
 
Ch. 1 Wake Up 

 The primary theme in the book of Joel is The Day of the Lord. 
 Joel prophesies in Judah in the 9

th
 century BC - Joel is quoted in Amos 

1:2 (Joel 3:16, 18) 
 
 Chapter 1 – Locusts  

1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel - 

Joel = “Yahweh is God.”  Pethuel = “enlarged of God” or 
“Persuaded of God.” 

4 What the chewing locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; 
What the swarming locust left, the crawling locust has eaten; 
And what the crawling locust left, the consuming locust has 
eaten - Locusts are Orthopterans along with cockroaches, 

mantises, grasshoppers, and crickets. There are 24,000 different 
species (282 in Arizona alone). Some can grow up to 10" in length! 
They multiply by parthenogenesis. Larvae go through 4-13 stages; 
sometimes taking 6-7 years to fully mature. Scientists have found 
that a single hormone, when activated, causes locusts to swarm. 
They can fly 17 hours at a time; swarms have been spotted 1200 
miles out at sea! Density in a swarm can be 120 million 
locusts/square mile! Each female locust can lay 250-300 pods; with 
70-80 eggs/pod. In Cypress, 1881: 1300 tons of egg masses were 
dug up in an attempt to prevent a plague. 

15 Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand; It shall 
come as destruction from the Almighty – The day of the Lord 

mentioned five times in Joel. 

Four “Days”  
Man’s Day - 1 Cor 4:3. Times of the Gentiles. Jesus said, “… Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). (Dan 2: image of man) (“judgment” =“day”) The Day 
of Man started in Daniel 2. 
Day of Christ - 1 Cor 1:8; 5:5; 2 Cor 1:14; Phil 1:6, 10; 2:16. The Day of 
Christ climaxes at the Rapture: John 14:1-3. 
Day of Yahweh - (Day of the LORD) beginning with the tribulation and 
extending through the Millennium. Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 3:14. The Day of 
the LORD is also mentioned in the following books: Amos 5:18; Zeph 1:7, 
14-2:2; Isa 2:1-21, and 13:9 (same?). 
Day of God - 2 Pet 3:12. The Day of God is the climax at the end of the 
Millennium. 
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