
 
NOTES 

  
Chapter 37 – Convenient Religion  
1 Now King Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of 

Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon made king in the land of Judah - The events in this 

section focus on Zedekiah, the last king of Judah, who was placed 
on the throne as a vassal king by Nebuchadnezzar (cf. 2 Kings 
24:15-17). 

 
3 And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and 

Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, to the prophet 
Jeremiah, saying, “Pray now to the LORD our God for us – They 

had a convenient religion. Only when it benefited them did they 
pray.  

 
  13 And when he was in the Gate of Benjamin, a captain of the 

guard was there whose name was Irijah the son of Shelemiah, 
the son of Hananiah; and he seized Jeremiah the prophet, 
saying, “You are defecting to the Chaldeans!- Hananiah was 

that false prophet that took the yoke off Jeremiah’s neck, broke it 
and said Judah would be back in the land within two years (Jer. 
28). 

 
Jeremiah 38 – Spineless Zedekiah 
5 Then Zedekiah the king said, “Look, he is in your hand. For the 

king can do nothing against you” -  Zedekiah is weak and 

spineless. 
 
Jeremiah 39 – Spineless Zedekiah 
2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the 

ninth day of the month, the city was penetrated - This date is in 

the Bible four times: Jer 52; 2 Kgs 25; 2 Chr 36; Jer 39:2 . the siege 
comes and the city falls after about 18 months.  

 
6 Then the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before 

his eyes in Riblah; the king of Babylon also killed all the 
nobles of Judah. 7 Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and 
bound him with bronze fetters to carry him off to Babylon – 
Ezekiel also had a prophesy concerning Zedekiah. Cf. Ezek. 12:13 
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Chapter 37 – Convenient Religion  
1 Now King Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the 

son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made 
king in the land of Judah - The events in this section focus 

on Zedekiah, the last king of Judah, who was placed on the throne as a 
vassal king by Nebuchadnezzar (cf. 2 Kings 24:15-17). 

 
3 And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and 

Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, to the prophet Jeremiah, 
saying, “Pray now to the LORD our God for us – They had a 

convenient religion. Only when it benefited them did they pray.  
 
  13 And when he was in the Gate of Benjamin, a captain of the guard 

was there whose name was Irijah the son of Shelemiah, the son of 
Hananiah; and he seized Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “You are 
defecting to the Chaldeans!- Hananiah was that false prophet that took 

the yoke off Jeremiah’s neck, broke it and said Judah would be back in 
the land within two years (Jer. 28). 

 
 
 
Jeremiah 38 – Spineless Zedekiah 
5 Then Zedekiah the king said, “Look, he is in your hand. For the king 

can do nothing against you” -  Zedekiah is weak and spineless. 
 
 
Jeremiah 39 – Spineless Zedekiah 
2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth 

day of the month, the city was penetrated - This date is in the Bible 

four times: Jer 52; 2 Kgs 25; 2 Chr 36; Jer 39:2 . the siege comes and the 
city falls after about 18 months.  

 
6 Then the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes 

in Riblah; the king of Babylon also killed all the nobles of Judah. 7 
Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and bound him with bronze 
fetters to carry him off to Babylon – Ezekiel also had a prophesy 
concerning Zedekiah. Cf. Ezek. 12:13 
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