




Chapter 4 
Nebuchadnezzar the king, 

To all peoples, nations, and languages 
that dwell in all the earth: 

Peace be multiplied to you. 



2 I thought it good to declare the signs 
and wonders that the Most High God 

has worked for me. 
3 How great are His signs, 
And how mighty His wonders! 

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
And His dominion is from generation to 

generation.  NKJV 



4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my 
house, and flourishing in my palace. 5 I saw 

a dream which made me afraid, and the 
thoughts on my bed and the visions of my 

head troubled me.  
 NKJV 



6 Therefore I issued a decree to bring in 
all the wise men of Babylon before me, 
that they might make known to me the 

interpretation of the dream. 7 Then the 
magicians, the astrologers, the 

Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came in, 
and I told them the dream; but they did 

not make known to me its interpretation.  
NKJV 



8 But at last Daniel came before me (his 
name is Belteshazzar, according to the 

name of my god; in him is the Spirit of the 
Holy God), and I told the dream before 

him, saying: 
NKJV 



9 “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, 
because I know that the Spirit of the 

Holy God is in you, and no secret 
troubles you, explain to me the visions of 

my dream that I have seen, and its 
interpretation. 

NKJV 



10 These were the visions of my head 
while on my bed: 

I was looking, and behold, 
A tree in the midst of the earth, 

And its height was great. 



11 The tree grew and became strong; 
Its height reached to the heavens, 

And it could be seen to the ends of all 
the earth. 

12 Its leaves were lovely, 
Its fruit abundant, 

And in it was food for all. 



The beasts of the field found shade 
under it, 

The birds of the heavens dwelt in its 
branches, 

And all flesh was fed from it. 
13 “I saw in the visions of my head while 

on my bed, and there was a watcher, a 
holy one, coming down from heaven.  



14 He cried aloud and said thus: 
‘Chop down the tree and cut off its 

branches, 
Strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. 

Let the beasts get out from under it, 
And the birds from its branches. 



15 Nevertheless leave the stump and 
roots in the earth, 

Bound with a band of iron and bronze, 
In the tender grass of the field. 

Let it be wet with the dew of heaven, 
And let him graze with the beasts 

On the grass of the earth. 



16 Let his heart be changed from that 
of a man, 

Let him be given the heart of a beast, 
And let seven times pass over him. 

17 ‘This decision is by the decree of 
the watchers, And the sentence by the 

word of the holy ones, 



In order that the living may know 
That the Most High rules in the kingdom 

of men, 
Gives it to whomever He will, 

And sets over it the lowest of men.’ 
NKJV 



Psalm 139 
7Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or 

where can I flee from Your presence? 8 If I 
ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make 

my bed in hell, behold, You are there. 9If I 
take the wings of the morning, And dwell in 

the uttermost parts of the sea, 10Even there 
Your hand shall lead me, And Your right 

hand shall hold me. 



11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall 
fall on me,” Even the night shall be light 

about me; 12Indeed, the darkness shall not 
hide from You, But the night shines as 
the day; The darkness and the light are 

both alike to You. 
NKJV 



18“This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, 
have seen. Now you, Belteshazzar, 

declare its interpretation, since all the 
wise men of my kingdom are not able to 

make known to me the interpretation; but 
you are able, for the Spirit of the Holy 

God is in you.” 



19 Then Daniel, whose name was 
Belteshazzar, was astonished for a time, 

and his thoughts troubled him. So the 
king spoke, and said, “Belteshazzar, do 

not let the dream or its interpretation 
trouble you.” Belteshazzar answered and 

said, “My lord, may the dream concern 
those who hate you, and its interpretation 

concern your enemies! NKJV 



20 “The tree that you saw, which grew 
and became strong, whose height reached 

to the heavens and which could be seen 
by all the earth, 21 whose leaves were 

lovely and its fruit abundant, in which was 
food for all, under which the beasts of the 

field dwelt, and in whose branches the 
birds of the heaven had their home—  



22 it is you, O king, who have grown and 
become strong; for your greatness has 
grown and reaches to the heavens, and 
your dominion to the end of the earth. 

NKJV 



23 “And inasmuch as the king saw a 
watcher, a holy one, coming down from 

heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree 
and destroy it, but leave its stump and 

roots in the earth, bound with a band of 
iron and bronze in the tender grass of the 
field; let it be wet with the dew of heaven, 
and let him graze with the beasts of the 

field, till seven times pass over him’;  



24 this is the interpretation, O king, and 
this is the decree of the Most High, which 
has come upon my lord the king: 25 They 

shall drive you from men, your dwelling 
shall be with the beasts of the field, and 
they shall make you eat grass like oxen.  



They shall wet you with the dew of 
heaven, and seven times shall pass over 
you, till you know that the Most High 

rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to 
whomever He chooses. 



26 “And inasmuch as they gave the 
command to leave the stump and roots of 
the tree, your kingdom shall be assured to 
you, after you come to know that Heaven 
rules. 27 Therefore, O king, let my advice 
be acceptable to you; break off your sins 
by being righteous, and your iniquities by 

showing mercy to the poor.  



