




Jeremiah 4 
3 For thus says the LORD to the men of 

Judah and Jerusalem: “Break up your 

fallow ground, And do not sow among 

thorns. 

NKJV 



Hosea 10 
12 Sow for yourselves righteousness; 

Reap in mercy; Break up your fallow 

ground, For it is time to seek the LORD, 

Till He comes and rains righteousness 

on you. 

NKJV 



2Peter 3 
18 but grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

Him be the glory both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 NKJV 



2Peter 1 

Simon Peter, a bondservant and 

apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who have obtained like 

precious faith with us by the 

righteousness of our God and Savior 

Jesus Christ: 



2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you 

in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 

our Lord, 3 as His divine power has 

given to us all things that pertain to life 

and godliness, through the knowledge 

of Him who called us by glory and 

virtue,  



4 by which have been given to us 

exceedingly great and precious 

promises, that through these you may 

be partakers of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in 

the world through lust. 



5 But also for this very reason, giving all 

diligence, add to your faith virtue, to 

virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-

control, to self-control perseverance, to 

perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness 

brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 

kindness love.  



8 For if these things are yours and 

abound, you will be neither barren nor 

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these 

things is shortsighted, even to 

blindness, and has forgotten that he 

was cleansed from his old sins. 



10 Therefore, brethren, be even more 

diligent to make your call and election 

sure, for if you do these things you will 

never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will 

be supplied to you abundantly into the 

everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  

NKJV 



2Peter 1  

Simon Peter, a bondservant (doulos) 

and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those 

who have obtained like precious faith 

with us by the righteousness of our 

God and Savior Jesus Christ: 

NKJV 

 



It literally reads “the righteousness of our God 

and Savior Jesus Christ” (dikaiosynē tou theou 

hēmōn kai sōtēros Iēsou Christou). The 

grammar clearly indicates that Jesus Christ is 

called “God” in this verse. The structure of the 

clause accords with the famous rule of G. 

Sharp, that when two singular nouns, which are 

not proper nouns, fall under the same article, 

they refer to the same entity.  



The phrase used here fits every part of this 

definition. If Peter wanted to distinguish Jesus 

Christ from the Father, he would have inserted 

an article before the noun “Savior.” The 

pronoun “our” also indicates that only one 

person is referred to here. Moreover, in four 

parallel texts “Lord and Savior” refers in every 

case to the same person, Jesus Christ (2 Pet 

1:11; 2:20; 3:2, 18).  
Schreiner, T. R. (2003). 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Vol. 37, p. 286). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



The expression God and our Savior is in a 

construction in the Greek text which 

demands that we translate, our God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, the expression thus 

showing that Jesus Christ is the Christian's 

God.  

Wuest 



"The grammar leaves little doubt that in 

these words Peter is calling Jesus Christ 

both God and Savior."  
Edwin A Blum, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, page 267 



2Peter 1  
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you 

in the knowledge (epignōsis) of God 

and of Jesus our Lord, 

NKJV  



Matthew 7 
 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 

shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 

does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many 

will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we 

not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons 

in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I 

never knew you; depart from Me, you who 

practice lawlessness!’ NKJV  



How does this knowledge come to you? Well, 

Peter won’t leave you in doubt; he won’t let you 

hang in midair. When he gets through with this 

epistle, you will know that the knowledge of 

Jesus Christ comes through a knowledge of the 

Word of God, the sure Word of God…Super 

knowledge. It is a knowledge which comes by 

the Holy Spirit’s taking the things of Christ and 

making them real to us.  



My friend, I believe that you can know Jesus 

Christ better than you can know your closest 

loved one. And you can tell Him things that you 

would not dare tell your closest loved one. The 

important thing is that to know Him is life 

eternal. 
 McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Epistles (2 

Peter) (electronic ed., Vol. 55, p. 18). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



2Peter 1  
3 as His divine power (dunamis) has 

given to us all things that pertain to life 

and godliness, through the knowledge 

of Him who called us by glory and 

virtue,  

NKJV 



The more we come to know Jesus Christ in 

a personal way, the more we begin to 

understand who he really is and what he has 

done for us. As we grow in this kind of 

understanding, we begin to appreciate his 

divine power that assists us in growing 

spiritually.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 109). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



2Peter 1  
4 by which have been given to us 

exceedingly great and precious 

promises, that through these you may 

be partakers of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in 

the world through lust. 

