragrant 

oil and frankincense, 

NKJV 

 



• The average woman in the US spends 

around $300,000 on makeup in her lifetime.  

• Women, the survey found, use an average 

of 16 products in the morning and spend 21 

minutes putting it all on.  

• And Americans spent more than $16.5 

billion on cosmetic plastic surgery in 2018.  



Revelation 18 

wine and oil, fine flour and wheat,  

NKJV 

 



• In the United States, junk food revenues 

hit $200 billion in 2015, a staggering 

climb over the $6 billion in 1970.  

• Globally, fast food generates more than 

$570 billion in revenues.  



Revelation 18 

cattle and sheep, horses and chariots,  

NKJV 

 



• According to Consumer Expenditures in 

2019 by the U.S. Department of Labor's 

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 

average car costs $9,576 per year to own 

and operate.  

• According to AAA, the average person 

spends $8,849 per year for the privilege 

of driving. 



Revelation 18 

and bodies and souls of men. 

NKJV 

 



Is John suggesting that there will, in the end 

times, be a return to slavery? Perhaps not in 

the ancient sense, but certainly we can see an 

increasing loss of freedom in our world today. 

Persons are “bought and sold” (and even 

traded!) by athletic teams; and our great 

corporations more and more seek to control the 

lives of their officers and workers.  



As people become more enslaved to luxury, 

with more bills to pay, they find themselves 

unable to break loose from the “system.” It 

would take little imagination to conceive of a 

universal enslavement under the rule of “the 

beast.” We have already seen that he required 

his mark on everyone who would buy or sell 

(Rev. 13:16–17), and he also demanded that all 

people worship his image.  



He will promise “freedom,” but put men and 

women in bondage (2 Peter 2:19). He will take 

advantage of the people’s appetites (Rev. 

18:14) and use their appetites to enslave them.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

615). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



Revelation 18 
14 The fruit that your soul longed for has 

gone from you, and all the things which 

are rich and splendid have gone from 

you, and you shall find them no more at 

all.  

NKJV 

 



Revelation 18 
15 The merchants of these things, who 

became rich by her, will stand at a 

distance for fear of her torment, weeping 

and wailing, 16 and saying, ‘Alas, alas, 

that great city that was clothed in fine 

linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned 

with gold and precious stones and pearls! 

NKJV 

 



Revelation 18 
17 For in one hour such great riches came 

to nothing.’ Every shipmaster, all who 

travel by ship, sailors, and as many as 

trade on the sea, stood at a distance 
18 and cried out when they saw the smoke 

of her burning, saying, ‘What is like this 

great city?’  

NKJV 

 



Revelation 18 
19 “They threw dust on their heads and 

cried out, weeping and wailing, and 

saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in 

which all who had ships on the sea 

became rich by her wealth! For in one 

hour she is made desolate.’ 

NKJV 

 



Revelation 18 
20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you 

holy apostles and prophets, for God 

has avenged you on her!” 

NKJV 

 



Revelation 18 
21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone 

like a great millstone and threw it into 

the sea, saying, “Thus with violence the 

great city Babylon shall be thrown 

down, and shall not be found anymore.  

NKJV 

 



Revelation 18 
22 The sound of harpists, musicians, 

flutists, and trumpeters shall not be 

heard in you anymore. No craftsman of 

any craft shall be found in you 

anymore, and the sound of a millstone 

shall not be heard in you anymore.  

NKJV 

 



Revelation 18 
23 The light of a lamp shall not shine in 

you anymore, and the voice of 

bridegroom and bride shall not be 

heard in you anymore. For your 

merchants were the great men of the 

earth, for by your sorcery (pharmakia) 

all the nations were deceived. NKJV 

 



Revelation 18 
24 And in her was found the blood of 

prophets and saints, and of all who 

were slain on the earth.” 

NKJV 

 



• In the last 10 years nearly 1 million 

Christians have been martyred for their 

faith. - Fox News  

• One Christian every six minutes — were 

killed in 2016. - Fox News  

• 105 churches are attacked, burned or 

vandalized each month. - Fox News  

• The number of Christians martyred since 

the time of Jesus at 70 million. - Voice of the 

Martyrs 

 




