






1Peter 5 

The elders who are among you I 

exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a 

witness of the sufferings of Christ, and 

also a partaker of the glory that will be 

revealed: 



2 Shepherd the flock of God which is 

among you, serving as overseers, not 

by compulsion but willingly, not for 

dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as 

being lords over those entrusted to you, 

but being examples to the flock; 4 and 

when the Chief Shepherd appears, you 

will receive the crown of glory that does 

not fade away. 



5 Likewise you younger people, submit 

yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of 

you be submissive to one another, and 

be clothed with humility, for 

“God resists the proud, 

But gives grace to the humble.” 



6 Therefore humble yourselves under 

the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your 

care upon Him, for He cares for you. 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil walks about like a 

roaring lion, seeking whom he may 

devour. 



 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, 

knowing that the same sufferings are 

experienced by your brotherhood in the 

world. 10 But may the God of all grace, 

who called us to His eternal glory by 

Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a 

while, perfect, establish, strengthen, 

and settle you.  



11 To Him be the glory and the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 
12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I 

consider him, I have written to you 

briefly, exhorting and testifying that this 

is the true grace of God in which you 

stand.  



13 She who is in Babylon, elect together 

with you, greets you; and so does Mark 

my son. 14 Greet one another with a 

kiss of love. 

Peace to you all who are in Christ 

Jesus. Amen.  

NKJV 



1Peter 5  

The elders (presbyteroi) who are 

among you I exhort, I who am a fellow 

elder and a witness (martys) of the 

sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker 

of the glory that will be revealed: NKJV 

 



1Peter 5  
2 Shepherd the flock of God which is 

among you, serving as                 

overseers (episkopeo), not by compulsion 

but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 

eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those 

entrusted to you, but being examples to 

the flock;  

NKJV 



“(They) had charge of the financial 

administration of the church … they were 

the counselors and administrators of the 

church. They oversee all the activities of the 

church and are defenders of the faith. They 

are also called rulers and teachers and were 

the paid leaders of the church”  
William Barclay, The Letters of James & Peter, Daily Study Bible 

[Toronto: G. R. Welch Co., 1976], p. 264.) 



Although Peter did not allude to the 

shepherd image in Psalm 23, the model 

presented there can be applied here. 

According to that psalm, the tasks of a 

shepherd are to lead (v. 2), to provide 

spiritual guidance and feeding (v. 3), to offer 

comfort (v. 4), strengthening (v. 5), and 

correction (v. 2).  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 89). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



1Peter 5  
4 and when the Chief Shepherd 

appears, you will receive the crown of 

glory that does not fade away 

(amarantinon). 

NKJV 





1Peter 5  
5 Likewise you younger people, submit 

yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be 

submissive to one another, and be clothed 

with humility, for 

“God resists the proud, 

But gives grace to the humble.” NKJV 

 



“Pride is one of the most detestable of sins; 

yet does it find lodgment in earnest souls, 

though we often speak of it by some lighter 

name. We call it – independence, self-

reliance…We are proud of our humility, vain 

of our meekness; and, putting on the 

saintliest look, we wonder whether all 

around are not admiring us for our 

lowliness.” (Meyer) 



Some church members believe they have a 

right to sabotage pastoral leadership, to speak 

critically of pastors, to slander them, to 

castigate them simply because they don’t like 

them or their leadership. God has not given the 

members of the flock this responsibility. When 

they take this upon themselves, they allow 

Satan to use them as his tool for division and 

destruction in the church.  



The message here is clear: when pastor-

shepherds lead their congregation with 

responsible and godly leadership and members 

of the flock resist this leadership, those 

members are in disobedience to the Lord and 

have opened the door for Satan.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 91). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



1. Conflict and criticism from church 

members. “I had no idea the number of critics 

would be so many. And some of them are really 

mean.” 

2. Members leaving the church. “It seems the 

more I invest in church members, the more 

likely they are to leave. It really hurts when they 

tell me they are going to another church that 

meets their needs better.” 



3. Family pressures. “I wish I could get it right 

with my family. I always feel tugged in so many 

directions at the church that I fear I am 

neglecting them.” 

4. Members who are resistant to change. 

“Every single change I try to lead is met with 

opposition. I mean it. Every single time.” 



5. Personal financial pressures. “We bought a 

six-year old car with over 75,000 miles on it. 

We’ve already had three church members 

complain that we are living extravagantly. No, 

we are barely paying our bills with the salary I 

get from the church.” 

6. The comparison factor. “I know I shouldn’t 

compare myself to other pastors, but it can hurt 

when they seem to do so well while I am 

struggling so much. My wife told me to stop 

looking at Facebook.” 



7. Church financial pressures. “Our budget 

receipts have declined to the point where we 

are barely paying our bills. We don’t have any 

funds for ministry, and we will probably have to 

lay off the part-time assistant at the church. I 

didn’t learn how to deal with these kinds of 

financial pressures at seminary.” 



8. Facility challenges. “Most of our facilities are 

old and in need of a lot of work. Our sanctuary 

is too big, and our foyer is too small. I am 

embarrassed when guests go into our 

restrooms. There is so much to do and not 

enough money. It’s depressing.” 



2Corinthians 11  

28 besides the other things, what comes 

upon me daily: my deep concern for all 

the churches. 

NKJV 



1Peter 5  
6 Therefore humble yourselves under 

the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your 

care upon Him, for He cares for you. 

NKJV 



Worry does not empty tomorrow of its 

sorrow; it empties today of its strength. 

—Corrie ten Boom 



1Peter 5  
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil (diabolos)  walks 

about like a roaring lion, seeking whom 

he may devour.  

NKJV 



“He can never be content till he sees the 

believer utterly devoured. He would rend him in 

pieces, and break his bones and utterly destroy 

him if he could. Do not, therefore, indulge the 

thought, that the main purpose of Satan is to 

make you miserable. He is pleased with that, 

but that is not his ultimate end.  



Sometimes he may even make you happy, for 

he hath dainty poisons sweet to the taste which 

he administers to God’s people. If he feels that 

our destruction can be more readily achieved 

by sweets than by bitters, he certainly would 

prefer that which would best effect his end.”  

C.H. Spurgeon 



1Peter 5  
9 Resist him, steadfast (stereos) in the 

faith, knowing that the same sufferings 

are experienced by your brotherhood in 

the world.  

NKJV 

 



1Peter 5  
10 But may the God of all grace, who 

called us to His eternal glory by Christ 

Jesus, after you have suffered a while, 

perfect, establish, strengthen, and 

settle you. 11 To Him be the glory and 

the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

NKJV 



1Peter 5  
12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I 

consider him, I have written to you 

briefly, exhorting and testifying that this 

is the true grace of God in which you 

stand.  

NKJV 



1Peter 5  
13 She who is in Babylon, elect together 

with you, greets you; and so does Mark 

my son.  

NKJV 



1Peter 5  
14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. 

Peace to you all who are in Christ 

Jesus. Amen.  

NKJV 






