






Submission does not mean slavery or 

subjugation but simply the recognition of God’s 

authority in our lives. God has established the 

home, human government, and the church, and 

He has the right to tell us how these institutions 

should be run.  



God wants each of us to exercise authority; but 

before we can exercise authority, we must be 

under authority. Satan’s offer to our first parents 

was freedom without authority, but they ended 

up losing both freedom and authority. The 

Prodigal Son found his freedom when he yielded 

to his father’s will.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

403). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1Peter 2 
11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and 

pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which 

war against the soul, 12 having your conduct 

honorable among the Gentiles, that when 

they speak against you as evildoers, they 

may, by your good works which they 

observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. 



13 Therefore submit yourselves to every 

ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, 

whether to the king as supreme, 14 or to 

governors, as to those who are sent by 

him for the punishment of evildoers and 

for the praise of those who do good.  



15 For this is the will of God, that by 

doing good you may put to silence the 

ignorance of foolish men—16 as free, yet 

not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but 

as bondservants of God. 17 Honor all 

people. Love the brotherhood. Fear 

God. Honor the king. 



18 Servants, be submissive to your 

masters with all fear, not only to the 

good and gentle, but also to the harsh. 
19 For this is commendable, if because 

of conscience toward God one endures 

grief, suffering wrongfully. 



 20 For what credit is it if, when you are 

beaten for your faults, you take it 

patiently? But when you do good and 

suffer, if you take it patiently, this is 

commendable before God. 21 For to this 

you were called, because Christ also 

suffered for us, leaving us an example, 

that you should follow His steps: 



 22 “Who committed no sin, 

Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; 
23 who, when He was reviled, did not 

revile in return; when He suffered, He 

did not threaten, but committed Himself 

to Him who judges righteously;  



24 who Himself bore our sins in His own 

body on the tree, that we, having died to 

sins, might live for righteousness—by 

whose stripes you were healed. 25 For 

you were like sheep going astray, but 

have now returned to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of your souls. NKJV 



1Peter 2  
11 Beloved, I beg you as 

sojourners and pilgrims, 

abstain from fleshly lusts 

which war against the 

soul,…NKJV 



“I have more trouble with D.L. Moody 

than with any man I know.” 

D.L. Moody 



John 14 
15 “If you love Me, keep My 

commandments…. 23 Jesus answered 

and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he 

will keep My word; and My Father will 

love him, and We will come to him and 

make Our home with him.  



24 He who does not love Me does not 

keep My words; and the word which you 

hear is not Mine but the Father’s who 

sent Me.  

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
12 having your conduct honorable among 

the Gentiles, that when they speak 

against you as evildoers, they may, by 

your good works which they observe, 

glorify God in the day of visitation. 

NKJV 



We do not witness only with our lips; we must 

back up our “talk” with our “walk.” There should 

be nothing in our conduct that will give the 

unsaved ammunition to attack Christ and the 

Gospel. Our good works must back up our good 

words. Jesus said this in Matthew 5:16, and the 

entire Bible echoes this truth.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

404). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



Matthew 5 
 16 Let your light so shine before men, 

that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
13 Therefore submit yourselves to 

every ordinance of man for the 

Lord’s sake, whether to the king as 

supreme, 14 or to governors, as to 

those who are sent by him for the 

punishment of evildoers and for the 

praise of those who do good. NKJV 



The inclusiveness of the word “every” makes it 

appropriate to apply this statement to other 

legitimate human authorities (parents/children, 

church leaders/members, and authority 

structures in businesses, educational 

institutions, and voluntary organizations). God 

has established such patterns of authority for 

the orderly function of human life, and it both 

pleases and honors him when we subject 

ourselves to them. Grudem, 118 



From the start of Trump’s presidential campaign, his 

views on immigration and race relations have been 

a near constant source of controversy. So when he 

(Tiger Woods) was asked about what people of 

color and immigrants may think of his friendship 

with Trump, Woods simply said they should 

“respect” the president. “He’s the President of the 

United States,” Woods replied. “You have to respect 

the office. No matter who is in the office, you may 

like, dislike personality or the politics, but we all 

must respect the office.”  People 



Romans 13  

Let every soul be subject to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except 

from God, and the authorities that exist are 

appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever 

resists the authority resists the ordinance 

of God, and those who resist will bring 

judgment on themselves. NKJV 



1Peter 2  
15 For this is the will of God, that by 

doing good you may put to silence the 

ignorance of foolish men—16 as free, yet 

not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but 

as bondservants (doulos) of God.  

NKJV 



This word (doulos) literally means “a slave.” 

We are free, yet paradoxically we are slaves 

who serve God with our lives. Christian 

freedom is always conditioned by Christian 

responsibility. Christian freedom does not 

mean being free to do only as we like; it 

means being free to do as we ought.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 34). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



• Freedom from the ruling power of sin in 

our lives;  

• Freedom from guilt because our sins have 

been forgiven by God;  

• Freedom from the impossible obligation of 

attempting to earn favor with God through 

perfect obedience. 



1Peter 2  
17 Honor all people. Love the 

brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
18 Servants, be submissive to 

your masters with all fear, not 

only to the good and gentle, 

but also to the harsh.  

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
19 For this is commendable, if because 

of conscience toward God one endures 

grief, suffering wrongfully.  

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
20 For what credit is it if, when you are 

beaten for your faults, you take it 

patiently? But when you do good and 

suffer, if you take it patiently, this is 

commendable before God.  

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
21 For to this you were called, because 

Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 

example, that you should follow His 

steps: 22 “Who committed no sin, 

Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; 

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
23 who, when He was reviled, did not 

revile in return; when He suffered, He 

did not threaten, but committed Himself 

to Him who judges righteously;  

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
24 who Himself bore our sins in His own 

body on the tree, that we, having died to 

sins, might live for righteousness—by 

whose stripes you were healed. 

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
25 For you were like sheep going astray, 

but have now returned to the Shepherd 

and Overseer of your souls.  

NKJV 



Here, then, is the wonderful truth Peter wanted 

to share: as we live godly lives and submit in 

times of suffering, we are following Christ’s 

example and becoming more like Him. We 

submit and obey, not only for the sake of lost 

souls and for the Lord’s sake, but also for our 

own sake, that we might grow spiritually and 

become more like Christ.  



The unsaved world is watching us, but the 

Shepherd in heaven is also watching over us; so 

we have nothing to fear. We can submit to Him 

and know that He will work everything together 

for our good and His glory. 
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

407). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 




