






2Peter 2 
12 But these, like natural brute beasts made 

to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of 

the things they do not understand, and will 

utterly perish in their own corruption, 13 and 

will receive the wages of unrighteousness, 

as those who count it pleasure to carouse in 

the daytime.  



They are spots and blemishes, 

carousing in their own deceptions while 

they feast with you, 14 having eyes full 

of adultery and that cannot cease from 

sin, enticing unstable souls. They have 

a heart trained in covetous practices, 

and are accursed children.  



15 They have forsaken the right way and 

gone astray, following the way of 

Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the 

wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he 

was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb 

donkey speaking with a man’s voice 

restrained the madness of the prophet.  



17 These are wells without water, clouds 

carried by a tempest, for whom is 

reserved the blackness of darkness 

forever. 18 For when they speak great 

swelling words of emptiness, they allure 

through the lusts of the flesh, through 

lewdness, the ones who have actually 

escaped from those who live in error.  



19 While they promise them liberty, they 

themselves are slaves of corruption; for 

by whom a person is overcome, by him 

also he is brought into bondage.  



20 For if, after they have escaped the 

pollutions of the world through the 

knowledge of the Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 

in them and overcome, the latter end is 

worse for them than the beginning.  



21 For it would have been better for 

them not to have known the way of 

righteousness, than having known it, to 

turn from the holy commandment 

delivered to them.   



22 But it has happened to them 

according to the true proverb: “A dog 

returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, 

having washed, to her wallowing in the 

mire.”  

NKJV 



2Peter 2 
12 But these, like natural brute beasts 

made to be caught and destroyed, 

speak evil of the things they do not 

understand, and will utterly perish in 

their own corruption,  

NKJV 

 



Heresy  

Latin word is from Greek hairesis "a taking 

or choosing for oneself, a choice, a means 

of taking; a deliberate plan, purpose; 

philosophical sect, school," "to choose." 



2Peter 2  
13 and will receive the wages of 

unrighteousness, as those who count it 

pleasure to carouse in the daytime. 

NKJV 



2Peter 2  

 …They are spots and blemishes, 

carousing in their own deceptions while 

they feast with you, 14 having eyes full 

of adultery and that cannot cease from 

sin, enticing unstable (astēriktous) 

souls.  

NKJV 



Ezekiel 29 

 6“Then all the inhabitants of Egypt Shall 

know that I am the LORD, Because they 

have been a staff of reed to the house of 

Israel. 7When they took hold of you with 

the hand, You broke and tore all their 

shoulders; When they leaned on you, You 

broke and made all their backs quiver.” 

NKJV 



We live in a climate where heresy is embraced 

and proclaimed with the greatest of ease. I 

can’t think of any of these major heresies that I 

haven’t heard repeatedly and openly on 

national TV by so-called “evangelical 

preachers” such as Benny Hinn, Paul Crouch, 

and the like.  



Where our fathers saw these issues as matters 

of life and death, indeed of eternal life and 

death, we have so surrendered to relativism 

and pluralism that we simply don’t care about 

serious doctrinal error. We prefer peace to truth 

and accuse the orthodox of being divisive when 

they call a heretic a heretic. It is the heretic who 

divides the church and disrupts the unity of the 

body of Christ.  

R.C. Sproul 



anakrino -  "examine" or "judge closely."  

diakrino -  means "to separate out," "to 

investigate," or "to examine" make a 

distinction, discriminate, to oppose, strive 

with dispute, contend. 



Matthew 7 
24 Do not judge according to 

appearance, but judge with righteous 

judgment.” 

NKJV 



Matthew 7 
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come 

to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 

they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will 

know them by their fruits. 

NKJV 



Titus 1 
13 This testimony is true. Therefore 

rebuke them sharply, that they may be 

sound in the faith, 14 not giving heed to 

Jewish fables and commandments of 

men who turn from the truth. 

NKJV 









2Peter 2 
14…They have a heart                      

trained (gumnazō) in covetous 

practices, and are accursed children.  

NKJV 

 



Covetousness is the insatiable desire for 

more—more money, more power, more 

prestige. The covetous heart is never satisfied. 

This explains why the love of money is a root of 

all kinds of evil (1 Tim. 6:10), for when a person 

craves more money, he will commit any sin to 

satisfy that craving.  



He has already broken the first two of the Ten 

Commandments, because money is already his 

god and idol. It is then a simple step to break 

the others—to steal, lie, commit adultery, take 

God’s name in vain, and so on. No wonder 

Jesus warned, “Take heed and beware of 

covetousness” (Luke 12:15).  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

455). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



2Peter 2  
15 They have forsaken the right way and 

gone astray, following the way of 

Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the 

wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he 

was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb 

donkey speaking with a man’s voice 

restrained the madness of the prophet. 

NKJV  



Numbers 22 
22 Then God’s anger was aroused 

because he went, and the Angel of the 

LORD took His stand in the way as an 

adversary against him. And he was 

riding on his donkey, and his two 

servants were with him.  



