






• 9 out of 10 (88%) of Americans own a Bible, and 

those same people own an average of 4 copies 

of the Bible.  

• 6 out of 10 Americans (59%) who have no faith or 

who identify as atheists own a Bible. - Barna 

• According to the American Bible Society: 

Americans have an interest and awareness of the 

Bible, but not many read the scripture regularly, 

and one-third say that's the reason society's 

morals are in decline.  



• While 61% said they wish they read the Bible 

more, just 13% said they read the Bible daily.  

• More than half (57%) read their Bible at least four 

times a year. 

• Halo Effect?  



James 1 
19 So then, my beloved brethren, let 

every man be swift to hear, slow to 

speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath 

of man does not produce the 

righteousness of God.  



21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and 

overflow of wickedness, and receive 

with meekness the implanted word, 

which is able to save your souls. 22 But 

be doers of the word, and not hearers 

only, deceiving yourselves.  



23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word 

and not a doer, he is like a man 

observing his natural face in a mirror; 
24 for he observes himself, goes away, 

and immediately forgets what kind of 

man he was.  



25 But he who looks into the perfect law 

of liberty and continues in it, and is not 

a forgetful hearer but a doer of the 

work, this one will be blessed in what 

he does. 26 If anyone among you thinks 

he is religious, and does not bridle his 

tongue but deceives his own heart, this 

one’s religion is useless.  



27 Pure and undefiled religion before 

God and the Father is this: to visit 

orphans and widows in their trouble, 

and to keep oneself unspotted from the 

world. 

NKJV 



James 1  
19 So then, my beloved brethren, let 

every man be swift to hear, slow to 

speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of 

man does not produce the 

righteousness of God. NKJV 



Proverbs 15 
 31The ear that hears the rebukes of life 

will abide among the wise. 32He who 

disdains instruction despises his own 

soul, but he who heeds rebuke gets 

understanding. 

NKJV 



James 1  
19 So then, my beloved brethren, let 

every man be swift to hear, slow to 

speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of 

man does not produce the 

righteousness of God. 

NKJV 



Proverbs 10 
19In the multitude of words sin is not 

lacking, but he who restrains his lips is 

wise.  

NKJV 



Proverbs 17 
27 A truly wise person uses few words; 

a person with understanding is even-

tempered.  

NLT  



James 1  
19 So then, my beloved brethren, let 

every man be swift to hear, slow to 

speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of 

man does not produce the 

righteousness of God. 

NKJV 



Proverbs 29 
 22An angry man stirs up strife, and a 

furious man abounds in transgression. 

NKJV 



Proverbs 14 
29He who is slow to wrath has great 

understanding, but he who is impulsive 

exalts folly. 

NKJV 



When the Prophet Nathan told King David the 

story about “the stolen ewe lamb,” the king 

became angry, but at the wrong person. “Thou 

art the man,” said Nathan, and David then 

confessed, “I have sinned” (2 Sam. 12). In the 

Garden, Peter was slow to hear, swift to speak, 

and swift to anger—and he almost killed a man 

with the sword. Many church fights are the 

result of short tempers and hasty words.  



There is a godly anger against sin (Eph. 4:26); 

and if we love the Lord, we must hate sin (Ps. 

97:10). But man’s anger does not produce 

God’s righteousness (James 1:20). In fact, 

anger is just the opposite of the patience God 

wants to produce in our lives as we mature in 

Christ (James 1:3–4).  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, pp. 

346–347). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



James 1  
21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and 

overflow of wickedness, and receive 

with meekness the implanted word, 

which is able to save your souls. 

NKJV 



Christian obedience is never fully habitual. It 

requires a daily “putting on Christ” for its 

realization. Even with a strong doctrine of the 

new life in Christ, believers are always putting 

on and putting off ways of living according to 

the will of God. What a person “wears,” 

particularly in the expression of values, is a 

highly personal matter, and the attachment to 

certain ways are very strong.  



What God calls believers to put off, however, 

they must put off. Otherwise the contradiction 

to God’s righteousness produces an anger-

filled human being.  
Richardson, K. A. (1997). James (Vol. 36, p. 91). Nashville: Broadman 

& Holman Publishers. 



Romans 12 
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs 

of this world, but let God transform you 

into a new person by changing the way 

you think. Then you will learn to know 

God’s will for you, which is good and 

pleasing and perfect.  

