


Chapter 21 
And the word of the LORD came to me, 

saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face 
toward Jerusalem, preach against the 
holy places, and prophesy against the 
land of Israel; 3 and say to the land of 

Israel, ‘Thus says the LORD: 



“Behold, I am against you, and I will draw 
My sword out of its sheath and cut off 

both righteous and wicked from you. 
4 Because I will cut off both righteous and 

wicked from you, therefore My sword 
shall go out of its sheath against all flesh 

from south to north,  



5 that all flesh may know that I, the LORD, 
have drawn My sword out of its sheath; it 

shall not return anymore.” ’ 
NKJV 



 6 Sigh therefore, son of man, with a 
breaking heart, and sigh with bitterness 
before their eyes. 7 And it shall be when 
they say to you, ‘Why are you sighing?’ 
that you shall answer, ‘Because of the 

news; when it comes, every heart will melt, 
all hands will be feeble, every spirit will 

faint, and all knees will be weak as water.  



Behold, it is coming and shall be brought 
to pass,’ says the Lord GOD.” 

NKJV 





8 Again the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 9 “Son of man, prophesy and 

say, ‘Thus says the LORD!’ Say: 
‘A sword, a sword is sharpened 

And also polished! 



10 Sharpened to make a dreadful 
slaughter, 

Polished to flash like lightning! 
Should we then make mirth? 

It despises the scepter of My son, 
As it does all wood. 



11 And He has given it to be polished, 
That it may be handled; 

This sword is sharpened, and it is 
polished 

To be given into the hand of the slayer.’ 



12 “Cry and wail, son of man; 
For it will be against My people, 
Against all the princes of Israel. 

Terrors including the sword will be 
against My people; 

Therefore strike your thigh. 



13 “Because it is a testing, 
And what if the sword despises even the 

scepter? 
The scepter shall be no more,” says the 

Lord GOD. 
NKJV 



14 “You therefore, son of man, 
prophesy, 

And strike your hands together. 
The third time let the sword do double 

damage. It is the sword that slays, 
The sword that slays the great men, 
That enters their private chambers. 

NKJV 



15 I have set the point of the sword 
against all their gates, 

That the heart may melt and many may 
stumble. 

Ah! It is made bright; 
It is grasped for slaughter: 



16 “Swords at the ready! 
Thrust right! 

Set your blade! 
Thrust left— Wherever your edge is 

ordered! 
17 “I also will beat My fists together, 

And I will cause My fury to rest; 
I, the LORD, have spoken.” 



18 The word of the LORD came to me 
again, saying: 19 “And son of man, appoint 
for yourself two ways for the sword of the 
king of Babylon to go; both of them shall 
go from the same land. Make a sign; put it 

at the head of the road to the city.  



20 Appoint a road for the sword to go to 
Rabbah of the Ammonites, and to Judah, 
into fortified Jerusalem. 21 For the king of 

Babylon stands at the parting of the 
road, at the fork of the two roads, to use 

divination: he shakes the arrows, he 
consults the images, he looks at the liver. 

NKJV 



22 In his right hand is the divination for 
Jerusalem: to set up battering rams, to 
call for a slaughter, to lift the voice with 

shouting, to set battering rams against the 
gates, to heap up a siege mound, and to 

build a wall.  



23 And it will be to them like a false 
divination in the eyes of those who have 
sworn oaths with them; but he will bring 
their iniquity to remembrance, that they 

may be taken. 



24 “Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 
‘Because you have made your iniquity to 

be remembered, in that your 
transgressions are uncovered, so that in 

all your doings your sins appear—because 
you have come to remembrance, you shall 

be taken in hand. 
NKJV 



25 ‘Now to you, O profane, wicked prince 
of Israel, whose day has come, whose 

iniquity shall end, 26 thus says the Lord 
GOD: “Remove the turban, and take off 
the crown; Nothing shall remain the same. 
Exalt the humble, and humble the exalted. 

