






1Peter 3 
13 And who is he who will harm you if 

you become followers of what is good? 
14 But even if you should suffer for 

righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. 

“And do not be afraid of their threats, 

nor be troubled.” 



15 But sanctify the Lord God in your 

hearts, and always be ready to give a 

defense to everyone who asks you a 

reason for the hope that is in you, with 

meekness and fear; 16 having a good 

conscience, that when they defame you 

as evildoers, those who revile your 

good conduct in Christ may be 

ashamed.  



17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, 

to suffer for doing good than for doing 

evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for 

sins, the just for the unjust, that He 

might bring us to God, being put to 

death in the flesh but made alive by the 

Spirit, 19 by whom also He went and 

preached to the spirits in prison,  



20 who formerly were disobedient, when 

once the Divine longsuffering waited in 

the days of Noah, while the ark was 

being prepared, in which a few, that is, 

eight souls, were saved through water.  



21 There is also an antitype which now 

saves us—baptism (not the removal of 

the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 

good conscience toward God), through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who 

has gone into heaven and is at the right 

hand of God, angels and authorities 

and powers having been made subject 

to Him. NKJV 



1Peter 3  
13 And who is he who will harm you if 

you become followers of what is good? 

NKJV 



Romans 8 
31 What then shall we say to these 

things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 

NKJV 



Isaiah 5 
20Woe to those who call evil good, and 

good evil; 

Who put darkness for light, and light for 

darkness; 

Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 

bitter! 

NKJV 



1Peter 3  
14 But even if you should suffer for 

righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. 

“And do not be afraid of their threats, 

nor be troubled.”  

NKJV 



Matthew 5 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you 

when they revile and persecute you, and say 

all kinds of evil against you falsely for My 

sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for 

great is your reward in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before 

you. NKJV 



1Peter 3  
14 But even if you should suffer for 

righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. 

“And do not be afraid of their threats, 

nor be troubled.”  

NKJV 





Isaiah 8 
13 Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; 

And let him be your fear, and let him be 

your dread. 

KJV 



1Peter 3  
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your 

hearts, and always be ready to give a 

defense (apolologia) to everyone who 

asks you a reason for the hope that is 

in you, with meekness and fear; NKJV 



This witness must be given “with meekness and 

fear [respect]” and not with arrogance and a know-

it-all attitude. We are witnesses, not prosecuting 

attorneys! We must also be sure that our lives 

back up our defense. Peter did not suggest that 

Christians argue with lost people, but rather that 

we present to the unsaved an account of what we 

believe and why we believe it, in a loving manner. 

The purpose is not to win an argument but to win 

lost souls to Christ.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

414). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



“Such witness must be given with gentleness 

and (respect), not attempting to overpower the 

person with the force of human personality or 

aggressiveness, but trusting the Holy Spirit 

himself to quietly persuade the listener.”  
(Grudem, 153). Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III 

John, Jude (Vol. 11, p. 55). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman 

Publishers. 



1Peter 3  
16 having a good conscience, that when 

they defame you as evildoers, those 

who revile your good conduct in Christ 

may be ashamed.  

NKJV 



1Peter 3  
16 Keep your conscience clear. Then if 

people speak against you, they will be 

ashamed when they see what a good 

life you live because you belong to 

Christ.  

New Living Translation 



1Peter 3  
17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, 

to suffer for doing good than for doing 

evil. 

NKJV 



1Peter 3  
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, 

the just for the unjust, that He might 

bring us to God, being put to death in 

the flesh but made alive by the Spirit…, 

NKJV 



1Peter 3  
19 by whom also He went and preached 

to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly 

were disobedient, when once the 

Divine longsuffering waited in the days 

of Noah, while the ark was being 

prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 

souls, were saved through water. NKJV 



Christ directed His proclamation to the 

spirits, not human beings, otherwise he 

would have used psuchai (“souls”) instead 

of pneumasin, a word the New Testament 

never uses to refer to people except when 

qualified by a genitive (e.g., Heb. 12:23; “the 

spirits of the righteous”).  

