




• Athaliah was the granddaughter of the 

ungodly King Omri of Israel – making her 

daughter or niece to Ahab, one of Israel’s 

worst kings (2 Kings 8:26). 

• Athaliah seized power at the sudden death 

in battle of her son Ahaziah, who only 

reigned one year (2 Kings 8:26, 2 Kings 

11:1).  



• Athaliah killed all her son’s heirs, except for 

one who was hidden in the temple and 

escaped – one-year-old Joash (2 Kings 

11:3).  

• Her six-year reign was a reign of terror and 

wickedness which ended in 835 B.C. when 

the High Priest Jehoiada overthrew Athaliah 

and set the seven-year-old Joash on the 

throne (2 Kings 11:4-21).  



Chapter 1 
The word of the LORD that came to Joel 

the son of Pethuel. 
NKJV 



2 Hear this, you elders, 
And give ear, all you inhabitants of the 

land! 
Has anything like this happened in your 

days, 
Or even in the days of your fathers? 

NKJV 





3 Tell your children about it, 
Let your children tell their children, 

And their children another generation. 
NKJV 



Here the people are to pass on not a story of a 

great deliverance or the words of the Torah but 

the story of Yahweh’s judgment on the nation. 

One might also compare Exod 10:2, where, 

immediately prior to the plague of locusts on 

Egypt, God promised miraculous signs “that 

you may show your children and grandchildren 

how I dealt harshly with the Egyptians.” The 

irony, of course, is that God is now showing 

the same severity to Jerusalem.  



Still, the principle remains valid that every 

generation must tell the next about what God 

has done.  
Garrett, D. A. (1997). Hosea, Joel (Vol. 19A, pp. 314–315). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



4 What the chewing locust left, the 
swarming locust has eaten; 

What the swarming locust left, the 
crawling locust has eaten; 

And what the crawling locust left, the 
consuming locust has eaten. 

NKJV 











How does the Great Tribulation period open? It 

opens with the four horsemen of the 

Apocalypse: there is a false peace, then war 

breaks out, followed by a famine, and then 

finally the pale horse of death. I see a 

tremendous parallel between these four bands 

of locusts and the four horsemen of the 

Apocalypse.  



During the Great Tribulation period it will not 

be literal locusts, but it will be something far 

worse that is going to ride, not just through 

that land, but through the entire world. The 

world will be totally devastated when the Lord 

Jesus Christ returns to the earth to set up His 

Kingdom.  
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Prophets 

(Hosea/Joel) (electronic ed., Vol. 27, p. 136). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 



5 Awake, you drunkards, and weep; 
And wail, all you drinkers of wine, 

Because of the new wine, 
For it has been cut off from your mouth. 

NKJV 



Drunkards also suggest people who are self-

indulgent and unconcerned about the things of 

God. Joel saw the locusts as a literal wake-up 

call. Weeping and wailing is generally 

associated with a funeral; the pleasures of the 

self-absorbed life have ended, and the people 

need to reckon with what God has done.  
Garrett, D. A. (1997). Hosea, Joel (Vol. 19A, p. 317). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers.  



6 For a nation has come up against 
My land, 

Strong, and without number; 
His teeth are the teeth of a lion, 

And he has the fangs of a fierce lion. 
NKJV 







7 He has laid waste My vine, 
And ruined My fig tree; 

He has stripped it bare and thrown it 
away; 

Its branches are made white. 
NKJV 



8 Lament like a virgin girded with 
sackcloth For the husband of her youth. 

9 The grain offering and the drink 
offering Have been cut off from the 

house of the LORD; The priests mourn, 
who minister to the LORD. 

NKJV 



10 The field is wasted, 
The land mourns; 

For the grain is ruined, 
The new wine is dried up, 

The oil fails. 



11 Be ashamed, you farmers, 
Wail, you vinedressers, 

For the wheat and the barley; 
Because the harvest of the field has 

perished. 
NKJV 
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Unbeknownst to most Americans is the fact that 

our “farm-to-fork” logistical food chain is 

extremely fragile, thanks to modern-day 

technology and the business practices of the 

nation’s food retailers. What’s more, this 

vulnerability is well-known to the federal 

government, as food and agriculture is included 

as one of the 16 critical infrastructure sectors 

identified by the Dept. of Homeland Security’s 

National Infrastructure Protection Plan.  



Still, though DHS is aware of the vulnerabilities in 

our food supply, the sector gets comparatively 

less attention than other sectors like airline 

security, cyber threats and immigration. That said, 

a major agriculture disaster – say, an incurable 

illness (or intentional poisoning) of livestock herds 

on a large scale, or a massive infestation of plant-

eating pests or some other natural- or man-

caused problem – would be a major blow to food 

availability, causing widespread panic and social 

chaos. NewsTarget 



12 The vine has dried up, 
And the fig tree has withered; The 

pomegranate tree, The palm tree also, 
And the apple tree—All the trees of the 

field are withered; Surely joy has 
withered away from the sons of men. 

