


Chapter 8 
In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar 

a vision appeared to me—to me, Daniel—after 
the one that appeared to me the first time. 

NKJV 





2 I saw in the vision, and it so happened 
while I was looking, that I was in Shushan, 

the citadel, which is in the province of 
Elam; and I saw in the vision that I was by 

the River Ulai. 
NKJV 





3 Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and 
there, standing beside the river, was a ram 

which had two horns, and the two horns 
were high; but one was higher than the 
other, and the higher one came up last. 

NKJV 







4 I saw the ram pushing westward, 
northward, and southward, so that no 

animal could withstand him; nor was there 
any that could deliver from his hand, but 
he did according to his will and became 

great. 
NKJV 





5 And as I was considering, suddenly a 
male goat came from the west, across the 

surface of the whole earth, without 
touching the ground; and the goat had a 

notable horn between his eyes.  
NKJV 







Daniel 8 

20 The ram which you saw, having the two 
horns—they are the kings of Media and 

Persia. 21 And the male goat is the 
kingdom of Greece. The large horn that 

is between its eyes is the first king. 
NKJV 



6 Then he came to the ram that had two 
horns, which I had seen standing beside 

the river, and ran at him with furious 
power.  



7 And I saw him confronting the ram; he 
was moved with rage against him, attacked 
the ram, and broke his two horns. There 
was no power in the ram to withstand him, 
but he cast him down to the ground and 
trampled him; and there was no one that 

could deliver the ram from his hand. 
NKJV 







8 Therefore the male goat grew very 
great; but when he became strong, the 

large horn was broken, and in place of it 
four notable ones came up toward the 

four winds of heaven. 
NKJV 



Daniel 8:8 



Daniel 8 
22 As for the broken horn and the four 

that stood up in its place, four kingdoms 
shall arise out of that nation, but not with 

its power. 
NKJV 



9 And out of one of them came a little 
horn which grew exceedingly great toward 

the south, toward the east, and toward 
the Glorious Land.  

NKJV 







Daniel 8 
17 So he came near where I stood, and 

when he came I was afraid and fell on my 
face; but he said to me, “Understand, son 
of man, that the vision refers to the time of 

the end.” 
NKJV 



Leupold explains: “King Antiochus is seen to be a 

kind of Old Testament antichrist like unto the great 

Antichrist; the overthrow and the defilement of the 

sanctuary shall correspond to similar experiences 

of the church; the suffering of the holy people 

corresponds to suffering in the last great 

tribulation. When this is borne in mind, the chapter 

loses its isolation from present-day events and is 

seen to be typical in a very definite sense.”  
Miller, S. R. (1994). Daniel (Vol. 18, p. 232). Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers. 



10 And it grew up to the host of heaven; 
and it cast down some of the host and 
some of the stars to the ground, and 

trampled them. 
NKJV 



11 He even exalted himself as high as the 
Prince of the host; and by him the daily 

sacrifices were taken away, and the place 
of His sanctuary was cast down. 

12 Because of transgression, an army was 
given over to the horn to oppose the daily 
sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the 
ground. He did all this and prospered. 

NKJV 



• Identified himself with Jupiter or (Zeus) and wanted to 

be worshipped universally (cf. 8:25; 11:36).  

• In reaction to the Jewish resistance to his policies, he 

attacked Jerusalem on a Sabbath and erected an idol 

to Zeus in the holy of holies (168 B.C.) which was an 

idol to himself basically.  

• He then desecrated the holy altar by slaughtering 

pigs on the altar of the temple. And he forced the 

High Priests to drink the blood of the pigs.  

• Was responsible for killing over 40,000 Jews that day.  



46,000 foot soldiers were on parade, among them 

a Macedonian phalanx of 20,000 men and 500 

mercenaries equipped with Roman arms, followed 

by 8,500 horsemen and 306 armored elephants. 

Encyclopedia Britannica  



Matthew 24 
15 “Therefore when you see the 

‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy 

place” (whoever reads, let him 
understand), 16 “then let those who are in 

Judea flee to the mountains. 
NKJV 



2Thessalonians 2 
3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for 

that Day will not come unless the falling 
away comes first, and the man of sin is 
revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who 

opposes and exalts himself above all that is 
called God or that is worshiped, so that he 
sits as God in the temple of God, showing 

himself that he is God. NKJV 



13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and 
another holy one said to that certain one 

who was speaking, “How long will the 
vision be, concerning the daily sacrifices 
and the transgression of desolation, the 

giving of both the sanctuary and the host 
to be trampled underfoot?” 



14 And he said to me, “For two thousand 
three hundred days; then the sanctuary 

shall be cleansed.” 
NKJV 



• Hanukkah is one of the few holidays that is not 

instituted in the Torah. It commemorates a post-

biblical event: the victory of the Maccabees over the 

Syrian-Greek rulers of Jerusalem and the subsequent 

rededication of the Temple in 164 BC. 

