






1Peter 4 
12 Beloved, do not think it strange 

concerning the fiery trial which is to try 

you, as though some strange thing 

happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the 

extent that you partake of Christ’s 

sufferings, that when His glory is 

revealed, you may also be glad with 

exceeding joy.  



14 If you are reproached for the name of 

Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests upon you. On 

their part He is blasphemed, but on 

your part He is glorified. 15 But let none 

of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an 

evildoer, or as a busybody in other 

people’s matters.  



16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, 

let him not be ashamed, but let him 

glorify God in this matter. 
17 For the time has come for judgment 

to begin at the house of God; and if it 

begins with us first, what will be the end 

of those who do not obey the gospel of 

God?  



18 Now 

“If the righteous one is scarcely saved, 

Where will the ungodly and the sinner 

appear?” 
19 Therefore let those who suffer 

according to the will of God commit 

their souls to Him in doing good, as to a 

faithful Creator. NKJV 



1Peter 4  
12 Beloved, do not think it strange 

concerning the fiery trial (pyrosis) which 

is to try you, as though some strange 

thing happened to you;  

NKJV 



Psalm 66 
10For You, O God, have tested us; You 

have refined us as silver is refined. 

NKJV 



This notion is standard in New 

Testament paraenesis, for God uses 

the trials of life to strengthen the 

character of believers and to make 

them fit for his presence (cf. Rom 5:3–

5; Jas 1:2–4).  
Schreiner, T. R. (2003). 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Vol. 37, p. 219). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



1Peter 4  
12 Beloved, do not think it strange 

concerning the fiery trial (pyrosis) which is 

to try you, as though some strange thing 

happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the 

extent that you partake of Christ’s 

sufferings, that when His glory is 

revealed, you may also be glad with 

exceeding joy. NKJV 



Philippians 1 
29 For to you it has been granted on 

behalf of Christ, not only to believe in 

Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 
30 having the same conflict which you 

saw in me and now hear is in me. 

NKJV 



John 16 
20 Most assuredly, I say to you that you 

will weep and lament, but the world will 

rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but 

your sorrow will be turned into joy.  



21 A woman, when she is in labor, has 

sorrow because her hour has come; 

but as soon as she has given birth to 

the child, she no longer remembers the 

anguish, for joy that a human being has 

been born into the world.  



22 Therefore you now have sorrow; but I 

will see you again and your heart will 

rejoice, and your joy no one will take 

from you. 

NKJV 



1Peter 4  
14 If you are reproached for the name of 

Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests upon you. On 

their part He is blasphemed, but on 

your part He is glorified.  

NKJV 



1Peter 1  
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a 

little while, if need be, you have been 

grieved by various trials, 7 that the 

genuineness of your faith, being much more 

precious than gold that perishes, though it is 

tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, 

and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
8 whom having not seen you love. NKJV 



2Corinthians 12 
7 And lest I should be exalted above 

measure by the abundance of the 

revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to 

me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest 

I be exalted above measure…10 Therefore I 

take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 

needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for 

Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong. NKJV 



1Peter 4  
15 But let none of you suffer as a 

murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a 

busybody in other people’s matters. 

NKJV 



1Peter 4  
16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, 

let him not be ashamed, but let him 

glorify God in this matter. 

NKJV 



You can tell your unsaved friends that you are 

Baptist, a Presbyterian, a Methodist, or even an 

agnostic, and there will be no opposition; but 

tell them you are a Christian—bring Christ’s 

name into the conversation—and things will 

start to happen. Our authority is in the name of 

Jesus, and Satan hates that name. Every time 

we are reproached for the name of Christ, we 

have the opportunity to bring glory to that 

name.  



The world may speak against His name, but we 

will so speak and live that His name will be 

honored and God will be pleased.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

425). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.  



1Peter 4  
17 For the time has come for judgment 

to begin at the house of God; and if it 

begins with us first, what will be the end 

of those who do not obey the gospel of 

God? 18 Now “If the righteous one is 

scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly 

and the sinner appear?” NKJV 



Matthew 7 
 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is 

the gate and broad is the way that 

leads to destruction, and there are 

many who go in by it. 14 Because 

narrow is the gate and difficult is the 

way which leads to life, and there are 

few who find it. NKJV 



When a believer suffers, he experiences glory 

and knows that there will be greater glory in the 

future. But a sinner who causes that suffering is 

only filling up the measure of God’s wrath more 

and more (Matt. 23:29–33). Instead of being 

concerned only about ourselves, we need to be 

concerned about the lost sinners around us.  



Our present “fiery trial” is nothing compared 

with the “flaming fire” that shall punish the lost 

when Jesus returns in judgment (2 Thes. 1:7–

10). The idea is expressed in Proverbs 11:31—

“If the righteous receive their due on earth, how 

much more the ungodly and the sinner!” (NIV)  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

426). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.  



1Peter 4  
19 Therefore let those who suffer 

according to the will of God commit 

their souls to Him in doing good, as to a 

faithful Creator.  

NKJV 



Galatians 6 
9 And let us not grow weary while doing 

good, for in due season we shall reap if 

we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as 

we have opportunity, let us do good to 

all, especially to those who are of the 

household of faith. 

NKJV 



• If you woke up this morning 

with more health than illness, 

you are more blessed than the 

million who won't survive the week.  

• If you have never experienced 

the danger of battle, the loneliness of 

imprisonment, the agony of torture or the 

pangs of starvation, you are ahead of 20 

million people around the world. 



•  If you attend a church meeting without 

fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or 

death, you are more blessed than almost 

three billion people in the world. 

•  If you have food in your refrigerator, 

clothes on your back, a roof over your 

head and a place to sleep, you are richer 

than 75% of this world. 



• If you have money in the bank, in your 

wallet, and spare change in a dish 

someplace, you are among the top 8% of 

the world's wealthy. 




