






• Americans are going to church less and less, 

with church membership dropping below 50% 

for the first time in eight decades, according to 

polls from Gallup. 

• Only 47% of Americans said they belonged to a 

church, synagogue or mosque in 2020. That 

number was 70% in 1999. 

• Church membership in the U.S. hovered around 

70% since all the way back in the 1930s. Since 

the turn of the century, that figure is steadily 

declined. 



• The portion of Americans who say they do not 

identify with any religion whatsoever has grown 

from 8% in 1999 to just over 20% in the last 

three years, Gallup found. 

• Then there are the people in between: those 

who do identify with a religion, but do not attend 

church. 

• The newer the generation, the less they attend 

church or identify with a religion at all. Whereas 

nearly 60% of baby boomers attend church, that 

figure is only 36% for millennials. 



Chuck Baldwin, an outspoken Christian minister 

and author, has long lamented Christianity’s failure 

to be relevant to modern life. Calling today’s 

mainstream church “the opiate of entertainment 

and feel-good-ism,” he writes that when it comes 

to influencing societal conditions, culture and the 

political philosophy of the nation, “America’s 

churches are the largest block of irrelevant, 

impotent and insignificant institutions in the entire 

country.”… 



According to Baldwin, most of what comes from 

today’s pulpits lacks relevance to real-life 

problems, challenges and experiences. Rather 

than being shepherds and watchmen, he says 

today’s pastors are more 

like cheerleaders and CEOs. “Our churches are 

not ‘the pillar and ground of the truth’ (I Timothy 

3:15, KJV); they are centers of social interaction, 

recreation, and feel-good indoctrination.  



Preachers are not reprovers, rebukers, and 

exhorters (II Timothy 4:2); they are ear-ticklers, 

entertainers, and expositors of irrelevance…. The 

result: ineffective, impotent, weak, unprepared, 

and sheepish Christians.”… Baldwin adds: “The 

mega-church phenomenon of the last several 

decades transformed how pastors think and 

behave. Pastors read the ‘successful church’ 

books and publications; they attend the ‘successful 

church’ conferences; they watch the ‘successful 

church’ videos, etc.  



They then try to mimic the tactics and strategies 

they have been taught. And if there is one constant 

theme, … it is pastors must avoid controversy like 

the plague.” One cannot help but ask, “Are pastors 

more concerned about being ‘successful’ than they 

are about being truthful?” The bottom line is that 

Christianity’s popular “feel-good Gospel” is just 

not relevant to the real-world problems and 

stresses people are facing… 



Unconsciously, those who remain a part of 

today’s organized Christianity end up just “playing 

church”—claiming to be Christian while living like a 

non-believer.  
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Matthew 15  
21 Then Jesus went out from there and 

departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 
22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came 

from that region and cried out to Him, 

saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son 

of David! My daughter is severely demon-

possessed.” 



23 But He answered her not a word. 

And His disciples came and urged Him, 

saying, “Send her away, for she cries 

out after us.” 24 But He answered and 

said, “I was not sent except to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 Then 

she came and worshiped Him, saying, 

“Lord, help me!” 



26 But He answered and said, “It is not 

good to take the children’s bread and 

throw it to the little dogs.” 
27 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even 

the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall 

from their masters’ table.” 



28 Then Jesus answered and said to 

her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it 

be to you as you desire.” And her 

daughter was healed from that very 

hour. 

NKJV 



Matthew 15  
21 Then Jesus went out from there and 

departed to the region of Tyre and 

Sidon. 

NKJV 





The breaking point between Jesus and the 

religious rulers came only a few verses ago. 

What happens? Jesus Himself steps over the 

boundaries of Israel and lays down another 

great principle. He will now receive the 

Gentiles. His invitation is, “Come unto me, all 

ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest [lit., “rest you”]” (Matt. 11:28). 
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Gospels 

(Matthew 14-28) (electronic ed., Vol. 35, p. 38). Thomas Nelson. 



Matthew 15  
22 And behold, a woman of Canaan 

came from that region and cried out to 

Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

Son of David! My daughter is severely 

demon-possessed.” 

