
 
NOTES 

Chapter 4 – Nebuchadnezzar Humbled   

12 The tree grew and became strong; Its height reached to the 
heavens, And it could be seen to the ends of all the earth - In 

Scripture, a tree represents several things. In psalm 1, the man who 
delights in the law of God is like a tree planted by streams of water.  
(Ps. 1:3; see also Jer. 17:8; Isa. 56:3). Also a tree can represent a 
nation (see Ezek. 31:3–14; Matt. 24:32–33). The olive tree represents 
both Israel and the Gentiles (see Rom. 11:16–24). Here it is 
Nebuchadnezzar.  

17 This decision is by the decree of the watchers, And the sentence 
by the word of the holy ones  - these messengers are God’s Holy 

Ones, created angelic beings who watch over the affairs of men. Cf. 
Psalm 139:7-12. 

27 Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you; break off 
your sins by being righteous, and your iniquities by showing 
mercy to the poor - Pride is one of the things God hates. 

33 That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning 
Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like 
oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had 
grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws - 

Lycanthropy: (Greek: lykos, “wolf”; anthropos, “Man”). Also known as 
boanthropy, the delusion that one is an bovine or an ox. Dr. Philip R. 
Newell has this note from Albert Barnes, “Josephus attributes to the 
Babylonian historian, Berosus, a definite reference concerning a 
strange malady suffered by Nebuchadnezzar before his death” 
(Daniel, the Man Greatly Beloved, and His Prophecies, p. 54).  

 Abydenus, a Greek historian, wrote in 268 B.C. that Nebuchadnezzar 
was “possessed by some god” and that he had “immediately 
disappeared.” (Wood) 
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