NKJV 



13 Gird yourselves and lament, you 
priests; Wail, you who minister before the 

altar; Come, lie all night in sackcloth, 
You who minister to my God; For the 

grain offering and the drink offering 
Are withheld from the house of your 

God. 
NKJV 



2Chronicles 7 
13 When I shut up heaven and there is no 

rain, or command the locusts to devour the 
land, or send pestilence among My people, 
14 if My people who are called by My name 
will humble themselves, and pray and seek 
My face, and turn from their wicked ways, 

then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land. NKJV 



The religiously unaffiliated, called "nones," are 

growing significantly. They’re the second largest 

religious group in North America and most of 

Europe. In the United States, nones make up 

almost a quarter of the population. In the past 

decade, U.S. nones have overtaken Catholics, 

mainline protestants, and all followers of non-

Christian faiths.  A lack of religious affiliation has 

profound effects on how people think about 

death, how they teach their kids, and even how 

they vote.   



There have long been predictions that religion 

would fade from relevancy as the world 

modernizes, but all the recent surveys are finding 

that it’s happening startlingly fast. France will 

have a majority secular population soon. So will 

the Netherlands and New Zealand. The United 

Kingdom and Australia will soon lose Christian 

majorities. Religion is rapidly becoming less 

important than it’s ever been, even to people who 

live in countries where faith has affected 

everything from rulers to borders to architecture… 



Fifty years ago, Time asked in a famous headline, 

“Is God Dead?” The magazine wondered whether 

religion was relevant to modern life in the post-

atomic age when communism was spreading and 

science was explaining more about our natural 

world than ever before. We’re still asking the 

same question. But the response isn’t limited to 

yes or no. A chunk of the population born after the 

article was printed may respond to the 

provocative question with, “God who?” 



In Europe and North America, the unaffiliated 

tend to be several years younger than the 

population average. And 11 percent of Americans 

born after 1970 were raised in secular homes. 

National Geographic 



 The Democratic National Committee (DNC) 

passed a resolution Saturday praising the values 

of "religiously unaffiliated" Americans as the 

"largest religious group within the Democratic 

Party." The resolution, which was unanimously 

passed at the DNC's summer meeting on Aug. 24 

in San Francisco, Calif., was championed by the 

Secular Coalition of America, an organization that 

lobbies on behalf of atheists, agnostics, and 

humanists on public policy.  



 The group celebrated the DNC's move as 

the first time a major party "embraced American 

nonbelievers." "Religiously unaffiliated Americans 

overwhelmingly share the Democratic Party’s 

values," said the resolution, which adds they 

should advocate for "rational public policy based 

on sound science and universal humanistic 

values." Sarah Levin, director of governmental 

affairs for the Secular Coalition of America, 

praised it as a way "to ensure that policy is driven 

by science and evidence, not sectarian beliefs." 



The move comes as Democratic presidential 

candidates have ramped up their religious 

rhetoric on the campaign trail, but the party 

announced it is targeting "nonreligious voters" to 

try to beat President Trump, who solidified the 

evangelical vote in 2016.  

By Caleb Parke | Fox News 



14 Consecrate a fast, 
Call a sacred assembly; 

Gather the elders 
And all the inhabitants of the land 

Into the house of the LORD your God, 
And cry out to the LORD. 

NKJV 



Matthew 6 
 16 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be 

like the hypocrites, with a sad 
countenance. For they disfigure their 

faces that they may appear to men to be 
fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have 

their reward.  



17 But you, when you fast, anoint your 
head and wash your face, 18 so that you 

do not appear to men to be fasting, but to 
your Father who is in the secret place; 
and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you openly. 
NKJV 



15 Alas for the day! 
For the day of the LORD is at hand; 
It shall come as destruction from the 

Almighty. 
NKJV 



Like a little model, a little adumbration of that 

which is coming in the future, this local plague of 

locusts was a warning, a picture of the coming 

Day of the Lord. It should have alerted the 

people. Joel is now going to tell them about 

something in the future… Joel will make very 

clear what the Day of the Lord is. He will say that 

the Day of the Lord is a dark, gloomy, and difficult 

day.   
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Prophets 

(Hosea/Joel) (electronic ed., Vol. 27, p. 141). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 



16 Is not the food cut off before our 
eyes, 

Joy and gladness from the house of our 
God? 17 The seed shrivels under the 

clods, 
Storehouses are in shambles; Barns are 

broken down, 
For the grain has withered. 



18How the animals groan! 
The herds of cattle are restless, 

Because they have no pasture; Even the 
flocks of sheep suffer punishment. 19O 

LORD, to You I cry out; For fire has 
devoured the open pastures, And a flame 

has burned all the trees of the field.  



20The beasts of the field also cry out to 
You, 

For the water brooks are dried up, 
And fire has devoured the open 

pastures. 
NKJV 






