
 
Daniel 1 - NOTES 

 
  Chapter 1 – Resolved To Not Be Defiled 

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it- In 605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar led 

Babylon against Egypt in the Battle of Carchemish. Egypt was 
defeated in May-June of that year. Then he turned to Palestine 
and attacked Jerusalem in September 605. Jehoiakim was 

placed on the throne of Judah by Pharaoh Neco to succeed his 
brother, Jehoahaz. Both of these evil men were sons of Josiah, 
the godly king who led in the last revival in Judah (see 2 Kings 
23:31–37). Jehoiachin came to the throne. He also rebelled 
against Nebuchadnezzar and sieged the city again. This is when 
Ezekiel the prophet was taken (see 2 Kings 24:6–16). Zedekiah, 
the uncle of Jehoiachin, was subsequently made king and also 
rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar.  

7 To them the chief of the eunuchs gave names: he gave 
Daniel the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to 
Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego.-                               
Daniel: “God is Judge”,                                                           
 Belteshazzar: “Prince Of Bel.”  

 Hananiah “Beloved of Yahweh”                        
 Shadrach: “Illumined by the Sun God.” 

 Mishael: “Who is Like God?”                                                 
   Meshach: “Who is like Shach” or The moon god. 

 Azariah: “Yahweh is my help”                                                
 Abednego:  “Servant of Nego”. (Nego was the son of Bel and 
was the Babylonian god of writing and vegetation).  

8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself with the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the 
wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of 
the eunuchs that he might not defile himself– Food sacrificed 

to idols. See Exodus 34:15 
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