






Tradition (To Deliver):  

1.The act of delivering into the hands of another; delivery. 

2.The unwritten or oral delivery of information, opinions, 

doctrines, practices, rites, and customs, from father to 

son, or from ancestors to posterity; the transmission of 

any knowledge, opinions, or practice, from forefathers to 

descendants by oral communication, without written 

memorials. 

3.Hence, that which is transmitted orally from father to 

son, or from ancestors to posterity; knowledge or belief 

transmitted without the aid of written memorials; custom 

or practice long observed. 
 



2Thessalonians 2 
 15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast and 

hold the traditions which you were taught, 

whether by word or our epistle. 

NKJV 

 



1Timothy 4 
13Until I come, devote yourself to the 

public reading of Scripture, to preaching 

and to teaching. 

NKJV 

 



Matthew 15  

Then the scribes and Pharisees who were 

from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 
2 “Why do Your disciples transgress the 

tradition of the elders? For they do not wash 

their hands when they eat bread.” 3 He 

answered and said to them, “Why do you also 

transgress the commandment of God 

because of your tradition?  



4 For God commanded, saying, ‘Honor your 

father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses 

father or mother, let him be put to death.’ 5 But 

you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or 

mother, “Whatever profit you might have 

received from me is a gift to God”—6 then he 

need not honor his father or mother.’ Thus 

you have made the commandment of God of 

no effect by your tradition.  



7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about 

you, saying: 8 ‘These people draw near to 

Me with their mouth, 

And honor Me with their lips, 

But their heart is far from Me. 
9 And in vain they worship Me, 

Teaching as doctrines the commandments of 

men.’ ” 

NKJV 



Matthew 15  

Then the scribes and Pharisees who were 

from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 
2 “Why do Your disciples transgress the 

tradition of the elders? For they do not wash 

their hands when they eat bread.” 

NKJV 

 





 

Scribes 
“Writers"  

• The copyists of the scriptures. Also called Lawyers.  

• Ezra was called a scribe in the O.T. Ezra 7:11, Neh. 8:1 

• Most of them were probably priests or linked with priestly 

groups.  

• Under the influence of the Greek world, non-priests were added 

to the scribal class in greater numbers.  

• Eventually, they started inserting their comments into the 

scriptures. And the comments became a law itself. 

• They became bureaucrats, that were experts on Jewish life and 

law loyal to the chief priests and leaders.  They were advisors, 

philosophers, councilors.   



 

Pharisees 
perusim - "separated ones."  

• The Pharisees were mostly middle-class businessmen, 

and therefore were in contact with the common man.  

• The Pharisees were held in much higher esteem by the 

common man than the Sadducees.  

• Though they were a minority in the Sanhedrin and held a 

minority number of positions as priests, they seemed to 

control the decision making of the Sanhedrin far more 

than the Sadducees did, again because they had the 

support of the people. 



• They accepted the written Word as inspired by God.  

• But they also gave equal authority to oral tradition and 

attempted to defend this position by saying it went all the 

way back to Moses.  

• Evolving over the centuries, these traditions added to God's 

Word, which is forbidden (Deuteronomy 4:2), and the 

Pharisees sought to strictly obey these traditions along with 

the Old Testament.  

• The Gospels abound with examples of the Pharisees 

treating these traditions as equal to God's Word (Matthew 

9:14; 15:1-9; 23:5; 23:16, 23, Mark 7:1-23; Luke 11:42).  



Matthew 15  

Then the scribes and Pharisees who were 

from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 
2 “Why do Your disciples transgress the 

tradition of the elders? For they do not 

wash their hands when they eat bread.” 

NKJV 





"The words of the scribes are lovely above 

the words of the law: for the words of the law 

are weighty and light; but the words of the 

scribes are all weighty… The words of the 

elders are weightier than the words of the 

prophets."  

Berachoth 3.2 (Jerusalem Talmud – A collection of rabbinical 

teachings and traditions) 



The “tradition of the elders,” the “tradition of men” (Mark 7:8; 

Col 2:8), “your tradition” (Matt 15:3, 6; Mark 7:9, 13), and the 

“traditions of the fathers” (Gal 1:14) refer to the great corpus 

of oral teaching that commented on the law and interpreted it 

in detailed rules of conduct, often recording the diverse 

opinions of competing rabbis. This tradition in Jesus’ time 

was largely oral and orally transmitted; but the Pharisees, 

though not the Sadducees, viewed it as having authority very 

nearly equal to the canon. It was later codified under Rabbi 

Judah the Prince (c. A.D. 135–200) to form the Mishnah (cf. 