NKJV 





Deuteronomy 7  

“When the LORD your God brings you 

into the land which you go to possess, 

and has cast out many nations before 

you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and 

the Amorites and the Canaanites and the 

Perizzites and the Hivites and the 

Jebusites, seven nations greater and 

mightier than you,  



2 and when the LORD your God delivers 

them over to you, you shall conquer them 

and utterly destroy them. You shall make 

no covenant with them nor show mercy to 

them. 3 Nor shall you make marriages 

with them. You shall not give your 

daughter to their son, nor take their 

daughter for your son.  



4 For they will turn your sons away from 

following Me, to serve other gods; so the 

anger of the LORD will be aroused against 

you and destroy you suddenly. 

NKJV 



Matthew 15  
22 And behold, a woman of Canaan 

came from that region and cried out to 

Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O 

Lord, Son of David! My daughter is 

severely demon-possessed.” 

NKJV 



Matthew 15  
23 But He answered her not a word.  

NKJV 



Since she came to Him on Jewish terms, 

He was silent. Of course, He knew her 

heart, and even His silence encouraged her 

to continue asking.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, p. 

54). Victor Books. 



Repentance is the inseparable companion of 

faith. All the while that we walk by faith and not 

by sight, the tear of repentance glitters in the 

eye of faith. That is not true repentance which 

does not come of faith in Jesus, and that is not 

true faith in Jesus which is not tinctured with 

repentance. Faith and repentance, like 

Siamese twins, are vitally joined together.… 



Faith and repentance are but two spokes in 

the same wheel, two handles of the same plow. 

Repentance has been well described as a heart 

broken for sin and from sin.... It is a change of 

mind of the most thorough and radical sort, and 

it is attended with sorrow for the past and a 

resolve of amendment in the 

future.…Repentance of sin and faith in divine 

pardon are the warp and woof of the fabric of 

real conversion.  
All of Grace (Chicago: Moody, pp. 97-100) 



Ecclesiastes 3  

To everything there is a season, a time 

for every purpose under heaven: 

…7…A time to keep silence, and a 

time to speak… 

NKJV 



Matthew 15  
23…And His disciples came and urged 

Him, saying, “Send her away, for she 

cries out after us.”  

NKJV 



Matthew 15  
24 But He answered and said, “I was 

not sent except to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel.” 

NKJV 



Matthew 15  
25 Then she came and                  

worshiped (proskuneo ̄) Him, saying, 

“Lord, help me!” 

NKJV 



Matthew 15  
26 But He answered and said, “It is not 

good to take the children’s bread and 

throw it to the little dogs (kynarion).” 

NKJV 



Matthew 15  
27 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even 

the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall 

from their masters’ table.” 

NKJV 



She does not argue that her needs make her an 

exception, or that she has a right to Israel’s 

covenanted mercies, or that the mysterious ways of 

divine election and justice are unfair. She abandons 

mention of Jesus as “Son of David” and simply asks 

for help; “and she is confident that even if she is not 

entitled to sit down as a guest at Messiah’s table, 

Gentile ‘dog’ that she is, yet at least she may be 

allowed to receive a crumb of the uncovenanted 

mercies of God” (Tasker; cf. Schlatter).  
Carson, D. A. (1984). Matthew. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The 

Expositor’s Bible Commentary Zondervan Publishing House. 



Matthew 15  
28 Then Jesus answered and said to 

her, “O woman, great (megas) is your 

faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” 

And her daughter was healed from that 

very hour. 

NKJV 



Matthew 8 
10 When Jesus heard it, He marveled, 

and said to those who followed, 

“Assuredly, I say to you, I have not 

found such great (megas) faith, not 

even in Israel! 

NKJV 



This woman’s faith was great because she 

persisted in asking and trusting when everything 

seemed against her. Certainly her race was 

against her: She was a Gentile. Her sex was 

against her, for most Jewish rabbis paid little 

attention to women. It seemed that the disciples 

were against her, and Christ’s words might have 

led her to believe that even He was against her. All 

of these obstacles only made her persist in asking. 
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, p. 

55). Victor Books. 



Proverbs 3 
 5Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

And lean not on your own 

understanding; 
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He shall direct your paths. 
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 

NKJV 