Perhaps there may be a lengthening of 
your prosperity.” 28All this came upon 

King Nebuchadnezzar.  
NKJV 



Jeremiah 9 
23 Thus says the LORD: 

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
Let not the mighty man glory in his might, 

Nor let the rich man glory in his riches; 



24 But let him who glories glory in this, 
That he understands and knows Me, 

That I am the LORD, exercising 
lovingkindness, judgment, and 

righteousness in the earth. 
For in these I delight,” says the LORD. 

NKJV 



29 At the end of the twelve months he was 
walking about the royal palace of 

Babylon. 30 The king spoke, saying, “Is 
not this great Babylon, that I have built 
for a royal dwelling by my mighty power 

and for the honor of my majesty?” 
NKJV 









“Nebuchadnezzar, king 

of Babylon, who 

provides for (the 

temples) Esagila and 

Ezida, the eldest son 

of Nabopolassar, king 

of Babylon, am I”. 



“I built a strong wall that cannot 

be shaken with bitumen and 

baked bricks… I laid its 

foundation on the breast of the 

netherworld, and I built its top as 

high as a mountain…  The 

fortifications of Esagila and 

Babylon I strengthened and 

established the name of my reign 

forever.”” 

 Cuneiform Cylinder - The Metropolitan 

Museum of Art (MET) in New York City 













“These were elevated gardens, high enough to 

be seen beyond the city walls. They boasted 

many different kinds of plants and palm trees. 

Ingenious hoists had been contrived by which 

to raise water to the high terraces from the 

Euphrates River.”  
Wood quoted by Miller, S. R. (1994). Daniel (Vol. 18, p. 141). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



30 The king spoke, saying, “Is not this 
great Babylon, that I have built for a 

royal dwelling by my mighty power and for 
the honor of my majesty?” 31 While the 

word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice 
fell from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, 

to you it is spoken: the kingdom has 
departed from you!  



32 And they shall drive you from men, and 
your dwelling shall be with the beasts of 
the field. They shall make you eat grass 
like oxen; and seven times shall pass over 
you, until you know that the Most High 

rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to 
whomever He chooses.” 



33 That very hour the word was fulfilled 
concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was 

driven from men and ate grass like oxen; 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven 

till his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers 
and his nails like birds’ claws. 

NKJV 



“Josephus attributes to the Babylonian 

historian, Berosus, a definite reference 

concerning a strange malady suffered by 

Nebuchadnezzar before his death”  
Daniel, the Man Greatly Beloved, and His Prophecies, p. 54).  



Abydenus, a Greek historian, wrote in 268 B.C. 

that Nebuchadnezzar was “possessed by some 

god” and that he had “immediately disappeared.” 

(Wood) 



34 And at the end of the time I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to 

heaven, and my understanding returned to 
me; and I blessed the Most High and 

praised and honored Him who lives 
forever: For His dominion is an 

everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is 
from generation to generation. 



35 All the inhabitants of the earth are 
reputed as nothing; 

He does according to His will in the army 
of heaven 

And among the inhabitants of the earth. 
No one can restrain His hand 

Or say to Him, “What have You done?” 



36 At the same time my reason returned 
to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my 

honor and splendor returned to me. My 
counselors and nobles resorted to me, I 

was restored to my kingdom, and excellent 
majesty was added to me.  



37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and 
extol and honor the King of heaven, all of 

whose works are truth, and His ways 
justice. And those who walk in pride He 

is able to put down. 
NKJV 



Nebuchadnezzar certainly had an encounter with the 

living God, and his praise seems sincere. Was this 

experience equivalent to salvation, or did it fall short 

of saving faith? Wood, Young, Luck, Rushdoony, and 

Walvoord believe that the king had a genuine 

salvation experience; but others, including Calvin, 

Keil, Pusey, and Archer, think that the king’s faith fell 

short. One cannot be dogmatic, but the language of 

the text suggests that Nebuchadnezzar did in fact 

have a saving encounter with the true God.  
Miller, S. R. (1994). Daniel (Vol. 18, p. 144). Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers. 



There seems to be prophetic significance in this 

incident as well as in the one in chapter 3. Even 

though God has appointed Gentiles to a place 

of prominence in His program during the times 

of the Gentiles, yet most nations and people 

walk in rebellion against God. This attitude is 

graphically described in Psalm 2:1–3. God will 

deal with the nations to humble them and bring 

them into subjection to Himself.  



One purpose of the Tribulation, which will 

immediately precede Christ’s second 

coming, will be to humble the nations and 

bring them to the point of subjection to 

Christ’s authority. At the conclusion of God’s 

judgments, described in Revelation 6–19, 

Jesus Christ, the victorious Rider on the 

white horse, will descend from heaven and 

smite the nations.  



Then an angel will announce that “the kingdom of 

the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and 

of His Christ and He will reign forever and ever” 

(Rev. 11:15). God’s judgment on Nebuchadnezzar, 

designed to subject him to God’s authority, seems 

to prefigure God’s judgment on the nations to 

subject them to the authority of the One who has 

been given the right to rule.  
Pentecost, J. D. (1985). Daniel. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures 

(Vol. 1, p. 1344). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 




