


1Peter 2 

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all 

deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil 

speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire 

the pure milk of the word, that you may 

grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted 

that the Lord is gracious.  



4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, 

rejected indeed by men, but chosen by 

God and precious, 5 you also, as living 

stones, are being built up a spiritual 

house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 



 6 Therefore it is also contained in the 

Scripture, 

“Behold, I lay in Zion 

A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, 

And he who believes on Him will by no 

means be put to shame.” 



 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is 

precious; but to those who are 

disobedient, 

“The stone which the builders rejected 

Has become the chief cornerstone,” 
8 and “A stone of stumbling 

And a rock of offense.” 



 They stumble, being disobedient to the 

word, to which they also were 

appointed. 9 But you are a chosen 

generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, His own special people, that you 

may proclaim the praises of Him who 

called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light;  



 10 who once were not a people but are 

now the people of God, who had not 

obtained mercy but now have obtained 

mercy. NKJV 



1Peter 2  

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all 

deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil 

speaking,… 

NKJV 



 Hebrews 12 

Therefore we also, since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 

and the sin which so easily ensnares us, 

and let us run with endurance the race 

that is set before us…. 

NKJV 



1Peter 2  

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all 

deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil 

speaking, 

NKJV 



The sins listed tear at the social fabric of 

the church, ripping away the threads of 

love that keep them together.  
Schreiner, T. R. (2003). 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Vol. 37, p. 98). Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



Sometimes children have no appetite because 

they have been eating the wrong things. Peter 

warned his readers to “lay aside” certain wrong 

attitudes of heart that would hinder their appetite 

and spiritual growth… If these attitudes and 

actions are in our lives, we will lose our appetite 

for the pure word of God.  



If we stop feeding on the Word, we stop 

growing, and we stop enjoying (“tasting”) the 

grace that we find in the Lord. When Christians 

are growing in the Word, they are peacemakers, 

not troublemakers, and they promote the unity of 

the church.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

400). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1Peter 2  
2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk 

of the word, that you may grow thereby, 
3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 

gracious. NKJV 



Scripture is clear that the Bible is to be our 

standard for living (2 Timothy 3:16, John 17:17, 

Psalm 119:142). Yet, according to a Pew Forum 

survey, only four in ten churchgoers rely on the 

Bible and religious teaching to determine right 

from wrong. Instead, nearly half rely on their 

own common sense and experience. Sadly, not 

even half of churchgoers read their Bible outside 

of church!  



The result of this biblical illiteracy is a staggering 

decline in belief in traditional, biblical doctrines and 

rampant immorality. For example, one of the 

foundational doctrines of the Christian faith is that 

salvation is found in Christ alone (Acts 4:12, 

Romans 10:9, Ephesians 2:8–9) and yet the 

Lifeway and Pew Forum surveys show that as 

many as eight in ten Christians who attend mainline 

denominations think that other religions can lead to 

God and four out of ten think that salvation can be 

achieved by works. 



Obviously, many churches are largely no longer 

basing their thinking on the Word of God. This shift 

from the Bible as the foundation for theology and 

doctrine has also led to the Bible no longer shaping 

the church’s morality. According to a Barna Group 

survey nearly four in ten Christians think that 

abortion is morally acceptable, well over half think 

that cohabitation (living together before marriage) is 

fine, and a significant minority have no problem with 

pornography.  



And these are just some of the completely 

unbiblical moral views within the church!... These 

alarming statistics highlight a problem that is 

pervasive across denominations. Christians do not 

know what the Bible teaches and what they believe. 

Theology has become a pick-and-choose based on 

what feels right and comfortable, not on what God’s 

Word actually teaches. This change has come 

because we have rejected the authority of God’s 

Word in many areas.  



Instead of allowing God’s Word to dictate our 

beliefs and practices, we have allowed the 

humanistic philosophy that man determines truth to 

be our guide. The tragic result of this compromise is 

a quick slide downwards into utterly wrong theology, 

rampant immorality, and the hesitation to call 

anything wrong.  
State of the Church in America, by Avery Foley on November 27, 2014  



1Peter 2  
2 as newborn babes, desire the pure 

milk of the word, that you may grow 

thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that 

the Lord is gracious. 

NKJV 



1Corinthians 3 
 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid 

food; for until now you were not able to 

receive it, and even now you are still not 

able; 3 for you are still carnal.  