NKJV 



27 Overthrown, overthrown, 
I will make it overthrown! 

It shall be no longer, 
Until He comes whose right it is, 

And I will give it to Him.” ’ 
NKJV 



Genesis 49 
The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 

Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
Until Shiloh comes; 

And to Him shall be the obedience of the 
people.  
NKJV 



The Scepter Departed 
• Herod Archelaus was replaced by a Roman 

procurator named Caponius. 

• The legal power of the Sanhedrin was 

restricted and capital punishment was lost 

around 7-8 A.D. This was normal Roman 

policy: 

Josephus, Antiquities Bk. 20 Ch. 9 

The Jerusalem Talmud, Sanhedrin, folio 24    



• When the members of the Sanhedrin heard 

this, they marched through Jerusalem in 

sackcloth and ashes and cried out:  

–“Woe unto us for the scepter has departed 

from Judah and the Messiah has not come!” 

The Babylonian Talmud, Chapter 4, folio 37  

• They actually thought the Word of God had 

failed! They didn’t know that Jesus was 

growing up in Nazareth!    



28 “And you, son of man, prophesy and 
say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD 
concerning the Ammonites and 

concerning their reproach,’ and say: 
‘A sword, a sword is drawn, 

Polished for slaughter, 
For consuming, for flashing— 

NKJV 



Proverbs 24 

17Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, 
And do not let your heart be glad when 

he stumbles; 
18Lest the LORD see it, and it displease 

Him, 
And He turn away His wrath from him. 

NKJV 



 29 While they see false visions for you, 
While they divine a lie to you, 

To bring you on the necks of the wicked, 
the slain 

Whose day has come, 
Whose iniquity shall end. 



 30 ‘Return it to its sheath. 
I will judge you 

In the place where you were created, 
In the land of your nativity. 



31 I will pour out My indignation on you; 
I will blow against you with the fire of My 

wrath, 
And deliver you into the hands of brutal 

men who are skillful to destroy. 



32 You shall be fuel for the fire; 
Your blood shall be in the midst of the 

land. 
You shall not be remembered, 

For I the LORD have spoken.’ ” 
NKJV 



Chapter 22 
Moreover the word of the LORD came to 

me, saying, 2 “Now, son of man, will you 
judge, will you judge the bloody city? Yes, 

show her all her abominations!  



3 Then say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: 
“The city sheds blood in her own midst, 
that her time may come; and she makes 

idols within herself to defile herself. 4 You 
have become guilty by the blood which 

you have shed, and have defiled yourself 
with the idols which you have made.  



You have caused your days to draw near, 
and have come to the end of your years; 
therefore I have made you a reproach to 

the nations, and a mockery to all 
countries. 5 Those near and those far 

from you will mock you as infamous and 
full of tumult. 

NKJV 



6 “Look, the princes of Israel: each one 
has used his power to shed blood in you. 

7 In you they have made light of father and 
mother; in your midst they have 

oppressed the stranger; in you they have 
mistreated the fatherless and the widow. 
8 You have despised My holy things and 

profaned My Sabbaths. NKJV 



 9 In you are men who slander to cause 
bloodshed; in you are those who eat on 
the mountains; in your midst they commit 

lewdness. 10 In you men uncover their 
fathers’ nakedness; in you they violate 
women who are set apart during their 

impurity.  



11 One commits abomination with his 
neighbor’s wife; another lewdly defiles his 

daughter-in-law; and another in you 
violates his sister, his father’s daughter. 

12 In you they take bribes to shed blood; 
you take usury and increase; you have 

made profit from your neighbors by 
extortion, and have forgotten Me,” says 

the Lord GOD. NKJV 



Why Women Have Abortions:  

The reasons they gave in 2004 

• 25% Not ready for a(nother) child/timing is 

wrong 

• 23% Can't afford a baby now 

• 19% Have completed my childbearing/have 

other people depending on me/children are 

grown 

• 8% Don't want to be a single mother/am having 

relationship problems 



• 7% Don't feel mature enough to raise 

a(nother) child/feel too young 

• 4% Would interfere with education or 

career plans 

• 4% Physical problem with my health 

• 3% Possible problems affecting the 

health of the fetus 

• <0.5% Was a victim of rape 



• <0.5% Husband or partner wants me to 

have an abortion 

• <0.5% Parents want me to have an 

abortion 

• <0.5% Don't want people to know I had 

sex or got pregnant 

• 6% Other  
(Statistics taken from: Reasons U.S. Women Have Abortions: 

