
 
Ch. 8 - NOTES 

 Chapter 8 - Medo-Persia & Greece   

2 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision 

appeared to me—to me, Daniel—after the one that appeared to 
me the first time – Capital of Persia – (cf. Es. 1:2). (Neh. 1:1). 

3 Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and there, standing beside the 
river, was a ram which had two horns, and the two horns were 
high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher one 
came up last – The Ram is Medo-Persia with Persia being the 

longer. 
5 And as I was considering, suddenly a male goat came from the 

west, across the surface of the whole earth, without touching the 
ground; and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes – The 

goat was the Grecian Empire. (cf. Daniel 8:20) 
8 Therefore the male goat grew very great; but when he became 

strong, the large horn was broken, and in place of it four notable 
ones came up toward the four winds of heaven – Alexander the 

Great  
9 And out of one of them came a little horn which grew 

exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and toward 
the Glorious Land - This “little horn” (8:23) is Antiochus IV 

Epiphanies the eighth king of the Seleucid or Syrian dynasty (1Macc. 
1:10, 6:16) He is a foreshadow of the Antichrist.  

11 He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host; and by 
him the daily sacrifices were taken away, and the place of His 
sanctuary was cast down - Antiochus identified himself with Jupiter 

or (Zeus) and wanted to be worshipped universally (cf. 8:25; 11:36). 
In reaction to the Jewish resistance to his policies, he attacked 
Jerusalem on a Sabbath and erected an idol to Zeus in the holy of 
holies (168 B.C.). He then desecrated the holy altar by slaughtering 
pigs on the altar (See Rev 13).Jesus said:                                                                                               
Matthew 24:15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of 

desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy 
place” (whoever reads, let him understand), 16 “then let those who 
are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
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