
 
Ch. 3-4 – Hear This Word 

  

Chapter 3 – God’s Charge Against Israel  

7 Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, Unless He reveals His 
secret to His servants the prophets – God always warns first. 

12 Thus says the LORD: “As a shepherd takes from the 
mouth of a lion Two legs or a piece of an ear, So shall 
the children of Israel be taken out Who dwell in 
Samaria— In the corner of a bed and on the edge of a 
couch - evidence to prove that a shepherd had not stolen or sold 

one of the sheep, but that it had been torn by a beast of prey (Ex. 
22:10-13; cf. Gen 31:39). 

Chapter 4 –  Cows Of Bashan  

1 Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the 
mountain of Samaria, Who oppress the poor, Who crush the 
needy, Who say to your husbands, “Bring wine, let us drink - 

Bashan, was east of the Sea of Galilee, was famous for its lush 
pastures and its well-fed cattle (Jer. 50:19; Micah 7:14), (Ezek. 
39:18; Ps. 22:12). The word for “husbands” is not one of the 
common Hebrew terms for husband, but a rare word meaning 
“master” or “lord” (cf. Gen. 18:12; Ps. 45:11). 

11 I overthrew some of you, As God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah, And you were like a firebrand plucked from the 
burning; Yet you have not returned to Me,” Says the LORD – 

cf. Revelation 16:19-21 See Deuteronomy 28 for the warning of 
these judgments. 
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1 Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the mountain of 
Samaria, Who oppress the poor, Who crush the needy, Who say to 
your husbands, “Bring wine, let us drink - Bashan, was east of the 

Sea of Galilee, was famous for its lush pastures and its well-fed cattle 
(Jer. 50:19; Micah 7:14), (Ezek. 39:18; Ps. 22:12). The word for 
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