






Leviticus 19 
18 You shall not take vengeance, nor 

bear any grudge against the children of 

your people, but you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 

NKJV 

 



Matthew 22 
 37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the 

LORD your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This 

is the first and great commandment. 
39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ NKJV 

 



James 2 

My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. 
2 For if there should come into your 

assembly a man with gold rings, in fine 

apparel, and there should also come in a 

poor man in filthy clothes,  



3 and you pay attention to the one wearing 

the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here 

in a good place,” and say to the poor man, 

“You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my 

footstool,” 4 have you not shown partiality 

among yourselves, and become judges with 

evil thoughts?  



5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not 

chosen the poor of this world to be rich in 

faith and heirs of the kingdom which He 

promised to those who love Him? 6 But you 

have dishonored the poor man. Do not the 

rich oppress you and drag you into the 

courts?  



7 Do they not blaspheme that noble name by 

which you are called? 8 If you really fulfill the 

royal law according to the Scripture, “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do 

well; 9 but if you show partiality, you commit 

sin, and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors.  



10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and 

yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. 
11 For He who said, “Do not commit 

adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” Now if 

you do not commit adultery, but you do 

murder, you have become a transgressor of 

the law.  



12 So speak and so do as those who will be 

judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment 

is without mercy to the one who has shown 

no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

NKJV 



James 2  

My brethren, do not hold the faith of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 

partiality.  

NKJV  



Can favoritism or partiality coexist with the 

glorious Christ of faith? Impossible. God does 

display preferential treatment, but toward the 

poor (2:5) with the intent to demonstrate the 

greatness of his grace. Special respect of 

persons based on their high social standing is 

antithetical to faith in God. Believers must 

never mix faith with partiality.  



If they do, it is just another case of double-

mindedness. When favoritism dominates, 

the obedience of faith is compromised and 

undermined.  
Richardson, K. A. (1997). James (Vol. 36, p. 108). 

Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



Furthermore, if a sinner comes into your 

assembly or you otherwise come into 

contact with him, remember that he is a 

human being for whom Christ died. He 

stands at the foot of the cross, just as you 

stand at the foot of the cross.  
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Epistles (James) 

(electronic ed., Vol. 53, p. 55). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



James 2  
2 For if there should come into your 

assembly(synagoge) a man with gold rings, in fine 

apparel, and there should also come in a poor man 

in filthy clothes, 3 and you pay attention to the one 

wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit 

here in a good place,” and say to the poor man, 

“You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my footstool,” 
4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, 

and become judges with evil thoughts? 

NKJV 



Someone has said, “Some go to church to close 

their eyes, and others go to eye the clothes.” We 

have made Sunday a time when we Christians put 

on our Sunday–go–to–meeting clothes. A great 

many people come to church overdressed. There 

is a dash and a splash and a flash about them. 

There is a pomp and pomposity. It’s glitter and 

gaudy, and vulgar and vain, also… My friend, there 

is a danger of putting an emphasis upon clothes. 
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Epistles (James) 

(electronic ed., Vol. 53, p. 56). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



Galatians 2 
11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I 

withstood him to his face, because he was to be 

blamed; 12 for before certain men came from 

James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when 

they came, he withdrew and separated himself, 

fearing those who were of the circumcision. 13 And 

the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with 

him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with 

their hypocrisy. 

NKJV 



1Samuel 16 
 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not 

look at his appearance or at his physical 

stature, because I have refused him. For 

the LORD does not see as man sees; for 

man looks at the outward appearance, 

but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

NKJV 



James 2  
5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not 

chosen the        poor of this world to be rich in 

faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised 

to    those who love Him?  

NKJV  



“The rich man MAY trust Him; but the poor 

man MUST. . . . the poor man has no 

fortress in which to hide, except the two 

strong arms of God.”  

Meyer 



“Church history demonstrates that 

comparatively more poor people than rich 

have responded to the gospel.”  

Hiebert 



James 2  
6 But you have dishonored the poor 

man. Do not the rich oppress you and 

drag you into the courts? 7 Do they not 

blaspheme that noble name by which 

you are called? 

