
 
NOTES 

  Chapter 5 – Belshazzar’s Number Is Up! 
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his 

lords, and drank wine in the presence of the thousand –This 

Banquet hall: 56 x 173 which has been discovered by 
archeologists. Belshazzar’s name means “Bel has protected the 
king” (Bel is another name for the god Marduk).  

6 Then the king’s countenance changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints of his hips were loosened 
and his knees knocked against each other – “Then

 
the king’s 

countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so 
that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one 
against another” KJV. He was scared! 

25 “And this is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN–  numbered; numbered; weighed; divided.  

26 This is the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has 
numbered your kingdom, and finished it – His number is up! 

27 TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances, and found 
wanting; – He is a lightweight!  

28 PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the 
Medes and Persians.” - Peres is the singular for parsin Daniel 

intended a play on words because a change in the vowels in 

p
e
rēs gives the word “Persian” (Pa ̄ras). Josephus, the Jewish 

historian tells us that Daniel (who lived at least until the third year 
of Cyrus) presented Cyrus with the writings of Isaiah (Josephus, 
Antiq. XI, i.2) that includes a letter addressed to Cyrus by name. 
See Isaiah 44:27-45:3.  
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