


Chapter 5 
14 For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, 
And like a young lion to the house of 

Judah. I, even I, will tear them and go away; 
I will take them away, and no one shall 

rescue. 



15 I will return again to My place 
Till they acknowledge their offense. 

Then they will seek My face; 
In their affliction they will earnestly seek 

Me.” 
    NKJV 



Chapter 6 
Come, and let us return to the LORD; 
For He has torn, but He will heal us; 

He has stricken, but He will bind us up. 
NKJV 



2 After two days He will revive us; 
On the third day He will raise us up, 

That we may live in His sight. 
NKJV 



The New Testament does not explicitly cite 

this verse, but 1 Cor 15:4 asserts that 

Christ arose on the third day “in accordance 

with the Scriptures,” and no other text 

speaks of the third day in the fashion that 

Hos 6:2 does.  
Garrett, D. A. (1997). Hosea, Joel (Vol. 19A, p. 158). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



This will also be applicable in that future day 

when God will bring Israel back into that land 

and bring them to Himself. In Ezekiel 37 God 

speaks of that day as a resurrection, and that 

resurrection will be based on the One who was 

raised on the third day; for in Christ’s 

resurrection there is provided, for any man 

who will accept it, a redemption and a 

justification which will bring him into a right 

relationship with Almighty God.  



The apostle Paul develops the subject of the 

future of Israel in Romans 11. In our day, God’s 

purpose in building His church is to draw to 

Himself both Jew and Gentile, people out of 

every tongue and tribe and nation, who are 

going to come before Him to worship. When 

God completes His purpose in the church and 

takes it out of the world, He will again turn to the 

nation Israel and will raise her up.  
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Prophets 

(Hosea/Joel) (electronic ed., Vol. 27, pp. 71–72). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 



3 Let us know, 
Let us pursue the knowledge of the 

LORD. 
His going forth is established as the 

morning; He will come to us like the rain, 
Like the latter and former rain to the 

earth.  
NKJV 



4 “O Ephraim, what shall I do to you? 
O Judah, what shall I do to you? 

For your faithfulness is like a morning 
cloud, 

And like the early dew it goes away. 
NKJV 



5 Therefore I have hewn them by the 
prophets, 

I have slain them by the words of My 
mouth; And your judgments are like light 

that goes forth. 
6 For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, 
And the knowledge of God more than 

burnt offerings. NKJV 



Today many are saying, “Out with religion,” 

and I say, fine, let’s sweep it out the back door, 

and let’s invite Jesus Christ, the Light of the 

world, to come in. The Israelites were religious, 

but their goodness was like “a morning cloud”—

just form and ritual and ceremony. “And like the 

early dew it goes away”—that is all their religion 

amounted to.  



Many people wear religion like you would wear 

a loose–fitting garment; it is something they can 

put on or off at any time. God condemned these 

people because they were religious, but they did 

not know Him, and they had never had a 

transforming, life–changing, experience with 

Him.  
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Prophets 

(Hosea/Joel) (electronic ed., Vol. 27, p. 74). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 



7 “But like men they transgressed the 
covenant; There they dealt treacherously 

with Me. 8Gilead is a city of evildoers 
And defiled with blood. 

9 As bands of robbers lie in wait for a 
man, So the company of priests murder 

on the way to Shechem; Surely they 
commit lewdness. NKJV 



10 I have seen a horrible thing in the 
house of Israel: There is the harlotry of 

Ephraim; Israel is defiled. 
11 Also, O Judah, a harvest is 

appointed for you, 
When I return the captives of My people. 

NKJV 



Chapter 7 
“When I would have healed Israel, 
Then the iniquity of Ephraim was 

uncovered, 
And the wickedness of Samaria. 



For they have committed fraud; 
A thief comes in; A band of robbers 

takes spoil outside. 2They do not 
consider in their hearts 

That I remember all their wickedness; 
Now their own deeds have surrounded 

them; They are before My face. 
NKJV 



3 They make a king glad with their 
wickedness, 

And princes with their lies. 
NKJV 



4 “They are all adulterers. 
Like an oven heated by a baker— 

He ceases stirring the fire after kneading 
the dough, 

Until it is leavened. 
NKJV 



5 In the day of our king 
Princes have made him sick, inflamed with 

wine; 
He stretched out his hand with scoffers. 



