




















James 4 
11 Do not speak evil of one another, 

brethren. He who speaks evil of a 

brother and judges his brother, speaks 

evil of the law and judges the law. But if 

you judge the law, you are not a doer of 

the law but a judge.  



12 There is one Lawgiver, who is able to 

save and to destroy. Who are you to 

judge another? 13 Come now, you who 

say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to 

such and such a city, spend a year 

there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 
14 whereas you do not know what will 

happen tomorrow. For what is your life?  



It is even a vapor that appears for a 

little time and then vanishes away. 
15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord 

wills, we shall live and do this or that.” 
16 But now you boast in your arrogance. 

All such boasting is evil. 17 Therefore, to 

him who knows to do good and does 

not do it, to him it is sin. NKJV 



1. Don’t Speak Evil Of One Another 

James 4 
11 Do not speak evil (katalaleo) of one 

another, brethren. He who speaks evil 

of a brother and judges his brother, 

speaks evil of the law and judges the 

law. NKJV 



“Katalaleo is the sin of those who meet 

in corners and gather in little groups 

and pass on confidential information 

which destroy the good name of those 

who are not there to defend 

themselves.”  

William Barclay 



James 2 
8 If you really fulfill the royal law 

according to the Scripture, “You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself,” you do 

well… 

NKJV 



"One of the marks of a certain type of bad man is 

that he cannot give up a thing himself without 

wanting everyone else to give it up. That is not the 

Christian way. An individual Christian may see fit to 

give up all sorts of things for special reasons 

”marriage, or meat, or beer, or the cinema; but the 

moment he starts looking down his nose at other 

people who do use them, he has taken the wrong 

turning."  

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 



Leviticus 19 
16 “Do not spread slanderous gossip among 

your people.  “Do not stand idly by when your 

neighbor’s life is threatened. I am the LORD.  
17 “Do not nurse hatred in your heart for any of 

your relatives. Confront people directly so you 

will not be held guilty for their sin.  18 “Do not 

seek revenge or bear a grudge against a fellow 

Israelite, but love your neighbor as yourself. I 

am the LORD. NLT  



Then there is the other fellow who sits in judgment 

on everyone else. He doesn’t judge himself, but he 

judges everyone else. James is saying that 

judgment is God’s business. Jesus said, “For the 

Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 

judgment unto the Son” (John 5:22). There are 

many Christians who, in effect, say to the Lord 

Jesus, “You move over. I’m going to help You. We 

are going to have a Supreme Court, and I am 

going to be one of the judges.” 



We have a lot of believers like that today; boy, 

what a Supreme Court the church could furnish 

Him! James says that we are to judge ourselves 

and to go to Him in humility.  
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Epistles (James) 

(electronic ed., Vol. 53, p. 96). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



There is a law against evil-speaking. It is God’s 

law. When we carve up a brother or sister in 

Christ, we are breaking that law. But we are doing 

more. We are suggesting that we know better than 

God who gave the law. We are saying that this law 

should not even be a law. Curtis Vaughan 

observes, ‘The man who deliberately breaks a law 

thereby disparages that law. In effect he sets 

himself above it and declares that it is a bad law, 

not worthy to be obeyed.’  
Ellsworth, R. (2009). Opening up James (p. 139). Leominster: Day One 

Publications. 



James 4 
11 …But if you judge the law, you are 

not a doer of the law but a judge. 
12 There is one Lawgiver, who is able to 

save and to destroy. Who are you to 

judge another? 

NKJV 



Matthew 7 

“Judge  not, that you be not judged. 2 For 

with what judgment you judge, you will 

be judged; and with the measure you 

use, it will be measured back to you. 
3 And why do you look at the speck in 

your brother’s eye, but do not consider 

the plank in your own eye?  



4 Or how can you say to your brother, 

‘Let me remove the speck from your 

eye’; and look, a plank is in your own 

eye? 5 Hypocrite! First remove the 

plank from your own eye, and then you 

will see clearly to remove the speck 

from your brother’s eye.  

NKJV 



Philippians 2 
3 Let nothing be done through selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 

mind let each esteem others better 

than himself. 4 Let each of you look out 

not only for his own interests, but also 

for the interests of others. NKJV 



Before we engage in evil-speaking, we should 

remember that the God who can destroy has 

promised to judge such speaking. That 

judgement takes place to a certain extent in this 

life. How many of God’s blessings have we 

forfeited because we spoke evil? How many 

friendships have been ruined? How many people 

have been driven from the church? How many 

church leaders have been driven into 

discouragement?  



How many of their children have been driven 

into disillusionment? Is this a price we are 

willing to pay in order to enjoy the delicious 

feeling of cutting up a brother or sister in 

Christ? If God’s judgement doesn’t find us here, 

it will find us in eternity. But it will find us! Make 

no mistake about that!  
Ellsworth, R. (2009). Opening up James (pp. 140–141). Leominster: 

Day One Publications. 



James 4 
12 …Who are you to judge another? 

NKJV 



2. Don’t Boast 
James 4 

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or 

tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, 

spend a year there, buy and sell, and make 

a profit”; 14 whereas you do not know what 

will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? 

It is even a vapor that appears for a little 

time and then vanishes away. NKJV 



Proverbs 27  

Do not boast about tomorrow, For you 

do not know what a day may bring 

forth.  

NKJV 



Luke 12 
16 Then He spoke a parable to them, 

saying: “The ground of a certain rich 

man yielded plentifully. 17 And he 

thought within himself, saying, ‘What 

shall I do, since I have no room to store 

my crops?’ 



18 So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 

down my barns and build greater, and 

there I will store all my crops and my 

goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, 

“Soul, you have many goods laid up for 

many years; take your ease; eat, drink, 

and be merry.” ’ 



20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night 

your soul will be required of you; then 

whose will those things be which you 

have provided?’ 21 “So is he who lays 

up treasure for himself, and is not rich 

toward God.”  

NKJV 



James 4 
15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord 

wills, we shall live and do this or that.” 

NKJV 



I will return again to you, God willing 

(Acts 18:21).  

But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord 

wills (1 Corinthians 4:19).  

I hope to stay a while with you, if the 

Lord permits (1 Corinthians 16:7) 



Proverbs 28 
26 Those who trust their own insight are 

foolish, but anyone who walks in 

wisdom is safe. 

NLT 



Proverbs 16 
9A man’s heart plans his way, But the 

LORD directs his steps. 

NKJV 



Proverbs 19 
 21There are many plans in a man’s 

heart, Nevertheless the LORD’s 

counsel—that will stand. 

NKJV 



James 4 

16 But now you boast in your arrogance. 

All such boasting is evil. 17 Therefore, to 

him who knows to do good and does 

not do it, to him it is sin. 

NKJV 



Why do people who know the will of God 

deliberately disobey it? I have already suggested 

one reason: pride. Man likes to boast that he is the 

“master of his fate, the captain of his soul.” Man 

has accomplished so many marvelous things that 

he thinks he can do anything. Another reason is 

man’s ignorance of the nature of God’s will. He 

acts as though the will of God is something he can 

accept or reject. In reality, the will of God is not an 

option; it is an obligation.  



We cannot “take it or leave it.” Because He is the 

Creator and we are the creatures, we must obey 

Him. Because He is the Saviour and Lord, and we 

are His children and servants, we must obey Him. 

To treat the will of God lightly is to invite the 

chastening of God in our lives. Many people have 

the mistaken idea that the will of God is a formula 

for misery. Just the opposite is true! It is 

disobeying the Lord’s will that leads to misery. 
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

372). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 




