Ch. 10 – Behind The Scenes Notes
Chapter 10 – Behind The Scenes
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to
Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar. The message was true,
but the appointed time was long; and he understood the message, and
had understanding of the vision - Cyrus’s third year would have been
536/535 B.C., two years after Gabriel’s appearance to Daniel in chap. 9.
By this time, the first wave of exiles had returned to Jerusalem under the
leadership of Ezra (Ezra 1-2).
2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full weeks - Back there in
Jerusalem, work on the temple was being opposed by the Samaritans and
the work had already been halted (cf. Ezra 4:5, 24).
4 Now on the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was by the side
of the great river, that is, the Tigris, 5 I lifted my eyes and looked, and
behold, a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was girded with
gold of Uphaz! 6 His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance
of lightning, his eyes like torches of fire, his arms and feet like
burnished bronze in color, and the sound of his words like the voice
of a multitude – An appearance of Jesus Christ in the O.T. (Theophany).
See Revelation 1:12-16. Passover takes place on the 14th of Nissan
followed by the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which lasted for seven days
(cf. Exod 12:14–18).
10 Suddenly, a hand touched me, which made me tremble on my knees
and on the palms of my hands – A different hand from verses 4-6.
Possibly Gabriel or another angel.
13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one
days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me,
for I had been left alone there with the kings of Persia – These are the
demonic forces behind the scenes. (See Isaiah 14:12-17 and Ezekiel
28:12-19 for a similar event involving Lucifer).
21 But I will tell you what is noted in the Scripture of Truth. (No one
upholds me against these, except Michael your prince – For more on
Michael see Jude:9; Revelation 12:7-9.
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