
 
NOTES 

 Chapter 3 – The Empire Strikes Back 
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose 

height was sixty cubits and its width six cubits. He set it up 
in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon - The 

Septuagint (LXX) adds that this event occurred in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s 18th year (587), one year before the fall of 
Jerusalem (cf. 2 Kings 25:8). 

14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, “Is it true, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve 
my gods or worship the gold image which I have set up? -

clay prism found in Babylon, now on display at the Istanbul 
Museum: lists grouped by titles: Ha-nu-nu, Chief of the Royal 
Merchants, a variation of Hananiah, or Shadrach; Mushal-
emarduk: (less marduk) = Meshach. Ardi-nabu, Secretary to the 
Crown Prince; an alternative form of Abed-Nego. 

22 Therefore, because the king’s command was urgent, and the 
furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed those 
men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego - The 

furnace was probably constructed with an opening in the top, 
through which fuel could be fed, and an opening in the lower side 
from which ashes could be taken. (lit., “fell down to the middle 
of”). 

  

Nebuchadnezzar – Antichrist 

 Image of Gold – Abomination that causes desolation: 
Matthew 24:15, Rev 13 

 Single Enforced Religion – Rev 13, Rev 17  

 The Blazing Furnace -  Tribulation period.  

 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego - remnant of Israel, 
the 144,000 Jews, who will be preserved through the 
tribulation period. 

 The Fourth Man In the Furnace – Jesus Christ at his Second 

Coming.  

 Daniel - ????? 
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