






1Peter 4 

Therefore, since Christ suffered for us 

in the flesh, arm yourselves also with 

the same mind, for he who has suffered 

in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 that 

he no longer should live the rest of his 

time in the flesh for the lusts of men, 

but for the will of God. 



 3 For we have spent enough of our 

past lifetime in doing the will of the 

Gentiles—when we walked in 

lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, 

revelries, drinking parties, and 

abominable idolatries.  



4 In regard to these, they think it 

strange that you do not run with them in 

the same flood of dissipation, speaking 

evil of you. 5 They will give an account 

to Him who is ready to judge the living 

and the dead.  



6 For this reason the gospel was 

preached also to those who are dead, 

that they might be judged according to 

men in the flesh, but live according to 

God in the spirit. 



7 But the end of all things is at hand; 

therefore be serious and watchful in 

your prayers. 8 And above all things 

have fervent love for one another, for 

“love will cover a multitude of sins.” 9 Be 

hospitable to one another without 

grumbling.  



10 As each one has received a gift, 

minister it to one another, as good 

stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as 

the oracles of God.  



If anyone ministers, let him do it as with 

the ability which God supplies, that in 

all things God may be glorified through 

Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory 

and the dominion forever and ever. 

Amen.  

NKJV 



1Peter 4  

Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the 

flesh, arm yourselves also with the same 

mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh 

has ceased from sin, 2 that he no longer 

should live the rest of his time in the flesh for 

the lusts of men, but for the will of God.  

NKJV 



A Christian does not, through suffering, 

magically vault to the level of moral perfection. 

Verses 1–2 indicate that believers take 

seriously their struggle against sin and their 

commitment to obedience. By following this 

counsel, you demonstrate to others that 

obeying God is the most important motivation 

for your life, more important by far than 

avoiding hardship and pain.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 70). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



1Peter 4  

So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, 

you must arm yourselves with the same 

attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. 

For if you have suffered physically for Christ, 

you have finished with sin. 2 You won’t spend 

the rest of your lives chasing your own 

desires, but you will be anxious to do the will 

of God.  NLT 



Hebrews 11 
 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, 

refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 

daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer 

affliction with the people of God than to 

enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 
26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 

riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he 

looked to the reward. NKJV 



Deuteronomy 5 
15 And remember that you were a slave 

in the land of Egypt… 

NKJV 



1Peter 4  
3 For we have spent enough of our past 

lifetime in doing the will of the                   

Gentiles (ethnōn)—when we walked in 

lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, 

revelries, drinking parties, and 

abominable idolatries.  

NKJV 



Matthew 18 
 8 “If your hand or foot causes you to 

sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is 

better for you to enter into life lame or 

maimed, rather than having two hands 

or two feet, to be cast into the 

everlasting fire.  



9 And if your eye causes you to sin, 

pluck it out and cast it from you. It is 

better for you to enter into life with one 

eye, rather than having two eyes, to be 

cast into hell fire. 

NKJV 



1Peter 4  
4 In regard to these, they think it 

strange that you do not run with them in 

the same flood of dissipation, speaking 

evil of you.  

NKJV 



Unsaved people do not understand the radical change 

that their friends experience when they trust Christ and 

become children of God. They do not think it strange 

when people wreck their bodies, destroy their homes, 

and ruin their lives by running from one sin to another! 

But let a drunkard become sober, or an immoral 

person pure, and the family thinks he has lost his 

mind! Festus told Paul, “You are out of your mind!” 

(Acts 26:24, NASB) and people even thought the 

same thing of our Lord (Mark 3:21).  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

420). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1Peter 4  
5 They will give an account to Him who 

is ready to judge the living and the 

dead. 6 For this reason the gospel was 

preached also to those who are dead, 

that they might be judged according to 

men in the flesh, but live according to 

God in the spirit. NKJV 



1Peter 4  
7 But the end of all things is at hand; 

therefore be serious and watchful in 

your prayers. 

NKJV 



Ephesians 5 
15 So be careful how you live. Don’t live 

like fools, but like those who are wise. 
16 Make the most of every opportunity in 

these evil days. 17 Don’t act 

thoughtlessly, but understand what the 

Lord wants you to do.  

NLT 



1Peter 4  
8 And above all things have fervent  

love (agape) for one another, for “love 

will cover a multitude of sins.”  

NKJV 



Proverbs 10 
12Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers 

all sins. 

NKJV 



This kind of love (agape) can be commanded 

because it is primarily a decision of the mind, 

not a feeling into which a person falls. The goal 

of agape love is always to seek the good of the 

other person. The evidence of agape love is 

action, not words. The extent of agape love is 

sacrifice….  



One of the most difficult and inconvenient times 

to extend love is when someone in the church 

has hurt or wronged us. We must demonstrate 

a love that is willing to be stretched because 

love covers over a multitude of sins. “Covers” 

means “willing to forgive.” The present tense 

indicates that which is to be constantly true in 

the life of the believer… 



Forgiveness, like love, is an act of the will, a 

personal choice. A person chooses either to 

forgive or not to forgive. According to Grudem, 

“Where love abounds in a fellowship of Christians, 

many small offenses, and even some large ones, 

are overlooked and forgotten. But where love is 

lacking, every word is viewed with suspicion, every 

action is liable to misunderstanding, and conflicts 

abound” (Grudem, 174).  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 72). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



Matthew 24 
12 And because lawlessness will 

abound, the love of many will grow 

cold.  

NKJV 



1Peter 4  
9 Be hospitable to one another without 

grumbling.  

NKJV 



1Peter 4  
10 As each one has received a            

gift (charisma), minister it to one 

another, as good stewards of the 

manifold grace (charitos) of God.  

NKJV 



1Peter 4  
11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as 

the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, 

let him do it as with the ability which 

God supplies, that in all things God 

may be glorified through Jesus Christ, 

to whom belong the glory and the 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

NKJV 




