
 
Ch. 12-14 I Will Heal Their Backsliding 

  
 Chapter 12 – Struggle With God  
3 He took his brother by the heel in the womb, And in his strength he 

struggled with God - From the womb until the wrestling with angel, Jacob 

(Ya’cov, follow the heel), grabbed the heel of his brother—prophetically 
depicting the gaining of his brother’s birthright (Gen 25:27-34) and stealing 
the all-important deathbed blessing of the firstborn by his father (Gen 
27:5-29). 

8 And Ephraim said, ‘Surely I have become rich, I have found wealth 
for myself; In all my labors They shall find in me no iniquity that is 
sin – See Revelation 3:17 

10 I have also spoken by the prophets, And have multiplied visions – 

See Hebrews 1:1-3 

 Chapter 13 – The Cycle  
6 When they had pasture, they were filled; They were filled and their 

heart was exalted; Therefore they forgot Me -  The cycle of prosperity 

and then forgetting God.  

14 I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them 
from death. O Death, I will be your plagues! O Grave, I will be your 
destruction! Pity is hidden from My eyes – Cf. 1 Corinthians 15: 54-57 

Chapter 14 – Healing 
4 I will heal their backsliding –  

 This metaphor implies that apostasy is more than an act of the will, but is 
also a kind of mental derangement (or spiritual blindness) that God himself 
must cure. Here, too, is the paradox of Hosea. The book repeatedly calls 
upon the people to choose to turn back to Yahweh, but at the same time 
implies that they cannot turn back without a saving act from Yahweh. 
Garrett, D. A. (1997). Hosea, Joel (Vol. 19A, p. 273). Nashville: Broadman 
& Holman Publishers. 

 
9 Who is wise? Let him understand these things. Who is prudent? Let 

him know them. For the ways of the LORD are right; The righteous 
walk in them, But transgressors stumble in them – True wisdom!  
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