• Chanukah is the Jewish eight-day, wintertime “festival 

of lights,” celebrated with a nightly menorah lighting, 

special prayers and fried foods. 

• The Hebrew word Chanukah means “dedication,” and 

is thus named because it celebrates the rededication 

of the Holy Temple.  



15 Then it happened, when I, Daniel, had 
seen the vision and was seeking the 
meaning, that suddenly there stood 

before me one having the appearance of a 
man. 16 And I heard a man’s voice between 

the banks of the Ulai, who called, and 
said, “Gabriel, make this man understand 

the vision.” 



17 So he came near where I stood, and 
when he came I was afraid and fell on my 

face; but he said to me, “Understand, son 
of man, that the vision refers to the time of 

the end.” 
NKJV 



18 Now, as he was speaking with me, I was 
in a deep sleep with my face to the 

ground; but he touched me, and stood me 
upright. 19 And he said, “Look, I am 

making known to you what shall happen in 
the latter time of the indignation; for at 

the appointed time the end shall be. 
NKJV 



20 The ram which you saw, having the two 
horns—they are the kings of Media and 

Persia. 21 And the male goat is the kingdom 
of Greece. The large horn that is between 

its eyes is the first king. 22 As for the broken 
horn and the four that stood up in its place, 
four kingdoms shall arise out of that nation, 

but not with its power. 



23 “And in the latter time of their 
kingdom, 

When the transgressors have reached 
their fullness, 

A king shall arise, 
Having fierce features, 

Who understands sinister schemes. 



24 His power shall be mighty, but not by 
his own power; 

He shall destroy fearfully, 
And shall prosper and thrive; 

He shall destroy the mighty, and also the 
holy people. 

NKJV 



25 “Through his cunning 
He shall cause deceit to prosper under 
his rule; And he shall exalt himself in his 

heart. He shall destroy many in their 
prosperity. He shall even rise against the 
Prince of princes; But he shall be broken 

without human means. 
NKJV 



26 “And the vision of the evenings and 
mornings 

Which was told is true; 
Therefore seal up the vision, 

For it refers to many days in the future.” 
NKJV 



• Antiochus (8:9) and Antichrist (7:8) are symbolized by 

horns that were “little” or “small” at the beginning. 

Representing both kings as little horns supports the 

idea that one king prefigures the other. 

• Antiochus was “a stern-faced king” (8:23), and Antichrist 

will have an “imposing” look (7:20). Both of these 

descriptions imply cruelty and harshness. 

• Antiochus was “a master of intrigue” (8:23), and the 

brilliance of the Antichrist is suggested by the “eyes” of 

the horn (7:8, 20). The ability to offer seemingly correct 

solutions to the world’s perplexing problems may be 

one factor that will catapult Antichrist to power. 



• Antiochus had great power (8:24); Antichrist will have 

greater power (cf. 11:39; 2 Thess 2:9; Rev 13:7–8). 

Yet 8:24 says that it was not Antiochus’s “own power.” 

His power was that of Satan, who controlled him, and 

this satanic inspiration was the reason he attempted 

to destroy God’s people, the Jews. Antichrist also will 

be energized by Satan (cf. 2 Thess 2:9; Rev 13:2), 

and this is one reason he will attack God’s people as 

well. 

• Antiochus destroyed thousands (8:24); Antichrist will 

destroy more (Rev 13:15; 16:13–16). 



• Antiochus prospered for a short while (8:24), 

and Antichrist will prosper for a brief time 

(11:36; Rev 17:12). 

•  Antiochus persecuted the saints (8:24); 

Antichrist also will oppress believers (7:21, 25; 

Rev 13:7). 

• 8. Antiochus was a deceiver (8:25); Antichrist 

will be the master deceiver (2 Thess 2:9; Rev 

13:4, 14; 19:20). 



• Antiochus was proud (8:25). He called himself 

Epiphanes (“the illustrious one” or “God 

manifest”), although the Jews called him 

Epimanes (“madman”). Antichrist, however, 

will be one of the most arrogant individuals the 

world has ever known (7:8, 11, 20, 25; 2 Thess 

2:4; Rev 13:5). 



• Antiochus blasphemed God (8:25); Antichrist 

will blaspheme God (7:25; 11:36; 2 Thess 2:4; 

Rev 13:5–6). 

• Antiochus was not killed by human hand 

(8:25), nor will be the Antichrist (2 Thess 2:8; 

Rev 19:19–20).  
Miller, S. R. (1994). Daniel (Vol. 18, pp. 237–238). Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers. 



27 And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for 
days; afterward I arose and went about 
the king’s business. I was astonished by 

the vision, but no one understood it. 
NKJV 




