






2Peter 3 
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 

in the night, in which the heavens will pass 

away with a great noise, and the elements 

will melt with fervent heat; both the earth 

and the works that are in it will be burned 

up.  



11 Therefore, since all these things will 

be dissolved, what manner of persons 

ought you to be in holy conduct and 

godliness, 12 looking for and hastening 

the coming of the day of God, because 

of which the heavens will be dissolved, 

being on fire, and the elements will melt 

with fervent heat?  



13 Nevertheless we, according to His 

promise, look for new heavens and a 

new earth in which righteousness 

dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, looking 

forward to these things, be diligent to 

be found by Him in peace, without spot 

and blameless;  



15 and consider that the longsuffering of our 

Lord is salvation—as also our beloved 

brother Paul, according to the wisdom given 

to him, has written to you, 16 as also in all his 

epistles, speaking in them of these things, in 

which are some things hard to understand, 

which untaught and unstable people twist to 

their own destruction, as they do also the 

rest of the Scriptures.  



17 You therefore, beloved, since you 

know this beforehand, beware lest you 

also fall from your own steadfastness, 

being led away with the error of the 

wicked; 18 but grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both 

now and forever. Amen. 

NKJV 



2Peter 3 
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a 

thief in the night,  

NKJV 

 



1Thessalonians 5 
2 For you yourselves know perfectly 

that the day of the Lord so comes as a 

thief in the night. 3 For when they say, 

“Peace and safety!” then sudden 

destruction comes upon them, as labor 

pains upon a pregnant woman. And 

they shall not escape.  



4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, 

so that this Day should overtake you as 

a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and 

sons of the day. We are not of the night 

nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not 

sleep, as others do, but let us watch 

and be sober. 

NKJV 



The image of the day coming like a thief is notable in 

Peter, for the readers are reminded to be ready. 

Circumstances may suggest that the day will not 

arrive. The false teachers may have scorned the 

notion of a sudden change in history. The day of the 

Lord, however, will arrive suddenly, and so no definite 

signs of its coming can be trumpeted. The signs that 

precede it, apparently, are ambiguous enough to lead 

to other conclusions. The teachers will be humiliated 

and judged when it comes, and Peter implored his 

readers to be ready.  
Schreiner, T. R. (2003). 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Vol. 37, p. 383). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



2Peter 3  
10…in which the heavens will pass 

away with a great noise, and the 

elements will melt with fervent heat; 

both the earth and the works that are in 

it will be burned up.  

NKJV 



Luke 21 
25“There will be signs in the sun, moon 

and stars. On the earth, nations will be 

in anguish and perplexity at the roaring 

and tossing of the sea.  

NKJV 



Revelation 20 
11Then I saw a great white throne and 

him who was seated on it. Earth and 

sky fled from his presence, and there 

was no place for them. 

NKJV 



All of the things that man boasts about—his 

great cities, his great buildings, his 

inventions, his achievements—will be 

destroyed in a moment of time. When 

sinners stand before the throne of God, they 

will have nothing to point to as evidence of 

their greatness. It will all be gone. 
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

466). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



2Peter 3 
11 Therefore, since all these things will 

be dissolved, what manner of persons 

ought you to be in holy conduct and 

godliness,  

NKJV 

 



2Peter 3  
12 looking for and hastening the coming 

of the day of God, because of which 

the heavens will be dissolved, being on 

fire, and the elements will melt with 

fervent heat?  

NKJV 



Godly lives are related to and grounded in 

eschatology. Those who disregard the future 

cosmos will not live well in the present one. 

Hence, believers live in a way that pleases 

God as they “look forward to” 

(prosdokōntos) and “speed” (speudontos) 

the coming of God’s day.  
Schreiner, T. R. (2003). 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Vol. 37, pp. 389–390). 

Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



The timing of the second advent is, to some 

degree, dependent upon the character of 

believers’ lives. How can we speed the day of 

God? Peter seems to suggest, by living in the 

light of the day of the Lord. Our life on earth as 

followers of Christ is not intended to be a 

passive waiting for the final events of prophecy. 

It is intended to be a time of active cooperation 

with God in the salvation of the world.  



In some mysterious way, not entirely explained 

by Scripture, as the character of Christians’ 

lives shines in the culture, it impacts the day of 

the Lord.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 143). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



Luke 12 

35 “Let your waist be girded and your 

lamps burning; 36 and you yourselves 

be like men who wait for their master, 

when he will return from the wedding, 

that when he comes and knocks they 

may open to him immediately.  



37 Blessed are those servants whom the 

master, when he comes, will find 

watching. Assuredly, I say to you that 

he will gird himself and have them sit 

down to eat, and will come and serve 

them. 38 And if he should come in the 

second watch, or come in the third 

watch, and find them so, blessed are 

those servants.  