John MacArthur 



Genesis 6 
1When men began to increase in number on 

the earth and daughters were born to 

them,   2the sons of God saw that the 

daughters of men were beautiful, and they 

married any of them they chose.   3Then the 

LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend 

with  man forever, for he is mortal ; his days 

will be a hundred and twenty years.”   



Genesis 6 

 4The Nephilim were on the earth in those 

days—and also afterward—when the sons 

of God went to the daughters of men and 

had children by them. They were the heroes 

of old, men of renown.    



Genesis 6 

 5The LORD saw how great man’s 

wickedness on the earth had become and 

that every inclination of the thoughts of the 

human heart was only evil all the time. 6 The 

LORD regretted that he had made human 

beings on the earth, and his heart was 

deeply troubled. 7 So the LORD said, “I will 

wipe from the face of the earth the human 

race I have created. NIV 



2Peter 2 

 4 For if God did not spare the angels who 

sinned, but cast them down to hell and 

delivered them into chains of darkness, to 

be reserved for judgment; 5 and did not 

spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, 

one of eight people, a preacher of 

righteousness, bringing in the flood on the 

world of the ungodly…NKJV 



1Peter 3  
19 by whom also He went and preached 

to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly 

were disobedient, when once the 

Divine longsuffering waited in the days 

of Noah, while the ark was being 

prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 

souls, were saved through water. NKJV 



Revelation 12 
 10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in 

heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and 

the kingdom of our God, and the power of 

His Christ have come, for the accuser of our 

brethren, who accused them before our God 

day and night, has been cast down. 11 And 

they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb 

and by the word of their testimony…NKJV 



After his resurrection and before his ascension 

into heaven, Jesus Christ went to the place 

where disobedient supernatural powers are 

imprisoned. There he proclaimed to them his 

victory over death and God’s ultimate and final 

judgment on those evil spirits. Christ’s 

proclamation to them is of his victory and of 

their doom, now sealed because of Christ’s 

death and resurrection. In doing this, Christ 

reaffirmed that he is superior to all powers.  



These evil powers cannot separate the believer 

from Jesus Christ, so the eternal benefits of his 

salvation are assured. Like Noah and his 

family, the Christians to whom Peter wrote were 

a small, persecuted minority who were 

surrounded by a majority that was disobedient 

to God. Christ’s triumphant proclamation and 

the reference to the Flood remind them that 

they will be the delivered minority in eternity.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

pp. 56–57). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



Romans 8 
38 And I am convinced that nothing can 

ever separate us from God’s love. 

Neither death nor life, neither angels 

nor demons, neither our fears for today 

nor our worries about tomorrow—not 

even the powers of hell can separate 

us from God’s love.  



39 No power in the sky above or in the 

earth below—indeed, nothing in all 

creation will ever be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is revealed 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

NLT 



1Peter 3  
21 There is also an antitype which now saves 

us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of 

the flesh, but the answer of a good 

conscience toward God), through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has 

gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, angels and authorities and powers 

having been made subject to Him. NKJV 



But the main point Peter wanted to emphasize 

was Christ’s complete victory over all “angels 

and authorities and powers” (1 Peter 3:22), 

referring to the evil hosts of Satan (Eph. 6:10–

12; Col. 2:15). The unfallen angels were always 

subject to Him. As Christians, we do not fight 

for victory, but from victory—the mighty victory 

that our Lord Jesus Christ won for us in His 

death, resurrection, and ascension… The Flood 

pictures death, burial, and resurrection.  



The waters buried the earth in judgment, but 

they also lifted Noah and his family up to safety. 

The early church saw in the ark a picture of 

salvation. Noah and his family were saved by 

faith because they believed God and entered 

into the ark of safety. So sinners are saved by 

faith when they trust Christ and become one 

with Him.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

417). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 




