




Hebrews 5
11 of whom we have much to say, and 

hard to explain, since you have 

become dull of hearing.

NKJV





“I know how this passage has made the 

heart of many a good man tremble. It 

rises up in the New Testament with a 

gloomy grandeur, stern, awful, sublime as 

Mount Sinai when the Lord descended 

upon it in fire, and threatening storm 

clouds were around Him, and thunderings 

and lightnings and unearthly voices told 

that He was there.” 

Dr. R. W. Dale



Hebrews 6

Therefore, leaving the 

discussion of the elementary 

principles of Christ, let us go on 

to perfection, not laying again 

the foundation of repentance 

from dead works and of faith 

toward God, 



2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of 

laying on of hands, of 

resurrection of the dead, and of 

eternal judgment. 3 And this we 

will do if God permits. 



4 For it is impossible for 

those who were once 

enlightened, and have tasted 

the heavenly gift, and have 

become partakers of the Holy 

Spirit, 



5 and have tasted the good 

word of God and the powers 

of the age to come, 6 if they fall 

away, to renew them again to 

repentance, since they crucify 

again for themselves the Son 

of God, and put Him to an 

open shame. 



7 For the earth which drinks 

in the rain that often comes 

upon it, and bears herbs useful 

for those by whom it is 

cultivated, receives blessing 

from God; 



8 but if it bears thorns and 

briers, it is rejected and near 

to being cursed, whose end is

to be burned. 9 But, beloved, 

we are confident of better 

things concerning you, yes, 

things that accompany 

salvation, though we speak in 

this manner. NKJV



We come to this passage ourselves 

with the intention to read it with 

the simplicity of a child, and whatever 

we find therein to state it; and if it 

may not seem to agree with 

something we have hitherto held, we 

are prepared to cast away every 

doctrine of our own, rather than one 

passage of Scripture.” 

C.H. Spurgeon



“We had better far be inconsistent 

with ourselves than with the 

inspired Word. I have been called 

an Arminian Calvinist or a 

Calvinistic Arminian, and I am quite 

content so long as I can keep close 

to my Bible.” 

C.H. Spurgeon



Maintaining a Bible-centered 

balance in these difficult issues is 

of great importance. We do believe 

in the perseverance of the saints 

(true believers), but are deeply 

concerned about sinful lifestyles 

and rebellious hearts among those 

who call themselves "Christians."



We don't have all the answers to 

these matters, but we desire to be 

faithful to the Lord and His word. If 

we find ourselves basing our view 

of salvation on the performance 

and attitudes of people we become 

discouraged and concerned. 
Calvinism, Arminianism & The Word of God: A Calvary 

Chapel Perspective by Chuck Smith



Hebrews 6

Therefore, leaving the discussion of the 

elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to 

perfection, not laying again the foundation of 

repentance from dead works and of faith toward 

God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on 

of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of 

eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do if God 

permits. NKJV



repentance 

from dead 

works, doctrine 

of baptisms, of 

laying on of 

hands, 

resurrection of 

the dead, 

eternal 

judgment



"When we consider the 'rudiments' one 

by one, it is remarkable how little in the 

list is distinctive of Christianity, for 

practically every item could have its 

place in a fairly orthodox Jewish 

community. . . . Each of them, indeed, 

acquires a new significance in a 

Christian context; but the impression we 

get is that existing Jewish beliefs and 

practices were used as a foundation on 

which to build Christian truth."F.F. Bruce



Hebrews 6
4 For it is impossible (adunatos) for those who 

were once enlightened, and have tasted the 

heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the 

Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of 

God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they 

fall away, to renew them again to repentance, 

since they crucify again for themselves the Son of 

God, and put Him to an open shame. NKJV



Hebrews 6
4 For it is impossible (adunatos) …6 if they fall 

away, to renew them again to repentance .... 