39 But know this, that if the master of 

the house had known what hour the 

thief would come, he would have 

watched and not allowed his house to 

be broken into. 40 Therefore you also be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 

an hour you do not expect.” 

NKJV 



Romans 11 
25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you 

should be ignorant of this mystery, lest 

you should be wise in your own 

opinion, that blindness in part has 

happened to Israel until the fullness of 

the Gentiles has come in. 

NKJV 



2Peter 3  
13 Nevertheless we, according to His 

promise, look for new heavens and a 

new earth in which righteousness 

dwells. 

NKJV 



Isaiah 65 
17“For behold, I create new heavens 

and a new earth; And the former shall 

not be remembered or come to mind. 

NKJV 



Revelation 21 

Now I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away. Also there was 

no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the 

holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride adorned for her husband. 



 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven 

saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and He will dwell with 

them, and they shall be His people. 

God Himself will be with them and be 

their God.  



 4 And God will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes; there shall be no more 

death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 

shall be no more pain, for the former 

things have passed away.” 

NKJV 



2Peter 3  
14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward 

to these things, be diligent to be found 

by Him in peace, without spot and 

blameless;  

NKJV 



2Peter 3  
15 and consider that the longsuffering of 

our Lord is salvation—  

NKJV 



Philippians 1 
21 For to me, living means living for 

Christ, and dying is even better. 22 But if 

I live, I can do more fruitful work for 

Christ. So I really don’t know which is 

better.  



23 I’m torn between two desires: I long 

to go and be with Christ, which would 

be far better for me. 24 But for your 

sakes, it is better that I continue to live. 

NLT 



“We are puzzled at the longsuffering which causes 

so weary a delay. One of the reasons is that we 

have not much longsuffering ourselves. We think 

that we do well to be angry with the rebellious, and 

so we prove ourselves to be more like Jonah than 

Jesus. A few have learned to be patient and pitiful 

to the ungodly, but many more are of the mind of 

James and John, who would have called fire from 

heaven upon those who rejected the Savior. We 

are in such a hurry.”  
C.H. Spurgeon 



2Peter 3  
15…as also our beloved brother Paul, 

according to the wisdom given to him, has 

written to you, 16 as also in all his epistles, 

speaking in them of these things, in which 

are some things hard to understand, which 

untaught and unstable people twist to their 

own destruction, as they do also the rest of 

the Scriptures. NKJV 



1. Bible reading is down because people 

read it in fragments  

2. Bible reading is down because people 

read it a-historically  

3.  Bible reading is down because people 

read it in isolation 



2Peter 3 
17 You therefore, beloved, since you 

know this beforehand, beware lest you 

also fall from your own steadfastness, 

being led away with the error of the 

wicked; NKJV 

 



“Beloved … be mindful” (3:1–2). 

“Beloved, do not forget” (do not be ignorant) (3:8). 

“Beloved … be diligent” (3:14). 

“Beloved … beware” (3:17). 



2Peter 3  
18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be 

the glory both now and forever. Amen. 

NKJV 



“But you will remark that our text does not say 

anything about grace growing; it does not say that 

grace grows. It tells us to ‘grow in grace.’ There is a 

vast difference between grace growing and our 

growing in grace. God’s grace never increases; it is 

always infinite, so it cannot be more; it is always 

everlasting; it is always bottomless; it is always 

shoreless. It cannot be more; and, in the nature of 

God, it could not be less. The text tells us to ‘grow in 

grace.’ We are in the sea of God’s grace; we cannot 

be in a deeper sea, but let us grow now we are in it.” 

C.H Spurgeon 



We must grow “in grace.” … As we study His 

Word, we learn about the various aspects of grace 

that are available to us as children of God. We are 

stewards of “the manifold grace of God” (1 Peter 

4:10). There is grace for every situation and every 

challenge of life. “But by the grace of God I am 

what I am” wrote Paul (1 Cor. 15:10), and that 

should be our testimony as well. Growing in grace 

often means experiencing trials and even 

suffering. We never really experience the grace of 

God until we are at the end of our own resources.  



The lessons learned in the “school of grace” are 

always costly lessons, but they are worth it. To 

grow in grace means to become more like the 

Lord Jesus Christ, from whom we receive all the 

grace that we need (John 1:16). We must also 

grow in knowledge. How easy it is to grow in 

knowledge but not in grace! All of us know far 

more of the Bible than we really live. Knowledge 

without grace is a terrible weapon, and grace 

without knowledge can be very shallow.  



But when we combine grace and knowledge, 

we have a marvelous tool for building our lives 

and for building the church. But note that we 

are challenged to grow, not just in knowledge of 

the Bible, as good as that is, but “in the 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.” It is one thing to “know the Bible,” and 

quite another thing to know the Son of God, the 

central theme of the Bible.  



The better we know Christ through the Word, 

the more we grow in grace; the more we grow 

in grace, the better we understand the Word of 

God.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

470). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 