SBK, 1:691–95; TDNT, 6:661f.; Moore, Judaism, 1:251–62).  
Carson, D. A. (1984). Matthew. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: 

Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, p. 348). Zondervan Publishing House. 



“If a man poured water over the one hand 
with a single rinsing, his hand is clean; but if 
over both hands with a single rinsing, R. Meir 
declares them unclean unless he pours over 

them a quarter-log or more”  

M Yadaim 2:1 



Matthew 15  
3 He answered and said to them, “Why do you 

also transgress the commandment of God 

because of your tradition? 

NKJV  



Matthew 15  

4 For God commanded, saying, ‘Honor your father 

and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or 

mother, let him be put to death.’ 5 But you say, 

‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever 

profit you might have received from me is a gift to 

God”—6 then he need not honor his father or 

mother.’ Thus you have made the commandment of 

God of no effect by your tradition. NKJV 

 



The Corban practice in view was that of 

pledging money or other material resources 

to the temple to be paid upon one’s death. 

These funds could therefore not be 

transferred to anyone else but could still be 

used for one’s own benefit while one was still 

alive.  
Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 238). Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



Matthew 7 
 9 He said to them, “All too well you reject the 

commandment of God, that you may keep your 
tradition. 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and 
your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or mother, 

let him be put to death.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a man 
says to his father or mother, “Whatever profit you 

might have received from me is Corban”—’ (that is, 
a gift to God), 12 then you no longer let him do 

anything for his father or his mother, 13 making the 
word of God of no effect through your tradition 
which you have handed down. And many such 

things you do.” NKJV 



Laws designed to build a fence around the Torah 

are actually undermining it. “Nullify (no effect)” 

means to invalidate the authority of. The Greek 

verb (akyroō) originally meant to break a covenant. 
Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 238). Broadman & Holman 

Publishers. 



1.  False choice loophole—"I can't do this, 
because I'm so busy doing that" 

2.  Moral licensing loophole—"I've been so good, 
it's okay for me to do this" 

3. Tomorrow loophole—"It's okay to skip today, 
because I'm going to do this tomorrow" 

4. Lack of control loophole—"I can't help myself" 
5. Planning to fail loophole, formerly known as the 

"Apparently irrelevant decision loophole"—"I 
decided to explore one of my old neighborhoods 
and...well, look at that! I'm right in front of my 
favorite bakery. And of course, I couldn't possibly 
pass up their cookies." 



6. "This doesn't count" loophole—"I'm on 
vacation" "I'm sick" "It's the weekend" 

7. Questionable assumption loophole—"It's not 
possible to quit eating sugar" 

8. Concern for others loophole—"I can't do this 
because it might make other people 
uncomfortable" 

9. Fake self-actualization loophole—"You only 
live once! Embrace the moment!" YOLO! 

10. One-coin loophole—"What difference does it 
make if I break my habit this one time?" 



1Corinthians 6 
 12 You say, “I am allowed to do anything”—

but not everything is good for you. And even 

though “I am allowed to do anything,” I must 

not become a slave to anything.  

NLT  



Matthew 15  

7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, 

saying: 
8 ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, 

And honor Me with their lips, 

But their heart is far from Me. 
9 And in vain they worship Me, 

Teaching as doctrines the commandments of 

men.’ ” NKJV 

 



James 2 

My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. 2 For 

if there should come into your assembly a man 

with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should 

also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and you 

pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes 

and say to him, “You sit here in a good place,” and 

say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit 

here at my footstool,” 



4 have you not shown partiality among 

yourselves, and become judges with evil 

thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has 

God not chosen the poor of this world to be 

rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which 

He promised to those who love Him?  

NKJV  



How much church attendance and “Christian” activity 

preoccupy believers today with things they assume 

please God yet without ever really ministering materially 

or spiritually to the desperately needy people of our 

world? How much of our money is tied up in church 

buildings or spent only on programs and activities to 

make ourselves happy rather than caring for the hurting 

in our midst and across the globe? The more affluent 

sectors of Western Christianity frequently and 

frighteningly resemble the religion of the Pharisees as 

depicted here. God declares all such religion “vain” or 

futile (v. 9).  
Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 239). Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



Tradition is something external, while God’s truth is 

internal, in the heart. People obey tradition to please men 

and gain status (Gal. 1:14), but we obey the Word to 

please God. Tradition deals with ritual, while God’s truth 

deals with reality. Tradition brings empty words to the 

lips, but truth penetrates the heart and changes the life. 

Actually, tradition robs a person of the power of the Word 

of God.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, p. 53). Victor Books. 




