




James 

• The author of James is James, the half-
brother of Jesus also known as James 
the Just.  

Matthew 13: 55 Is this not the carpenter’s 
son? Is not His mother called Mary? And 
His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and 

Judas? 56 And His sisters, are they not all 
with us? 

 



James 

• James initially rejected Him (John 7:5).  

John 7: 3 His brothers therefore said to Him, 

“Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your 

disciples also may see the works that You are 

doing. 4 For no one does anything in secret while 

he himself seeks to be known openly. If You do 

these things, show Yourself to the world.” 5 For 

even His brothers did not believe in Him. 



• However, James had a sudden 

change of heart toward Jesus. 

(1Corinthians 15:7) 

1Corinthians 15: 7 After that He was seen 

by James, then by all the apostles. 



• James became the leader of the Jerusalem 

church [not Peter]. 

• James presided over the Council at 

Jerusalem (Acts 15:13-21). 

• Paul met with Peter and James when he 

first went to Jerusalem after becoming a 

Christian (Galatians 1:19; 2:9). 



• Paul brought a collection to James and the 

church at Jerusalem (Acts 21:18-25). Paul 

obviously held James in high regard. 

• Jude calls James the "brother of the Lord" 

(Jude1). 

• An early history of the church says that 

James was such a man of prayer that his 

knees had large and thick calluses, making 

them look like the knees of a camel. 



• James wrote this book about A.D. 44–49. 

The absence of any reference to the 

Jerusalem Council recorded in Acts 15 

(c. A.D. 49) points to a date of writing for 

James before that council met. So, 44-49 

A.D.  

• A.D. 62, was the year of James’s 

martyrdom according to Josephus. 



• James’ real name is actually Iakōbos. 

James is the transliteration of the Hebrew 

name "Jacob." 





James 1 

James, a bondservant of God and of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve 

tribes which are scattered abroad: 

Greetings. 2 My brethren, count it all joy 

when you fall into various trials, 
3 knowing that the testing of your faith 

produces patience.  



4 But let patience have its perfect work, 

that you may be perfect and complete, 

lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks 

wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives 

to all liberally and without reproach, 

and it will be given to him.  



6 But let him ask in faith, with no 

doubting, for he who doubts is like a 

wave of the sea driven and tossed by 

the wind. 7 For let not that man 

suppose that he will receive anything 

from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded 

man, unstable in all his ways.  



9 Let the lowly brother glory in his 

exaltation, 10 but the rich in his 

humiliation, because as a flower of the 

field he will pass away. 11 For no 

sooner has the sun risen with a 

burning heat than it withers the grass; 

its flower falls, and its beautiful 

appearance perishes.  



So the rich man also will fade away in 

his pursuits. 12 Blessed is the man who 

endures temptation; for when he has 

been approved, he will receive the 

crown of life which the Lord has 

promised to those who love Him. 

NKJV 



James 1  

James, a bondservant (duolos) of God 

and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the 

twelve tribes which are scattered 

abroad: Greetings. 

NKJV 



Not everyone who grows old, grows up. There 

is a difference between age and maturity. Just 

because a Christian has been saved for ten or 

twenty years does not guarantee that he is 

mature in the Lord. Mature Christians are 

happy Christians, useful Christians, Christians 

who help to encourage others and to build their 

local church.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

337). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



James 1  

James, a bondservant of God and of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve 

tribes which are scattered (diaspora) 

abroad: Greetings.  

NKJV 



James 1  
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you 

fall into various trials, 3 knowing that 

the testing of your faith produces 

patience. 4 But let patience have its 

perfect work, that you may be perfect 

and complete, lacking nothing. 

NKJV 



Romans 8 
28 And we know that all things work 

together for good to those who love 

God, to those who are the called 

according to His purpose. 

NKJV 



Galatians 5  
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; 

against such things there is no law. 

ESV 



Some Christians therefore have never really 

grown up but have remained babes. I made 

the statement as a pastor one Sunday 

morning that there were more babes in the 

church service than there were in the 

nursery downstairs. I tell you, I didn’t get too 

many laughs from that comment.  



The difference, however, is that the babies in 

the nursery were beautiful, but the ones sitting 

in the church service were not very pretty. 

There is much clamoring and criticizing, turmoil 

and tension in our churches today. The reason 

is that many Christians have not grown up; 

they are still babes.  

McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The 

Epistles (James) (electronic ed., Vol. 53, pp. 16–17). 

Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



Psalm 131 
1LORD, my heart is not haughty, Nor my 

eyes lofty. Neither do I concern myself with 

great matters, Nor with things too profound 

for me. 2Surely I have calmed and quieted 

my soul, Like a weaned child with his 

mother; Like a weaned child is my soul 

within me.  

NKJV 



Job 23 
 10But He knows the way that I take; When 

He has tested me, I shall come forth as 

gold. 11My foot has held fast to His steps; I 

have kept His way and not turned aside. 12I 

have not departed from the commandment 

of His lips; I have treasured the words of His 

mouth more than my necessary food. 

NKJV 



2Corinthians 4 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for 

a moment, is working for us a far more 

exceeding and eternal weight of 

glory… 

NKJV 



2Corinthians 11 
24 From the Jews five times I received 

forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I 

was beaten with rods; once I was 

stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; 

a night and a day I have been in the 

deep;  



26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, 

in perils of robbers, in perils of my own 

countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in 

perils in the city, in perils in the 

wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 

among false brethren;  



27 in weariness and toil, in 

sleeplessness often, in hunger and 

thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 

nakedness—28 besides the other 

things, what comes upon me daily: my 

deep concern for all the churches. 

NKJV 



James 1  
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 

ask of God, who gives to all liberally 

and without reproach, and it will be 

given to him. 

NKJV 



Proverbs 9 
 10“The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom, and the 

knowledge of the Holy One is 

understanding. 

NKJV 



James 3 
17 But the wisdom that is from above is 

first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

willing to yield, full of mercy and good 

fruits, without partiality and without 

hypocrisy. 

NKJV 



Four facts about God encourage us to ask for 

this wisdom. First, God is a giving God. Giving 

to those who ask from Him is natural for God. 

Second, God gives generously to all. He has 

no favorite recipients of His gifts, but gives to 

all classes, races, and types of people. Third, 

God gives without finding fault. God does not 

give in such a way as to humiliate us. He does 

not chastise us for our failures or hold our 

unworthiness against us.  



He is always ready to add new blessings to old 

ones without finding fault in us for our many 

shortcomings. Finally, God promises to answer 

those who come seeking wisdom. A request 

according to His will receives His answer (1 

John 5:14–15).  
Lea, T. D. (1999). Hebrews, James (Vol. 10, pp. 258–259). Nashville, 

TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



James 1 
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, 

for he who doubts is like a wave of the 

sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For 

let not that man suppose that he will 

receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a 

double-minded man, unstable in all his 

ways. NKJV 



1Kings 18 
21Elijah went before the people and 

said, “How long will you waver 

between two opinions? If the LORD is 

God, follow him; but if Baal is God, 

follow him.” But the people said 

nothing.  

NIV 





James 4 

 8 Draw near to God and He will draw 

near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 

sinners; and purify your hearts, you 

double-minded. 

NKJV 



James 1 
7 For let not that man suppose that he 

will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he 

is a double-minded man (dipsychos), 

unstable in all his ways.  

NKJV 



James 1 
9 Let the lowly brother glory in his 

exaltation, 10 but the rich in his 

humiliation, because as a flower of the 

field he will pass away.  



11 For no sooner has the sun risen with 

a burning heat than it withers the 

grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful 

appearance perishes. So the rich man 

also will fade away in his pursuits. 

NKJV 



Isaiah 40 
 6The voice said, “Cry out!” And he said, 

“What shall I cry?” “All flesh is grass, And 

all its loveliness is like the flower of the 

field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 

Because the breath of the LORD blows 

upon it; Surely the people are grass. 8The 

grass withers, the flower fades, But the 

word of our God stands forever.” NKJV 



James 1  
12 Blessed (makarios) is the man who 

endures temptation; for when he has 

been approved, he will receive the 

crown (stephanos) of life which the 

Lord has promised to those who love 

Him. NKJV 



God’s reward to us for faithfully enduring 

trials is not a position of royalty over others. 

Rather, it is recognition from God for 

spiritual victory. The crown is not a physical 

object but a spiritual privilege which gives a 

deeper, fuller life on earth (John 10:10) and 

an unending, joyous life in the world to 

come. Enduring trials for his glory shows 

that we love God.  



God has stored up marvelous blessings for 

those who love him. Four features in this 

section provide encouragement for people 

caught up in trials. First, God uses trials to 

produce staying power in those who endure. 

Second, for those who seek it, God provides 

wisdom to understand trials.  



Third, believers, whether rich or poor, find 

encouragement to rejoice over their position 

in life. Fourth, God promises a reward to fill 

the believer with hope.  
Lea, T. D. (1999). Hebrews, James (Vol. 10, p. 261). Nashville, TN: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 