23 Now the donkey saw the Angel of the 

LORD standing in the way with His 

drawn sword in His hand, and the 

donkey turned aside out of the way and 

went into the field. So Balaam struck 

the donkey to turn her back onto the 

road.  



24 Then the Angel of the LORD stood in 

a narrow path between the vineyards, 

with a wall on this side and a wall on 

that side. 25 And when the donkey saw 

the Angel of the LORD, she pushed 

herself against the wall and crushed 

Balaam’s foot against the wall; so he 

struck her again.  



26 Then the Angel of the LORD went 

further, and stood in a narrow place 

where there was no way to turn either 

to the right hand or to the left. 27 And 

when the donkey saw the Angel of the 

LORD, she lay down under Balaam; so 

Balaam’s anger was aroused, and he 

struck the donkey with his staff.  



28 Then the LORD opened the mouth of 

the donkey, and she said to Balaam, 

“What have I done to you, that you 

have struck me these three times?” 
29 And Balaam said to the donkey, 

“Because you have abused me. I wish 

there were a sword in my hand, for now 

I would kill you!” 



30 So the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I 

not your donkey on which you have 

ridden, ever since I became yours, to 

this day? Was I ever disposed to do 

this to you?” And he said, “No.” 



31 Then the LORD opened Balaam’s 

eyes, and he saw the Angel of the 

LORD standing in the way with His 

drawn sword in His hand; and he 

bowed his head and fell flat on his face. 
32 And the Angel of the LORD said to 

him, “Why have you struck your donkey 

these three times?  



Behold, I have come out to stand 

against you, because your way is 

perverse before Me. 33 The donkey saw 

Me and turned aside from Me these 

three times. If she had not turned aside 

from Me, surely I would also have killed 

you by now, and let her live.”  

NKJV 



False doctrine inevitably leads to false living, 

and false living then encourages false doctrine. 

The apostate must “adjust” God’s Word or 

change his way of life, and he is not about to 

change his lifestyle! So, wherever he goes, he 

secretly defiles people and makes it easier for 

them to sin. It is possible to go to a church 

fellowship and be defiled!  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

453). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



2Peter 2  
17 These are wells without water, clouds 

carried by a tempest, for whom is 

reserved the blackness of darkness 

forever.  

NKJV  



2Peter 2  
18 For when they speak great swelling 

words of emptiness, they allure through 

the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, 

the ones who have actually escaped 

from those who live in error.  

NKJV  



A true servant of God will lovingly tell people 

that they are lost sinners, under the wrath of a 

holy God, but the apostate minister will try to 

avoid “putting people on a guilt trip.” He will tell 

his listeners how good they are, how much God 

loves them and needs them and how easy it is 

to get into the family of God.  



In fact, he may tell them they are already in 

God’s family and just need to start living like it! 

The apostate avoids talking about repentance, 

because egotistical men do not want to repent.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

458). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

NKJV  



2Peter 2 
19 While they promise them liberty, they 

themselves are slaves of corruption; for 

by whom a person is overcome, by him 

also he is brought into bondage.  

NKJV 

 



Romans 6  

What shall we say then? Shall we 

continue in sin that grace may abound? 
2 Certainly not! How shall we who died 

to sin live any longer in it? 

NKJV 



 John 8 
 31To the Jews who had believed him, 

Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, 

you are really my disciples.   32Then 

you will know the truth, and the truth 

will set you free.”   



 33They answered him, “We are 

Abraham’s descendants  and have 

never been slaves of anyone. How can 

you say that we shall be set 

free?”   34Jesus replied, “I tell you the 

truth, everyone who sins is a slave to 

sin.    



35Now a slave has no permanent place 

in the family, but a son belongs to it 

forever.   36So if the Son sets you free, 

you will be free indeed. 

NKJV 



“The purpose of life, is not to find your 

freedom, but to find your master.”  

P.T. Forsyth 



Sinful tendencies do not disappear when a 

person reforms; they merely hibernate and 

get stronger. Holiness is not simply refusing 

to do evil things, for even unsaved people 

can practice self-control. True holiness is 

more than conquering temptation: it is 

conquering even the desire to disobey God.  



When my doctor told me to lose weight, he 

said, “I’ll tell you how to do it: learn to hate 

the things that aren’t good for you.” His 

advice worked!  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

459). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



2Peter 2  
20 For if, after they have escaped the 

pollutions of the world through the 

knowledge of the Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 

in them and overcome, the latter end is 

worse for them than the beginning.  



2Peter 2  
21 For it would have been better for 

them not to have known the way of 

righteousness, than having known it, to 

turn from the holy commandment 

delivered to them.  

NKJV 



Jude  
19 These are sensual persons, who 

cause divisions, not having the Spirit.       

NKJV 



1John 2 
19They went out from us, but they did 

not really belong to us. For if they had 

belonged to us, they would have 

remained with us; but their going 

showed that none of them belonged to 

us.  

NKJV 



2Peter 2  
22 But it has happened to them 

according to the true proverb: “A dog 

returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, 

having washed, to her wallowing in the 

mire.” 

NKJV 