NKJV



Hebrews 6
4 For it is impossible for those who were 

• once enlightened, and have 

• tasted the heavenly gift, and have 

• become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have 

• tasted the good word of God and 

• the powers of the age to come,

NKJV



Matthew 7
22 Many will say to Me in that 

day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in Your name, cast out 

demons in Your name, and done 

many wonders in Your name?’ 
23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I 

never knew you; depart from Me, 

you who practice lawlessness!’ 

NKJV



We believe that nothing can separate 

us from the love of God in Jesus 

Christ our Lord (Romans 8:38-39), 

and that there is no condemnation to 

those who are in Jesus Christ 

(Romans 8:1). We believe that the 

promise of Jesus in John 10:27- 28 is 

clear: "My sheep hear My voice, and I 

know them, and they follow Me. 



And I give unto them eternal life; and 

they shall never perish, neither shall 

any man pluck them out of My hand." 

Jesus said in John 6:37, "him that 

cometh to Me I will in no wise cast 

out." We have this assurance in 

Philippians 1:6 "Being confident of this 

very thing, that He who hath begun a 

good work in you will perform it until 

the day of Jesus Christ."



We believe that the Holy Spirit has 

sealed us unto the day of 

redemption (Ephesians 1:13-14; 

4:30). But we also are deeply 

concerned over the words of Jesus in 

Matthew 7:21-23…Apparently there 

are many who claim to be believers 

that in fact are not. 
Calvinism, Arminianism & The Word of God: A Calvary 

Chapel Perspective by Chuck Smith



• Passionate evangelists (Matt 23:15)

• Impressively prayed (Matt 23:14)

• Made rigorous religious commitments (Matt 

23:16)

• Strictly and carefully tithed (Matt 23:23)

• Honored religious traditions (Matt 23:29-31)

• Practiced fasting regularly (Luke 18:12)

• Yet Jesus called them sons of Hell (Matt 

23:15)



Luke 18
18 Now a certain ruler asked Him, 

saying, “Good Teacher, what 

shall I do to inherit eternal life?”
19 So Jesus said to him, “Why do 

you call Me good? No one is

good but One, that is, God. 



20 You know the commandments: 

‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not 

murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not 

bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your 

father and your mother.’ ”
21 And he said, “All these things I 

have kept from my youth.”



22 So when Jesus heard these 

things, He said to him, “You still 

lack one thing. Sell all that you 

have and distribute to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow Me.” 
23 But when he heard this, he 

became very sorrowful, for he 

was very rich. NKJV



Hebrews 6
4 For it is impossible…6 if they fall 

away, to renew them again to 

repentance, since they crucify 

again for themselves the Son of 

God, and put Him to an open 

shame.

NKJV



The writer to the Hebrews means 

that if they retreat back to Judaism, 

all the religious “repentance” in the 

world will do them no good. 

Retreating from distinctive 

Christianity into the “safe” ideas and 

customs of their former religious 

experience is to forsake Jesus, and 

to essentially crucify Him again. 



This is especially true for these 

ancient Christians from a Jewish 

background, since the religious 

customs they took up again likely 

included animal sacrifice for 

atonement, denying the total work of 

Jesus for them on the cross. 

Pastor David Guzik



John 15
5 “I am the vine, you are the 

branches. He who abides in Me, 

and I in him, bears much fruit; for 

without Me you can do nothing. 6 If 

anyone does not abide in Me, he is 

cast out as a branch and is 

withered; and they gather them 

and throw them into the fire, and 

they are burned. NKJV



Hebrews 6

7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that 

often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful 

for those by whom it is cultivated, receives 

blessing from God; 8 but if it bears thorns and 

briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, 

whose end is to be burned.

NKJV



Mathew 7
16 You will know them by their 

fruits. Do men gather grapes from 

thornbushes or figs from thistles? 
17 Even so, every good tree bears 

good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 

fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear 

bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear 

good fruit. 



19 Every tree that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 20 Therefore by their 

fruits you will know them.

NKJV



Hebrews 6

9 But, beloved, we are confident of better 

things concerning you, yes, things that 

accompany salvation, though we speak in 

this manner.

NKJV




