
 
     

 Obadiah = “Servant of the Lord” 

 Shortest book in the Old Testament 

Judgment against Edom is mentioned in more Old Testament books 
than it is against any other foreign nation (cf. Isa. 11:14; 34:5-17; 
63:1-6; Jer. 9:25-26; 25:17-26; 49:7-22; Lam. 4:21-22; Ezek. 25:12-
14; 35; Joel 3:19; Amos 1:11-12; 9:11-12; Obad.; Mal. 1:4). 

 
3 The pride of your heart has deceived you, You who dwell in 

the clefts of the rock, Whose habitation is high; You who say 
in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the ground?– “Pride” 

means “to boil up, to be presumptuous.” This recalls Jacob’s 
cooking which Esau bought with his birthright (Gen. 25:29). The 
clefts of the rocks: the rock city of Petra. The Jews will flee to this 
city during the Tribulation (cf. Isaiah 16:1-4; Matt. 24:15-20; Rev 
12:6) 

 
7 All the men in your confederacy Shall force you to the border; 

The men at peace with you Shall deceive you and prevail 
against you. Those who eat your bread shall lay a trap for 
you. No one is aware of it - The downfall referred to here 

probably occurred in the late sixth or early fifth century B.C. when 
the Nabateans went to the Edomites who invited them in for a 
banquet. Once inside Edomite territory, the Nabateans turned 
against them and killed the guards and expelled them from their 
land. The Nabateans were the original stone-carvers of Petra. The 
expelled Edomites settled in Idumea, the Greek name for southern 
Judea. Later (120 B.C.) the Edomites there, then called Idumeans, 
were subdued by John Hyrcanus, a Maccabean, who forced them 
to be circumcised and to follow Judaism (Josephus The Antiquities 
of the Jews 13. 9. 1; 14. 7. 9). Herod the Great, king of Judea from 
37 B.C. to 4 B.C.., was an Idumean (Edomite). 

  
12 But you should not have gazed on the day of your brother In 

the day of his captivity; Nor should you have rejoiced over 
the children of Judah In the day of their destruction; Nor 
should you have spoken proudly In the day of distress– This 

was their sin. Genesis 12:3 “I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse.” 
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