


Chapter 3 
Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, 

love a woman who is loved by a lover and is 
committing adultery, just like the love of the 
LORD for the children of Israel, who look 
to other gods and love the raisin cakes of 

the pagans.”      NKJV 



2 So I bought her for myself for fifteen 
shekels of silver, and one and one-half 
homers of barley. 3 And I said to her, 

“You shall stay with me many days; you 
shall not play the harlot, nor shall you 

have a man—so, too, will I be toward you.” 
NKJV 



4 For the children of Israel shall abide 
many days without king or prince, without 
sacrifice or sacred pillar, without ephod or 

teraphim.  
NKJV 



5 Afterward the children of Israel shall 
return and seek the LORD their God 

and David their king. They shall fear the 
LORD and His goodness in the latter 

days. 
NKJV 



Chapter 4 
Hear the word of the LORD, 

You children of Israel, For the LORD 
brings a charge against the inhabitants of 

the land: “There is no truth or mercy or 
knowledge of God in the land.  

NKJV 



2 By swearing and lying, 
Killing and stealing and committing 

adultery, 
They break all restraint, 

With bloodshed upon bloodshed. 
NKJV 



“Apparently violent crimes had become so 

common that one seemed immediately to 

follow another, as if touching it.”  

Leon Wood 



3 Therefore the land will mourn; 
And everyone who dwells there will waste 

away 
With the beasts of the field 

And the birds of the air; Even the fish of 
the sea will be taken away. 

NKJV 



4 “Now let no man contend, or rebuke 
another; For your people are like those 

who contend with the priest. 
5 Therefore you shall stumble in the 

day; The prophet also shall stumble with 
you in the night; And I will destroy your 

mother. 



6 My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge. 

Because you have rejected knowledge, 
I also will reject you from being priest for 

Me; Because you have forgotten the law 
of your God, 

I also will forget your children. NKJV 



7 “The more they increased, 
The more they sinned against Me; 
I will change their glory into shame. 

8 They eat up the sin of My people; 
They set their heart on their iniquity. 

 NKJV 





9 And it shall be: like people, like 
priest. 

So I will punish them for their ways, 
And reward them for their deeds. 

 NKJV 



10 For they shall eat, but not have 
enough; 

They shall commit harlotry, but not 
increase; 

Because they have ceased obeying the 
LORD.   



11 “Harlotry, wine, and new wine 
enslave the heart. 12My people ask 

counsel from their wooden idols, And 
their staff informs them. For the spirit of 

harlotry has caused them to stray, 
And they have played the harlot against 

their God. NKJV 



13 They offer sacrifices on the 
mountaintops, And burn incense on the 

hills, Under oaks, poplars, and terebinths, 
Because their shade is good. Therefore 

your daughters commit harlotry, 
And your brides commit adultery. 

NKJV 



14 “I will not punish your daughters 
when they commit harlotry, 

Nor your brides when they commit 
adultery; For the men themselves go apart 

with harlots, And offer sacrifices with a 
ritual harlot. Therefore people who do 

not understand will be trampled. 
NKJV 



Those in the ancient Near East took adultery by 

women very seriously and often applied a double 

standard, as in Gen 38:24, where Judah, who had 

recently made use of the services of a prostitute, 

demanded that Tamar be burned to death for 

prostituting herself. Here Yahweh is in effect 

saying: “Why should I be outraged when young 

women commit adultery? They only learned it 

from their husbands!”  
Garrett, D. A. (1997). Hosea, Joel (Vol. 19A, p. 124). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



15 “Though you, Israel, play the harlot, 
Let not Judah offend. 

Do not come up to Gilgal, 
Nor go up to Beth Aven, 

Nor swear an oath, saying, ‘As the 
LORD lives’— 

NKJV 



16 “For Israel is stubborn 
Like a stubborn calf; 

Now the LORD will let them forage 
Like a lamb in open country. 

17 “Ephraim is joined to idols, 
Let him alone. 

NKJV 



18 Their drink is rebellion, 
They commit harlotry continually. 
Her rulers dearly love dishonor. 

19 The wind has wrapped her up in its 
wings, 

And they shall be ashamed because of 
their sacrifices. NKJV 



Chapter 5 
“Hear this, O priests! Take heed, O 

house of Israel! Give ear, O house of the 
king! For yours is the judgment, because 

you have been a snare to Mizpah 
And a net spread on Tabor. 

NKJV 



2 The revolters are deeply involved in 
slaughter, 

Though I rebuke them all. 
3 I know Ephraim, 

And Israel is not hidden from Me; For 
now, O Ephraim, you commit harlotry; 

Israel is defiled. 
NKJV 





4 “They do not direct their deeds 
Toward turning to their God, 

For the spirit of harlotry is in their midst, 
And they do not know the LORD. 

5 The pride of Israel testifies to his 
face; Therefore Israel and Ephraim 
stumble in their iniquity; Judah also 

stumbles with them.  NKJV 



The Bible holds two truths in tension: first, that 

repentance is always a possibility, and second, 

that corruption can so enslave a soul that 

repentance becomes a practical impossibility. 

This verse focuses on the latter truth. As Wolff 

comments, “Total apostasy takes away freedom.” 

Long years of training in paganism had had its 

effect; the nation had become unable to return to 

Yahweh.  



The point that they no longer knew God looks 

back to the original indictment on the nation, that 

it lacked the knowledge of God (4:1). We should 

note that Hosea uses a number of catchwords to 

link v. 4 to v. 3. God knows about them (v. 3), but 

they do not know him (v. 4); Ephraim led them 

into prostitution (v. 3), and a spirit of prostitution 

now filled their hearts (v. 4); they were unclean (v. 

3), and thus they could not enter God’s presence 

(v. 4).  
Garrett, D. A. (1997). Hosea, Joel (Vol. 19A, p. 145). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



6 “With their flocks and herds 
They shall go to seek the LORD, 

But they will not find Him; 
He has withdrawn Himself from them. 

NKJV 



7 They have dealt treacherously with 
the LORD, 

For they have begotten pagan children. 
Now a New Moon shall devour them and 

their heritage. 



8 “Blow the ram’s horn in Gibeah, 
The trumpet in Ramah! 

Cry aloud at Beth Aven, 
‘Look behind you, O Benjamin!’ 



9 Ephraim shall be desolate in the day 
of rebuke; 

Among the tribes of Israel I make known 
what is sure. 

10 “The princes of Judah are like those 
who remove a landmark; 

I will pour out my wrath on them like water. 
NKJV 



11 Ephraim is oppressed and broken in 
judgment, 

Because he willingly walked by human 
precept. 

12 Therefore I will be to Ephraim like a 
moth, 

And to the house of Judah like 
rottenness.    NKJV 



13 “When Ephraim saw his sickness, 
And Judah saw his wound, 

Then Ephraim went to Assyria 
And sent to King Jareb; 
Yet he cannot cure you, 

Nor heal you of your wound. 
NKJV 



14 For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, 
And like a young lion to the house of 

Judah. 
NKJV 



…I, even I, will tear them and go away; 
I will take them away, and no one shall 

rescue. 15 I will return again to My place 
Till they acknowledge their offense. 

Then they will seek My face; 
In their affliction they will earnestly seek 

Me.”     NKJV 




