
 
NOTES 

Chapter 7 – Do Not Pray For This People 
4 Do not trust in these lying words, saying, ‘The temple of the LORD, 

the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD are these.’ - The 

people of Judah viewed the temple as a good luck charm that could ward 
off any attack. 

14 therefore I will do to the house which is called by My name, in which 
you trust, and to this place which I gave to you and your fathers, as I 
have done to Shiloh - Shiloh itself was roughly 18 miles north of 

Jerusalem, and that is where the original tabernacle was set up when they 
entered the land ruins (Joshua 18:1 and 22:12, Judges 21:19 and 1 
Samuel 1:9, 24). Because of their sins, that place was now in. 

16  Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for 
them, nor make intercession to Me; for I will not hear you - 

(cf. 11:14; 14:11-12). 

18 The children gather wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and the women 
knead dough, to make cakes for the queen of heaven; and they pour 
out drink offerings to other gods, that they may provoke Me to anger 
-  Ishtar (Easter) is the goddess of love and fertility. She was initiated into 

the area by the evil King Manasseh in 2 Kings 21:1-9. Cf. Luke 11:27-28. 

29 Cut off your hair and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on the 
desolate heights; for the LORD has rejected and forsaken the 
generation of His wrath – Cutting hair of was a symbol of mourning and 

also cutting off and casting away. This emerges out of the concept of the 
vow of the Nazarite (Num 6:5). 

32 Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “when it will 
no more be called Tophet, or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the 
Valley of Slaughter; for they will bury in Tophet until there is no room 

- This Valley is where they worshipped Molech, the god of pleasure. 
Tophet was in this Valley and it comes from a root word which means 
“drumming.” In Greek the Valley of Hinnom (Heb., gê’-hinnōm) became 
known as Gehenna (geenna) to picture the fiery corruption of hell (cf. Matt. 
5:22, 29-30; 2 Peter 2:4).   

 
Chapter 8 – The Harvest Is Past  
22  Is there no balm in Gilead, Is there no physician there? Why then is 

there no recovery For the health of the daughter of my people?- 

Gilead was famous for a healing balm. It is famous for the storax tree, and 
its resin gum had become a very important healing agent. (Genesis 37:25, 
Jeremiah 46:11, and 51:8, and Ezekiel 27:17). 
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