






James 1 
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I 

am tempted by God”; for God cannot be 

tempted by evil, nor does He Himself 

tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted 

when he is drawn away by his own 

desires and enticed.  



15 Then, when desire has conceived, it 

gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-

grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not be 

deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every 

good gift and every perfect gift is from 

above, and comes down from the Father 

of lights, with whom there is no variation 

or shadow of turning.  



18 Of His own will He brought us forth by 

the word of truth, that we might be a kind 

of firstfruits of His creatures. 

NKJV 



James 1  
13 Let no one say when he is 

tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for 

God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 

does He Himself tempt anyone. 

NKJV 



God cannot tempt anyone to sin because he 

cannot! His very nature is so opposed to sin 

that he cannot possibly tempt anyone in that 

direction. D. Edmond Hiebert writes, ‘God is 

unsusceptible to evil; evil has never had any 

appeal for Him. It is repugnant and abhorrent 

to Him.’  
Ellsworth, R. (2009). Opening up James (p. 41). Leominster: Day One 

Publications. 



Matthew 4 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 

wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

NKJV 



A man got lost in the hills of Arkansas back in the 

days of the Model T Ford. He had lost his way, and 

there were no highway markings. He came into a 

small town and saw some little boys playing there. 

He asked one of them, “Where am I?” The little fellow 

looked at him puzzled for just a moment. Finally he 

pointed at the man with his finger and said, “There 

you are!” My friend, when you ask, “Who tempted me 

to do this?” God says, “There you are. It’s in your 

own skin—that is where the problem is.” 
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Epistles (James) 

(electronic ed., Vol. 53, p. 30). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



1John 1 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 

confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not 

sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is 

not in us. 

NKJV 



Matthew 23 
5 But all their works they do to be seen by 

men. They make their phylacteries broad and 

enlarge the borders of their garments. 6 They 

love the best places at feasts, the best seats in 

the synagogues, 7 greetings in the 

marketplaces, and to be called by men, 

‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’ 

NKJV 



James 1  
14 But each one is tempted when he 

is drawn away by his own desires 

and enticed. 

NKJV 



Romans 7 
 14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I 

am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I 

do not understand what I do. For what I 

want to do I do not do, but what I hate I 

do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, 

I agree that the law is good.  



17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do 

it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know 

that good itself does not dwell in me, that 

is, in my sinful nature. u For I have the 

desire to do what is good, but I cannot 

carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I 

want to do, but the evil I do not want to 

do—this I keep on doing.  



20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it 

is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living 

in me that does it.  21 So I find this law at 

work: Although I want to do good, evil is 

right there with me. 22 For in my inner 

being I delight in God’s law;  



23 but I see another law at work in me, 

waging war against the law of my mind 

and making me a prisoner of the law of 

sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched 

man I am! Who will rescue me from this 

body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks 

be to God, who delivers me through 

Jesus Christ our Lord!  NIV 



Galatians 5 
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will 

not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the 

desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, 

and the desires of the Spirit are against the 

flesh, for these are opposed to each other, 

to keep you from doing the things you want 

to do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you 

are not under the law. ESV 



James 1  
15 Then, when desire has conceived, it 

gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-

grown, brings forth death.  

NKJV 



Practically speaking, sin occurs whenever a 

person’s mind approves the performance of a sinful 

act. Whenever the person repeatedly approves the 

same sin, the result is death. This is death in all its 

terror—a total disintegration of the personality, 

physically, emotionally, and spiritually. It leads to a 

separation from God lasting for eternity. It all begins 

when an individual yields his will to evil. No one can 

blame God for this. I do it to myself.  
Lea, T. D. (1999). Hebrews, James (Vol. 10, pp. 261–262). Nashville, TN: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



“You cannot keep birds from flying over your 

head, but you can keep them from nesting in 

your hair.”  

Martin Luther 



James 1  
16 Do not be deceived (planaō), my 

beloved brethren. 

NKJV 



John 14 
 30 I will no longer talk much with you, for 

the ruler of this world is coming, and he 

has nothing in Me. 

NKJV 



James 1  
17 Every good gift and every perfect 

gift is from above, and comes down 

from the Father of lights, with whom 

there is no variation or shadow of 

turning. NKJV 



1John 1 
 5 This is the message which we have 

heard from Him and declare to you, that 

God is light and in Him is no darkness at 

all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship 

with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie 

and do not practice the truth.  



7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 

His Son cleanses us from all sin.  

NKJV 



James 1  
18 Of His own will He brought us forth by 

the word of truth, that we might be a kind 

of firstfruits of His creatures. 

NKJV 



1Peter 1 
23 having been born again, not of 

corruptible seed but incorruptible, 

through the word of God which lives and 

abides forever, 24 because 

“All flesh is as grass, 

And all the glory of man as the flower of 

the grass. 



The grass withers, 

And its flower falls away, 
25But the word of the LORD endures 

forever.”  

NKJV 




