


It also is a book that jolts the reader; it 

refuses to be domesticated and made 

conventional. It does comfort the afflicted, 

but it most surely afflicts the comfortable. It 

is as startling in its presentation of sin as it 

is surprising in its stubborn certainty of 

grace. It is as blunt as it is enigmatic. It is a 

book to be experienced, and the experience 

is with God.  
Garrett, D. A. (1997). Hosea, Joel (Vol. 19A, p. 22).  





Chapter 1 
The word of the LORD that came to 

Hosea the son of Beeri, in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 

kings of Judah, and in the days of 
Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. 

NKJV 



Kings Of Israel 
Jeroboam I, bad, 930—909 BC 

Nadab, bad, 909—908 BC 

Baasha, bad, 908—886 BC 

Elah, bad, 886—885 BC 

Zimri, bad, 885 BC 

Tibni, bad, 885—880 BC 

Omri (overlap), extra bad, 885—874 BC 

Ahab, the worst, 874—853 BC 

Ahaziah, bad, 853—852 BC 

Joram/Jehoram, bad mostly, 852—841 BC 

Jehu, not good but better than the rest, 841—

814 BC 

Jehoahaz, bad, 814—798 BC 

Joash, bad, 798—782 BC 

Jeroboam II (overlap), bad, 793—753 BC 

Zechariah, bad, 753 BC 

Shallum, bad, 752 BC 

Menahem, bad, 752—742 BC 

Pekahiah, bad, 742—740 BC 

Pekah (overlap), bad, 752—732 BC 

Hoshea, bad, 732—722 BC 

Kings Of Judah 
Rehoboam, bad mostly, 933—916 BC 

Abijah, bad mostly, 915—913 BC 

Asa, GOOD, 912—872 BC 

Jehoshaphat (overlap), GOOD, 874—850 BC 

Jehoram/Joram, bad, 850—843 BC 

Ahaziah, bad, 843 BC 

Athaliah (queen), devilish, 843—837 BC 

Joash/Jehoash, good mostly, 843—803 BC 

Amaziah, good mostly, 803—775 BC 

Uzziah/Azariah (overlap), GOOD mostly, 

787—735 BC 

Jotham (overlap), GOOD, 749—734 BC 

Ahaz, wicked, 741—726 BC 

Hezekiah, THE BEST, 726—697 BC 

Manasseh, the worst, 697—642 BC 

Amon, the worst, 641—640 BC 

Josiah, THE BEST, 639—608 BC 

Jehoahaz, bad, 608 BC 

Jehoiakim, wicked, 608—597 BC 

Jehoiachin, bad, 597 BC 

Zedekiah, bad, 597—586 BC 



2 When the LORD began to speak by 
Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea: 

“Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry 
And children of harlotry, 

For the land has committed great harlotry 
By departing from the LORD.” 

NKJV 



3 So he went and took Gomer the 
daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived 

and bore him a son.  
NKJV 



4 Then the LORD said to him: 
“Call his name Jezreel, 

For in a little while 
I will avenge the bloodshed of Jezreel on 

the house of Jehu, 
And bring an end to the kingdom of the 

house of Israel. 



5 It shall come to pass in that day 
That I will break the bow of Israel in the 

Valley of Jezreel.” 
NKJV 



God visited the bloodshed of Jezreel on 

the house of Jehu because, in the final 

analysis, his dynasty’s rule was little better 

than that of Jeroboam I or of Ahab and 

Jezebel.  
Garrett, D. A. (1997). Hosea, Joel (Vol. 19A, p. 57). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers.  



6 And she conceived again and bore a 
daughter. Then God said to him: 

“Call her name Lo-Ruhamah, 
For I will no longer have mercy on the 

house of Israel, 
But I will utterly take them away. 

NKJV 



The little girl was the text of Hosea’s sermons. 

The people heard that terrible name and no doubt 

whispered to one another, “Hosea’s wife is 

unfaithful; he must doubt that this child is his. He 

has rejected the poor thing!” and Hosea could 

respond something like: “Do you trouble yourself 

over Lo-Ruhamah? I tell you, you are Lo-

Ruhamah! Yahweh has turned his back on you!” 

He would be like Nathan with David: “You are the 

man!” (2 Sam 12:7).  
Garrett, D. A. (1997). Hosea, Joel (Vol. 19A, p. 60). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



7 Yet I will have mercy on the house of 
Judah, 

Will save them by the LORD their God, 
And will not save them by bow, 

Nor by sword or battle, 
By horses or horsemen.” 

NKJV 



8 Now when she had weaned Lo-
Ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. 

9 Then God said: 
“Call his name Lo-Ammi, 

For you are not My people, 
And I will not be your God. 

