
 
Ezekiel 38-39 - NOTES 

 Chapter 38 – Gog Of the Land of Magog  
Some think this attack on Israel should be identified with the attack of Gog and Magog at the end 
of Christ’s millennial reign (Rev. 20:7-9), but this identification has several flaws: (1) The results 
of Ezekiel’s battle. do not coincide with the events that follow the battle in Revelation 20. Why 
bury the dead for seven months after the battle (Ezek. 39:12-13) when the next prophetic event is 
the resurrection of the unsaved dead? (Rev. 20:11-13) Why would the people remain on earth 
after the battle to burn the weapons of war for seven years (Ezek. 39:9-10) instead of entering 
immediately into eternity? (Rev. 21:1-4) The events after each battle are so different that two 
separate battles must be assumed (see comments on Rev. 20:7-9). (2) The effect on the people 
is different. In Ezekiel the battle is the catalyst God will use to draw Israel to Himself (cf. Ezek. 
39:7, 22-29) and to end her captivity. But the battle in Revelation 20 will occur after Israel has 
been faithful to her God and has enjoyed His blessings for 1,000 years. (The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: Old Testament © 1985, SP Publications, Inc.Electronic Edition STEP Files Copyright © 1997, 
Parsons Technology, Inc., PO Box 100, Hiawatha, Iowa. All rights reserved). 

1 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, 
set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the prince of 
Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him – See 

Genesis 10.  Josephus and other historians tell us that Magog was 
the ancient Scythians who settled north of the Caucuses which is that 
area of Russia today. Archaeological studies have revealed that the 
Scythians lived in most of Western Siberia. Gesenius points out that 
Meshech was the barbarous people known as the Moschi who dwelt 
in the Moschian Mountains. In his writings he also linked the Moschi 
as the root from which the city of Moscow gets its name.  

5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, all of them with shield 
and helmet; 6 Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah 
from the far north and all its troops—many people are with you- 

Persia (Iran); Cush (Sudan, southern Egypt, and northern Ethiopia); 
Put (Libya, Algeria, Morocco, N. Africa); Gomer (Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and East Germany, the Slavic nations); Beth 
Togarmah (Turkey and the Baltic States). 

13 Sheba, Dedan, the merchants of Tarshish, and all their young 
lions will say to you, ‘Have you come to take plunder? Have you 
gathered your army to take booty, to carry away silver and gold, 
to take away livestock and goods, to take great plunder?- Sheba 

and Dedan (Saudi Arabia); Tarshish (Britain???). If that is true, then 
her villages would be the United States, Canada and Australia and 
they will all protest the invasion and get involved?  

Chapter 39 – The Clean Up  
2 and I will turn you around and lead you on, bringing you up from 

the far north, and bring you against the mountains of Israel - LXX 

version translates verse 2 “I will turn you around and leave a 6
th

 part 
of you.” 

15 The search party will pass through the land; and when anyone 
sees a man’s bone, he shall set up a marker by it, till the buriers 
have buried it in the Valley of Hamon Gog – Radiation??? 
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