NKJV 



“Many things are great which are not precious, 

such as great rocks, which are of little value; on 

the other hand, many things are precious which 

are not great-such as diamonds and other 

jewels, which cannot be very great if they be 

very precious. But here we have promises 

which are so great, that they are not less than 

infinite, and so precious, that they are not less 

than divine.”  

C.H. Spurgeon 



2Peter 1  
4 by which have been given to us 

exceedingly great and precious 

promises, that through these you may 

be partakers of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in 

the world through lust. 

NKJV 



“Having escaped the corruption that is in the 

world through lust.” This in itself is a 

tremendous statement. A little later Peter will 

speak of the make–believers who have 

escaped the pollutions of the world. What a 

difference there is between escaping the 

pollutions of the world and escaping the 

corruption of the world.  



The corruption of the world is that which is 

within us. The pollution of the world is that 

which is on the outside. At the time I am writing 

this, a great deal is being said about the 

antipollution programs. The feeling is that if we 

clean up the environment, it will produce nicer 

people. Well, it won’t do a thing for the old 

nature, my friend.  



Religious people go through an antipollution 

program on Sundays. They participate in a little 

ritual, a little washing, a little of this and a little 

of that. My friend, you can be religious to your 

fingertips and still be as corrupt as anyone can 

possibly be. Some folk that you see on Sunday 

don’t look like the same folk when you see 

them on Monday. Why? Well, they have been 

through only an antipollution program on 

Sunday.  



If you are going to escape the corruption of the 

world, you will have to have a new nature. You 

will need to be a partaker of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in the 

world through lust.  
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Epistles (2 Peter) 

(electronic ed., Vol. 55, p. 21). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



Matthew 23 
25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of 

the cup and dish, but inside they are full of 

extortion and self-indulgence. 26 Blind 

Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup 

and dish, that the outside of them may be 

clean also. NKJV 



2Peter 1  
5 But also for this very reason, giving all 

diligence, add (choros) to your faith virtue, to 

virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to 

self-control perseverance, to perseverance 

godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness 

(Philadelphian), and to brotherly kindness    

love (agape). NKJV 

 



1. Virtue aretēn lit., “moral excellency,” or “virtue”. 

Down through the centuries, some English words 

have changed their meaning, and virtue is one of 

them. It goes beyond morality. It has with it the 

meaning of being courageous; To stand for that 

which is right and to stand up and be counted for 

God.  

2. Knowledge (gnōsin; cf. 2 Peter 1:2; 3:18) not 

intellectual pursuits, but spiritual knowledge 

which comes through the Holy Spirit and is 

focused on the person of Jesus Christ and Word 

of God.  



3. Self-control (enkrateian; used only two other times in 

the NT, in Acts 24:25; Gal. 5:23). This literally means 

“holding oneself in.” In other words, to have one’s 

passions under control.  

4. Perseverance (hypomenēn) Lit. means “staying 

under.” Refers to endurance under adversity, without 

giving in or giving up (cf. Rom. 5:3-4; 15:4-5; 2 Cor. 

1:6; 6:4; Col. 1:11; 1 Thes. 1:3; 2 Thes. 1:4; James 1:3).  

5. Godliness (eusebian, also used in 2 Peter 1:3 and 3:11 

and 10 times [in the Gr.] in the Pastoral Epistles) refers 

to reverence toward God. Eusebius was named after 

this Greek word. A dependence upon God and a life 

that is devoted to Him. 



6. Brotherly kindness (Philadelphian), a brotherly 

love for others (1 John 4:20). (1 Peter 1:22; 

cf. Rom. 12:10; 1 Thes. 4:9; Heb. 13:1).  

7. Love (agapēn) is desiring the highest good for 

others. This is the kind of love God exhibits toward 

sinners (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:9-11). 



2Peter 1  
8 For if these things are yours and 

abound, you will be neither barren nor 

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

NKJV 



2Peter 1  
9 For he who lacks these things is 

shortsighted, even to blindness, and 

has forgotten that he was cleansed 

from his old sins. 

NKJV 



2Peter 1  
10 Therefore, brethren, be even more 

diligent to make your call and election 

sure, for if you do these things you will 

never stumble;  

NKJV 



Philippians 3 
12 Not that I have already attained, or 

am already perfected; but I press on, 

that I may lay hold of that for which 

Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  



13 Brethren, I do not count myself to 

have apprehended; but one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are 

behind and reaching forward to those 

things which are ahead, 14 I press 

toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

NKJV 



2Peter 1  
11 for so an entrance will be supplied to 

you abundantly into the everlasting 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  

NKJV 




