






Hebrews 5

For every high priest taken from among 

men is appointed for men in things 

pertaining to God, that he may offer 

both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He 

can have compassion on those who 

are ignorant and going astray, since he 

himself is also subject to weakness. 



3 Because of this he is required as for 

the people, so also for himself, to offer 

sacrifices for sins. 4 And no man takes 

this honor to himself, but he who is 

called by God, just as Aaron was.



A Priest Forever
5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself 

to become High Priest, but it was He 

who said to Him:

“You are My Son,

Today I have begotten You.”



6 As He also says in another place:

“You are a priest forever according to 

the order of Melchizedek”; 7 who, in the 

days of His flesh, when He had offered 

up prayers and supplications, with 

vehement cries and tears to Him who 

was able to save Him from death, and 

was heard because of His godly fear, 



8 though He was a Son, yet He learned 

obedience by the things which He 

suffered. 9 And having been perfected, 

He became the author of eternal 

salvation to all who obey Him, 10 called 

by God as High Priest “according to the 

order of Melchizedek,”



11 of whom we have much to say, and 

hard to explain, since you have 

become dull of hearing.

NKJV



Hebrews 5

For every high priest taken from among 

men is appointed for men in things 

pertaining to God, that he may offer 

both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
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The High Priest



Hebrews 5 
2 He can have compassion  on those 

who are ignorant and going astray, 

since he himself is also subject to 

weakness. 3 Because of this he is 

required as for the people, so also for 

himself, to offer sacrifices for sins.

NKJV



Exodus 32
24 And I said to them, ‘Whoever has any 

gold, let them break it off.’ So they gave 

it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and 

this calf came out.”

NKJV



The High Priest

Breast Plate

Shoulder Stones



Hebrews 5 
4 And no man takes this honor to 

himself, but he who is called by God, 

just as Aaron was.

NKJV



• Every priest came from the line of Levi, one of 

the 12 tribes of Israel. Levi had three sons: 

Gershon, Kohath and Merari. Each of these 

family lines had their own duties. 

• The family of Gershon had care of the 

tabernacle’s veil, fence, and curtains (Numbers 

3:25-26). 

• The family of Kohath had care of the 

tabernacle’s furnishings, such as the 

lampstand, altar of incense, and the Ark of the 

Covenant (Numbers 3:31-32). 



• The family of Merari had care of the boards 

and pillars of the tabernacle and the fence 

(Numbers 3:36-37). 

• The priesthood itself came through Aaron, the 

brother of Moses, of the family of Kohath. 

• Aaron’s family and their descendants made up 

the priests and the high priest, those able to 

serve in the tabernacle itself and to offer 

sacrifice to God. 



• The high priest was generally the eldest son of 

Aaron, except if they disqualified themselves 

by sin (as Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10:1-3) 

or according to the regulations of Leviticus 21. 

• In this sense, the priesthood was not popularly 

elected but chosen by God. Man did not 

appoint the high priest.



John 14
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through Me.

NKJV



Hebrews 5
5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself 

to become High Priest, but it was He 

who said to Him: “You are My Son,

Today I have begotten You.”



Hebrews 5 
6 As He also says in another place:

“You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek”;
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Psalm 110
4The LORD has sworn

And will not relent,

“You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek.”

NKJV



Genesis 14
18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem 

brought out bread and wine; he was the 

priest of God Most High. 19 And he 

blessed him and said:

“Blessed be Abram of God Most High,

Possessor of heaven and earth;



20 And blessed be God Most High,

Who has delivered your enemies into 

your hand.”

And he gave him a tithe of all.  

NKJV



PONTIFEX MAXIMUS
Greatest High Priest

Literally: Highest Bridge-maker 
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Hebrews 5
7 who, in the days of His flesh, when He 

had offered up prayers and 

supplications, with vehement cries and 

tears to Him who was able to save Him 

from death,… 

NKJV



Hebrews 5 
7 …and was heard because of His 

godly fear, 8 though He was a Son, yet

He learned obedience by the things 

which He suffered. 

NKJV



“But there is something here that I do not 

understand—I am frank to admit it. “Though he 

were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the 

things which he suffered.” Why did the Son of 

God need to learn obedience by suffering? And 

why did He need to be made perfect when He 

already was perfect? I stand here in the 

presence of a mystery, a mystery that I cannot 

fathom. 



I know only that God got something out of the 

death of Christ that has made heaven more 

wonderful and has added something to heaven 

where everything is perfection and that the Son 

of God has learned something!” 
McGee, J. Vernon, Thru the Bible with J. Vernon McGee, (Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson Publishers) 2000, c1981.



“That there is an element of mystery in all this 

need not be denied, but it is no greater than 

that found in Luke’s words: “Jesus grew in 

wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 

men” (Luke 2:52). In a real sense not fully 

comprehensible, the Incarnation gave the 

already infinitely wise and perfect Son of God 

the experiential acquisition of knowledge about 

the human condition. 



Suffering thus became a reality that He tasted 

and from it He can sympathize deeply with His 

followers.”
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testament Copyright 1983, 

SP Publications, Inc. All rights reserved Electronic Edition STEP Files 

Copyright © 1997, Parsons Technology, Inc., PO Box 100, Hiawatha, 

Iowa. All rights reserved



Luke 23
39 Then one of the criminals who were 

hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If 

You are the Christ, save Yourself and 

us.” 40 But the other, answering, 

rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even 

fear God, seeing you are under the 

same condemnation? 



41 And we indeed justly, for we receive 

the due reward of our deeds; but this 

Man has done nothing wrong.”

NKJV



Hebrews 5 
9 And having been perfected, He 

became the author of eternal salvation

to all who obey Him, 10 called by God 

as High Priest “according to the order 

of Melchizedek,”
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Hebrews 5 
11 of whom we have much to say, and 

hard to explain, since you have 

become dull of hearing.

NKJV



Jeremiah 6
10To whom shall I speak and give 

warning, that they may hear?

Indeed their ear is uncircumcised,

And they cannot give heed.

Behold, the word of the LORD is a 

reproach to them;

They have no delight in it. NKJV



Acts 7
51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised 

in heart and ears! You always resist the 

Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do

you. 

NKJV



Proverbs 28
9One who turns away his ear from 

hearing the law, 

Even his prayer is an abomination.

NKJV