Quantitative and Qualitative Perspectives, by Lawrence B. Finer et al. 

published by the Guttmacher Institute, 2004 ) 



13 “Behold, therefore, I beat My fists at 
the dishonest profit which you have made, 

and at the bloodshed which has been in 
your midst. 14 Can your heart endure, or 

can your hands remain strong, in the days 
when I shall deal with you? I, the LORD, 

have spoken, and will do it.  



15 I will scatter you among the nations, 
disperse you throughout the countries, 
and remove your filthiness completely 

from you. 16 You shall defile yourself in 
the sight of the nations; then you shall 

know that I am the LORD.” ’ ” 
NKJV 



17 The word of the LORD came to me, 
saying, 18 “Son of man, the house of 

Israel has become dross to Me; they are 
all bronze, tin, iron, and lead, in the midst 

of a furnace; they have become dross 
from silver.  



19 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 
‘Because you have all become dross, 

therefore behold, I will gather you into the 
midst of Jerusalem. 20 As men gather silver, 
bronze, iron, lead, and tin into the midst of a 
furnace, to blow fire on it, to melt it; so I will 

gather you in My anger and in My fury, and 
I will leave you there and melt you.  



21 Yes, I will gather you and blow on you 
with the fire of My wrath, and you shall be 
melted in its midst. 22 As silver is melted in 

the midst of a furnace, so shall you be 
melted in its midst; then you shall know 
that I, the LORD, have poured out My 

fury on you.’ ”  
NKJV 



23 And the word of the LORD came to me, 
saying, 24 “Son of man, say to her: ‘You are 

a land that is not cleansed or rained on in 
the day of indignation.’ 25 The conspiracy 
of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring 

lion tearing the prey; they have devoured 
people; they have taken treasure and 
precious things; they have made many 

widows in her midst.  



26 Her priests have violated My law and 
profaned My holy things; they have not 

distinguished between the holy and 
unholy, nor have they made known the 

difference between the unclean and the 
clean; and they have hidden their eyes 

from My Sabbaths, so that I am 
profaned among them.  



27 Her princes in her midst are like wolves 
tearing the prey, to shed blood, to 

destroy people, and to get dishonest 
gain. 28 Her prophets plastered them with 
untempered mortar, seeing false visions, 
and divining lies for them, saying, ‘Thus 
says the Lord GOD,’ when the LORD 

had not spoken.  



29 The people of the land have used 
oppressions, committed robbery, and 

mistreated the poor and needy; and they 
wrongfully oppress the stranger.  

NKJV 



Do you believe in the physical Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ?  

51% of Methodists said no.  

35% of United Presbyterian said no.  

30% of the Episcopal church said no.  

33% of American Baptists said no.  



Do you believe in the virgin birth of Jesus 

Christ? 

60% of Methodists said no.  

49% of United Presbyterian said no.  

44% of the Episcopal church said no.  

34% of American Baptists said no. And  

19% of American Lutherans said no.  



In 2002, the Anglican Clergy was asked if 

Jesus was the only way to eternal life.  

50% said no.  



Do you believe that the scriptures are the 

inspired and inerrant word of god in faith, 

history and secular matters:  

95% of Episcopalians said NO 

87% of Methodists said NO 

82% of Presbyterians said NO 

77% of American Lutherans said NO 



30 So I sought for a man among them who 
would make a wall, and stand in the gap 
before Me on behalf of the land, that I 

should not destroy it; but I found no one.  



31 Therefore I have poured out My 
indignation on them; I have consumed 

them with the fire of My wrath; and I have 
recompensed their deeds on their own 

heads,” says the Lord GOD. 
NKJV 