NKJV 



Jezreel -  “God scatters.” 

Lo-Ruhamah - “no Father’s mercy.” 

Lo-Ammi -  “Not mine or not my people.”   



10 “Yet the number of the children of 
Israel Shall be as the sand of the sea, 

Which cannot be measured or numbered. 
And it shall come to pass In the place 

where it was said to them, ‘You are not 
My people,’There it shall be said to them, 
‘You are sons of the living God.’ NKJV 



11 Then the children of Judah and the 
children of Israel 

Shall be gathered together, 
And appoint for themselves one head; 
And they shall come up out of the land, 

For great will be the day of Jezreel! 
NKJV 



Chapter 2 
Say to your brethren, ‘My people,’ And 

to your sisters, ‘Mercy is shown.’ 
NKJV 



2 “Bring charges against your mother, 
bring charges; 

For she is not My wife, nor am I her 
Husband! 

Let her put away her harlotries from her 
sight, 

And her adulteries from between her 
breasts;              NKJV 



3 Lest I strip her naked 
And expose her, as in the day she was 
born, And make her like a wilderness, 

And set her like a dry land, 
And slay her with thirst. 

4 “I will not have mercy on her children, 
For they are the children of harlotry. 



5 For their mother has played the 
harlot; She who conceived them has 

behaved shamefully. 
For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, 
Who give me my bread and my water, 

My wool and my linen, 
My oil and my drink.’ 

NKJV 



In contemporary terms we might say the 

people of Hosea’s time were the “Generation 

X” of Israelite history. They had lost all 

connection with what it meant to be the 

keepers of the covenant. Their “mother” had 

taught them nothing but greed, immorality, and 

idolatry. Yahweh looked at this misbegotten 

generation and in effect declared them to be 

Baal’s offspring and not his.  
Garrett, D. A. (1997). Hosea, Joel (Vol. 19A, p. 79). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



6“Therefore, behold, I will hedge up your 
way with thorns, And wall her in, So that 

she cannot find her paths. 7She will chase 
her lovers, But not overtake them; Yes, 

she will seek them, but not find them. 
Then she will say, ‘I will go and return to 
my first husband, For then it was better 

for me than now.’ NKJV 



8 For she did not know 
That I gave her grain, new wine, and oil, 

And multiplied her silver and gold— 
Which they prepared for Baal. 

NKJV 



9 “Therefore I will return and take 
away 

My grain in its time 
And My new wine in its season, 

And will take back My wool and My linen, 
Given to cover her nakedness. 



10 Now I will uncover her lewdness in 
the sight of her lovers, 

And no one shall deliver her from My 
hand.11I will also cause all her mirth to 

cease, Her feast days, Her New Moons, 
Her Sabbaths—All her appointed 

feasts. 



12 “And I will destroy her vines and her 
fig trees, 

Of which she has said, 
‘These are my wages that my lovers have 

given me.’ 
So I will make them a forest, 

And the beasts of the field shall eat them. 



13 I will punish her 
For the days of the Baals to which she 

burned incense. 
She decked herself with her earrings and 

jewelry, 
And went after her lovers; 

But Me she forgot,” says the LORD. 
NKJV 



14 “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, 
Will bring her into the wilderness, 

And speak comfort to her. 
NKJV 



15 I will give her her vineyards from 
there, 

And the Valley of Achor as a door of 
hope; She shall sing there, 

As in the days of her youth, 
As in the day when she came up from the 

land of Egypt. NKJV 



16 “And it shall be, in that day,” 
Says the LORD, 

“That you will call Me ‘My Husband,’ 
(ı ̂s ̌ı ̂,) And no longer call Me ‘My Master,’ 
(ba‛ ăľi,) 17For I will take from her mouth 

the names of the Baals, 
And they shall be remembered by their 

name no more.    NKJV 



18 In that day I will make a covenant for 
them With the beasts of the field, With 

the birds of the air, And with the creeping 
things of the ground. 

Bow and sword of battle I will shatter 
from the earth, 

To make them lie down safely. 



19 “I will betroth you to Me forever; 
Yes, I will betroth you to Me 
In righteousness and justice, 
In lovingkindness and mercy; 

20 I will betroth you to Me in 
faithfulness, 

And you shall know the LORD. 
NKJV 



21 “It shall come to pass in that day 
That I will answer,” says the LORD; 

“I will answer the heavens, 
And they shall answer the earth. 

22 The earth shall answer With grain, 
With new wine, 

And with oil; They shall answer Jezreel. 



23 Then I will sow her for Myself in the 
earth, 

And I will have mercy on her who had not 
obtained mercy; Then I will say to those 
who were not My people, ‘You are My 

people!’ 
And they shall say, ‘You are my God!’ ” 

NKJV 