NKJV 



Can others look at you and see the changes in 

your character and in your conduct? Can others 

tell that you have indeed become a follower of 

Jesus Christ? It is one thing to be a brand-new 

believer. But it is another thing to have known 

the Lord for one year, five years, ten years, or 

more, and live in a state of arrested spiritual 

development.  



That is why we need to realize that one of the 

foundational principles for spiritual success is 

reading, studying, and having a love for the 

Word of God. Everything we need to know about 

God is found in the Bible. So we must learn to 

love it. We must learn to study it. We must learn 

to memorize it. If we don't, then we are not going 

to succeed spiritually… 



Success or failure in the Christian life depends 

on how much of the Word of God we get into our 

lives on a daily basis and how obedient we are 

to it.  
Pastor Greg Laurie 



1Peter 2  
4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, 

rejected indeed by men, but chosen by 

God and precious,… 

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
5 you also, as living stones, are being 

built up (oikodomeo) a spiritual               

house (oikos), a holy priesthood, to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.  

NKJV 





Too often, Christians hinder the building of the 

church because they are following the wrong plans. 

When Solomon built his temple, his workmen 

followed the plans so carefully that everything fit 

together on the construction site (1 Kings 6:7). If all 

of us would follow God’s blueprints given in His 

Word, we would be able to work together without 

discord and build His church for His glory.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

401). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1Peter 2  
5 you also, as living stones, are being 

built up (oikodomeo) a spiritual               

house (oikos), a holy priesthood, to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.  

NKJV 



• Our bodies as “living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1),   

• Living “a life of love” (Ephesians 5:2),  

• Tithes and offerings (Philippians 4:18),  

• “A sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that 

confess his name” (Hebrews 13:15),  

• “And do not forget to do good and to share with 

others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased” 

(Hebrews 13:16). 



1Peter 2  
6 Therefore it is also contained in the 

Scripture, 

“Behold, I lay in Zion 

A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, 

And he who believes on Him will by no 

means be put to shame.” NKJV 





1Peter 2  
7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is 

precious; but to those who are 

disobedient, 

“The stone which the builders rejected 

Has become the chief cornerstone,” 



8 and 

“A stone of stumbling 

And a rock of offense.” 

They stumble, being disobedient to the 

word, to which they also were 

appointed.  

NKJV 



“Is Jesus precious to your soul? Remember, on 

your answer to this question depends your 

condition. You believe, if he is precious to you, 

but if he is not precious, then you are not 

believers, and you are condemned already 

because you believe not on the Son of God.” 

C.H. Spurgeon 



1Peter 2  
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 

that you may proclaim the praises of Him who 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

10 who once were not a people but are now the 

people of God, who had not obtained mercy but 

now have obtained mercy. NKJV  





1Peter 2  
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 

people, that you may proclaim the praises 

of Him who called you out of darkness into 

His marvelous light; 10 who once were not 

a people but are now the people of God, 

who had not obtained mercy but now have 

obtained mercy. NKJV 



Exodus 19 
 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My 

voice and keep My covenant, then you shall 

be a special treasure to Me above all people; 

for all the earth is Mine. 6 And you shall be to 

Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ 

These are the words which you shall speak 

to the children of Israel.” 

NKJV 



1Peter 2  
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 

people, that you may proclaim the praises 

of Him who called you out of darkness into 

His marvelous light; 10 who once were not 

a people but are now the people of God, 

who had not obtained mercy but now have 

obtained mercy. NKJV 



Unity does not eliminate diversity. Not all 

children in a family are alike, nor are all the 

stones in a building identical. In fact, it is 

diversity that gives beauty and richness to a 

family or building. The absence of diversity is 

not unity; it is uniformity, and uniformity is dull. It 

is fine when the choir sings in unison, but I 

prefer that they sing in harmony. Christians can 

differ and still get along.  



All who cherish the “one faith” and who seek to 

honor the “one Lord” can love each other and 

walk together (Eph. 4:1–6). God may call us into 

different ministries, or to use different methods, 

but we can still love each other and seek to 

present a united witness to the world.  After all, 

one day all of us will be together in heaven 

(John 17:24); so it might be a good idea if we 

learned to love each other down here!  



St. Augustine said it perfectly: “In essentials, 

unity. In nonessentials, liberty. In all things, 

charity.”  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

403). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

  