NKJV 



One of the most influential propositions in 

marketing is that customer satisfaction begets 

loyalty, and loyalty begets profits. Why, then, do 

so many companies infuriate their customers 

by binding them with contracts, bleeding them 

with fees, confounding them with fine print, and 

otherwise penalizing them for their business? 

Because, unfortunately, it pays.  



Companies have found that confused and ill-

informed customers, who often end up making 

poor purchasing decisions, can be highly 

profitable indeed… Think of the cell phone 

service, banking, and credit card industries, 

each of which now demonstrably profits from 

customers who fail to understand or follow the 

rules about minute use, minimum balances, 

overdrafts, credit limits, or payment deadlines.  



Most of the companies in these industries 

started out with product and pricing strategies 

designed to provide value to a variety of 

customer segments, each with its own needs 

and price sensitivities. Yet today, many 

companies in these industries and others find 

that their transparent, customer-centric 

strategies for delivering value have evolved into 

opaque, company-centric strategies for 

extracting it.  



Companies can also profit from customers’ bad 

decisions by over relying on penalties and fees. 

Such charges may have been conceived as a 

way to deter undesirable customer behavior 

and offset the costs that businesses incur as a 

result of that behavior. Penalties for bouncing a 

check, for example, were originally designed to 

discourage banking customers from spending 

more than they had and to recoup 

administrative costs.  



The practice was thus fair to company and 

customer alike. But many firms have 

discovered just how profitable penalties can be; 

as a result, they have an incentive to 

encourage their customers to incur them—or, at 

least, not to discourage them from doing so.  



Many credit card issuers, for example, choose 

not to deny a transaction that would put the 

cardholder over his or her credit limit; it’s more 

profitable to let the customer overspend and 

then impose penalties.  
Gail McGovern Youngme Moon Harvard Business Review. 



1Timothy 6 
10 For the love of money is a root of all 

kinds of evil, for which some have 

strayed from the faith in their 

greediness, and pierced themselves 

through with many sorrows. 

NKJV 



It is possible to be poor in this world and rich in 

the next, or rich in this world and poor in the 

next. Or, you could be poor both in this world 

and the next, or rich in this world and the next. 

It all depends on what you do with Christ and 

the material wealth He has given you. God 

promises the kingdom to “those that love Him” 

(James 2:5), not to those who love this world 

and its riches.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

351). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



James 2  
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according 

to the Scripture, “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself,” you do well; 9 but if 

you show partiality, you commit sin, and 

are convicted by the law as 

transgressors.  

NKJV 



James 2  
10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and 

yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. 
11 For He who said, “Do not commit 

adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” Now if 

you do not commit adultery, but you do 

murder, you have become a transgressor of 

the law. 

NKJV 



God’s Law is not like a setup of ten bowling 

pins which we knock down one at a time. It 

more resembles a pane of glass in which a 

break at one point means that the entire pane 

is broken…It applies to a hit man for mobsters 

who prides himself on his marital fidelity while 

he ruthlessly murders mob enemies.  



It applies to a citizen caught running a red light 

who excuses his disobedience by claiming that 

he had previously stopped for ten thousand red 

lights. It applies to professing Christians who 

feel that giving $500,000 for equipping a new 

church facility will secure their salvation after 

years of indifference.  



Disobedience of one section of God’s Law 

makes a person a sinner. No amount of 

imagined or actual obedience can compensate 

for that fact!  
Lea, T. D. (1999). Hebrews, James (Vol. 10, p. 284). Nashville, TN: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



James 2  

12 So speak and so do as those who will be 

judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is 

without mercy to the one who has shown no 

mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

NKJV  



Luke 6 

36 Therefore be merciful, just as your 

Father also is merciful. 37 “Judge not, 

and you shall not be judged. Condemn 

not, and you shall not be condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven.  



38 Give, and it will be given to you: good 

measure, pressed down, shaken 

together, and running over will be put 

into your bosom. For with the same 

measure that you use, it will be 

measured back to you.” 
NKJV 