6 They prepare their heart like an 
oven, While they lie in wait; Their baker 

sleeps all night; In the morning it burns like 
a flaming fire. 7They are all hot, like an 
oven, And have devoured their judges; 
All their kings have fallen. None among 

them calls upon Me. 
NKJV 



8 “Ephraim has mixed himself among 
the peoples; 

Ephraim is a cake unturned. 
NKJV 



9 Aliens have devoured his strength, 
But he does not know it; 

Yes, gray hairs are here and there on him, 
Yet he does not know it. 

NKJV 



10 And the pride of Israel testifies to 
his face, 

But they do not return to the LORD 
their God, 

Nor seek Him for all this. 
 NKJV 



11 “Ephraim also is like a silly dove, 
without sense—They call to Egypt, 

They go to Assyria. 12 Wherever they 
go, I will spread My net on them; 

I will bring them down like birds of the air; I 
will chastise them according to what their 

congregation has heard. 
 NKJV 



13 “Woe to them, for they have fled 
from Me! 

Destruction to them, 
Because they have transgressed against 

Me! 
Though I redeemed them, 

Yet they have spoken lies against Me. 



14 They did not cry out to Me with 
their heart 

When they wailed upon their beds. 
“They assemble together for grain and 

new wine, They rebel against Me; 
15Though I disciplined and strengthened 

their arms, Yet they devise evil against 
Me; 



16 They return, but not to the Most 
High; They are like a treacherous bow. 

Their princes shall fall by the sword 
For the cursings of their tongue. 

This shall be their derision in the land of 
Egypt. 
 NKJV 



Chapter 8 
“Set the trumpet to your mouth! 

He shall come like an eagle against the 
house of the LORD, because they have 

transgressed My covenant 
And rebelled against My law. NKJV 



2 Israel will cry to Me, 
‘My God, we know You!’ 

3 Israel has rejected the good; 
The enemy will pursue him. 

 NKJV 



4 “They set up kings, but not by Me; 
They made princes, but I did not 

acknowledge them. 
From their silver and gold 

They made idols for themselves— 
That they might be cut off. 



5 Your calf is rejected, O Samaria! 
My anger is aroused against them— 

How long until they attain to innocence? 
6 For from Israel is even this: 

A workman made it, and it is not God; 
But the calf of Samaria shall be broken 

to pieces. NKJV 



7 “They sow the wind, 
And reap the whirlwind. 
The stalk has no bud; 

It shall never produce meal. 
If it should produce, 

Aliens would swallow it up. 
NKJV 



8 Israel is swallowed up; 
Now they are among the Gentiles 

Like a vessel in which is no pleasure. 
NKJV 



9 For they have gone up to Assyria, 
Like a wild donkey alone by itself; 

Ephraim has hired lovers. 
NKJV 



10 Yes, though they have hired among 
the nations, now I will gather them; And 

they shall sorrow a little, 
Because of the burden of the king of 

princes. 



11 “Because Ephraim has made many 
altars for sin, 

They have become for him altars for 
sinning. 12I have written for him the great 

things of My law, 
But they were considered a strange 

thing. 
NKJV 



God is saying here, “I have given them my 

written Word, and to them it is a strange thing—

they are ignorant of it.” That was the 

condemnation of Israel and, my friend, that is 

the condemnation of our nation today. We try to 

pass as a civilized, Christian nation, and we are 

anything but that. The ignorance of the Word of 

God is to me one of the most amazing things in 

this land.  



That is the reason we are committed to 

teaching the Bible. The most important business 

the church has is to get out the Word of God. I 

do not think your pastor is to be a business 

administrator. I do not think he is called to be a 

social lion who mixes and mingles with people.  



The important thing is whether he gives out the 

Word of God when he stands in that pulpit. If he 

does, then you should stand behind him. But I 

do not ask you to support a man who is playing 

around and riding the fence in liberalism.  
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Prophets 

(Hosea/Joel) (electronic ed., Vol. 27, p. 74). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 



13 For the sacrifices of My offerings 
they sacrifice flesh and eat it, 

But the LORD does not accept them. 
Now He will remember their iniquity and 

punish their sins. 
They shall return to Egypt. 



14 “For Israel has forgotten his Maker, 
And has built temples; 

Judah also has multiplied fortified cities; 
But I will send fire upon his cities, 
And it shall devour his palaces.” 

NKJV 