NLT 



James 1  
22 But be doers of the word, and not 

hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

NKJV 





• 39% born agains believe it is morally acceptable 

for couples to live together before marriage.  

• Born-again Christians are more likely than non-

Christians to have experienced divorce (27 to 24 

%)! 

Barna 



Luke 11 
27 And it happened, as He spoke these 

things, that a certain woman from the 

crowd raised her voice and said to Him, 

“Blessed is the womb that bore You, and 

the breasts which nursed You!” 28 But He 

said, “More than that, blessed are those 

who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

NKJV  



Matthew 7 
 24 “Therefore whoever hears these 

sayings of Mine, and does them, I will 

liken him to a wise man who built his 

house on the rock: 25 and the rain 

descended, the floods came, and the 

winds blew and beat on that house; and it 

did not fall, for it was founded on the 

rock.  



26 “But everyone who hears these 

sayings of Mine, and does not do 

them, will be like a foolish man who 

built his house on the sand: 27 and the 

rain descended, the floods came, and 

the winds blew and beat on that house; 

and it fell. And great was its fall.” 

NKJV  



It is not enough to hear the Word; we must do 

it. Many people have the mistaken idea that 

hearing a good sermon or Bible study is what 

makes them grow and get God’s blessing. It is 

not the hearing but the doing that brings the 

blessing. Too many Christians mark their 

Bibles, but their Bibles never mark them! If you 

think you are spiritual because you hear the 

Word, then you are only kidding yourself. 
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

347). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



James 1  
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word 

and not a doer, he is like a man 

observing his natural face in a mirror; 
24 for he observes himself, goes away, 

and immediately forgets what kind of 

man he was. NKJV 



“The glass (mirror) of the Word is not like our 

ordinary looking-glass, which merely shows us 

our external features; but, according to the 

Greek of our text, the man sees in it ‘the face 

of his birth’; that is, the face of his nature. He 

that reads and hears the Word may see not 

only his actions there, but his motives, his 

desires, his inward condition.”  

C.H. Spurgeon 



Deuteronomy 8 
11 “Beware that you do not forget the 

LORD your God by not keeping His 

commandments, His judgments, and 

His statutes which I command you 

today, 12 lest—when you have eaten 

and are full, and have built beautiful 

houses and dwell in them;  



13 and when your herds and your flocks 

multiply, and your silver and your gold 

are multiplied, and all that you have is 

multiplied; 14 when your heart is lifted 

up, and you forget the LORD your God 

who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, from the house of bondage;  



15 who led you through that great and 

terrible wilderness, in which were fiery 

serpents and scorpions and thirsty land 

where there was no water; who 

brought water for you out of the flinty 

rock;  



16 who fed you in the wilderness with 

manna, which your fathers did not 

know, that He might humble you and 

that He might test you, to do you good 

in the end—17 then you say in your 

heart, ‘My power and the might of my 

hand have gained me this wealth.’ 

NKJV 



James 1  
25 But he who looks into the perfect law 

of liberty and continues in it, and is not 

a forgetful hearer but a doer of the 

work, this one will be blessed in what 

he does. 

NKJV 



Psalm 119 
45And I will walk at liberty, for I seek 

Your precepts. 

NKJV 



John 8 
34 Jesus answered them, “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

commits sin is a slave of sin. 35 And a 

slave does not abide in the house 

forever, but a son abides forever. 
36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, 

you shall be free indeed. NKJV 



Galatians 5 

 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by 

which Christ has made us free, and do 

not be entangled again with a yoke of 

bondage. 

NKJV 



Psalm 1 
1Blessed is the man Who walks not in 

the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands 

in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the 

seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is 

in the law of the LORD, And in His law 

he meditates day and night.  



3He shall be like a tree Planted by the 

rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit 

in its season, Whose leaf also shall not 

wither; And whatever he does shall 

prosper.  

NKJV 



James 1  
26 If anyone among you thinks he is 

religious, and does not bridle his 

tongue but deceives his own heart, this 

one’s religion is useless.  

NKJV 



James 1  
27 Pure and undefiled religion before 

God and the Father is this: to visit 

orphans and widows in their trouble, 

and to keep oneself unspotted from the 

world. 

NKJV 



John 17 
 14 I have given them Your word; and the 

world has hated them because they are 

not of the world, just as I am not of the 

world. 15 I do not pray that You should 

take them out of the world, but that You 

should keep them from the evil one. 
16 They are not of the world, just as I am 

not of the world. NKJV 




